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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Saturday^ 9th March, 1985, 


The Awembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in 
the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Closing pown of Cottage Match Paotoribs since the Imposition of the 

Excise Duty. 

76l. T. 8« Avfmshiliz^am Ohettiar: In view of the answer given 

by Government to starred question No. 261 on the 14th February, 1936, 
will Government please state how many factories where matches were 
being made as a cottage industry have been closed down since the imposi- 
tion of excise duty on matchjes? 

Mr, A. J. Raisman: As explained in my reply to the Honourable Mem- 
ber’s question No. 261 in this Session, the production of matches in India 
was tremendously increased in anticipation of the levy of the excise, with 
the result that for some months, after the imposition of the duty and 
until the accumulated stocks were worked off, production practically 
ceased both in large scale factories and in cottage establishments. The 
number of cottage establishments which ceased working was, according 
to the information at present available, 182, but 89 of these have since 
re-opened and 23 new factories have been opened. 

Hr. T. S. Avinashilingain Ghettiar: May I know what is the number 
of cottage factories that have ceased to produce matches? 

Mr. A. J. Raisman: I was explaining to the Honourable Member that 
practically all the match factories in India closed in April last. They 
ceased working, and only recently we have been finding out which of them 
are going to continue, and, as I say, 39 of these have since re-opened and 
23 new faelories have been opened. I might mention that one of the effects 
of the excise is to make very small scale working unprofitable and the 
tendency has been for small scale factories with machinery to be started, 
with a larger number in one establishment. It does not pay nov? to run 
a sort of one man factory. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingain Ghettiar: Am I to understand that under this 
excise, cottage factories cannot work? 

Mr, A. J, Raisman: What I was pointing out was that the excise does 
not make it remunerative for a verv small cottage factory to work. T 
would also point out that the Tariff Board, which went verv carefully 

( 1989 ) i 
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into this question, recommended that Government should not regard pro- 
duction of matches in cottages as a thing to be encouraged on groxmds of 
public health and safety. There had been some very nasty accidents 
because of the careless handling of the explosive material necessary and 
Government accepted that view. 

Prof. K. O. Banga: In view of the excessive rise in the price of matches, 
will Government consider the advisability of restricting the price fixed 
on a box of matches? 

Hr. A. J. Baisman: No, Sir, Government do not consider that the pre- 
sent circumstances justify such a degree of interference with ordinary 
trade. 

.Mr, T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar: May I know the amount of un- 
employnient that has been caused by the stoppage of these cottage fac- 
tories? 

Mr. A. J. Baisman: I pointed out just now to my friend that although 
the n amber of factories may have declined, I have reason to think that 
the actual degree of employment in the production of matches has not 
declined. 

Ur. U. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Is it not a fact that in these 
cottage industries only safety matches are produced, 

Mr. A. J. Baisman: Sir, a safety match is one which can only be 
ignited by striking against a box, but the material used in its production 
is by no means safe. 

Ebtbot ox the Excise Ditty on Matches, 

762. ^Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar: Will Government please state 
the effect of the excise duty on matches on : 

(i) the production of matches in India; and 

(ii) the import of matches from foreign coimtries, as compared with 

the previous year? 

Mr. A. J. Baisman: (i) Exact statistic*; are not available. On the basis 
of certain figures, compiled bv the Department of Commercial Intelligence 
and Statistics, the average monthly production in 1983-34 has been esti- 
mated at approximately two million gross of boxes The latest returns of 
excise dutv show a collection of 23 lakhs a month, which indicates that 
the present rate of production of matches is not lower, and is probably 
higher, than two million gross boxes a month 

(ii) Tmnorts of mptchos into India, during the nine months, April to 
December, 1984, were 30,575 gross of boxes as against 54 S75 cross m the 
corresponding period of 1938. These imports r^^present considerablv less 
than one per cent of the estimated prodnciion of matches in India 

Mr. lAlchand NEvalrai: I know from the Tlonourahle Member if 

mechanical lighters are being imported into India ^ 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Thab does not arise. 

Mr. H. P. Mody: Will the Honourable Member tell me what arrange- 
ment the Government of India made with the Indian States with regard 
to the excise duty. I am asking that in order to lead up to iny next 
question. 

Mr. A. J. Eaisman: The Government oi India have invited the Indian 
States to levy exactly similar excise duty on matches iproduoed in their 
territory and the vast majority of the States have come into a pooling 
arrangement in which the duty will be distributed on the basis of popula- 
tion. 

Mr. S. Pi Mody: Is it not a fact that various exemptions and conces- 
sions given by one Indian State with regard to the excise duty are affecting 
ijhe production of matches in British Indian territory adjoining that State? 

Mr. A. J. Baisman: There has been a difficult position in the first few 
months, because it was not possible for the excise scheme to start off on 
exactly the same date in all the Indian States and in British India, and 
there is no doubt that during the period in which the excise was in force 
in British India but was not in force in certain match producing States, 
i;he latter had an advantage, but I am not aware of any permaneni exemp- 
tions or concessions which give match producers in the States an advantage 
as against British India. If the HonourabJc Member ^vill give me concrete 
information on that subject, I shall be glad to look into it. 

Mr. H. P. Mody: Are the Government of India aware that in the 
Hyderabad State certain exemptions have been given to small manufac- 
turers? , 

Mr. A. J. Baismair: If the Honourable Member refers to exemptions 
in the nature of rebates of excise other than those given to cottage indus- 
tries in India, I should be glad if he will give me. concrete information, 
because it seems to me that ili might have to be taken up with the Durbar. 

Mr. H. P. Mody: I will. 


Magazines suppubd to State Pbisoetees. 

763. *Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: (a) With reference to the 
supplementary' questions and answers to starred question No. 185 asked 
on the 13th February, 1935, will Government please state whether the 
magazines, etc., referred to therein have since been included in the list 
of approved books supplied to State Prisoners? 

(b) Will Government please lay on the table a list of periodicals, 
monthlies, weeklies or dailies, ordinarily supplied to State Prisoners? 

(o) Will Government please state which body or committee, or which 
official, approves the list of periodicals that are to he supplied to such 
prisoners and whether any non-oflScials are associated with such com- 
mittee? If not, are Government prepared to consider the advisability 
of including some non-officials, especially the non-official visitors to jails, 
in the respective provinces to sit on the body or committee which approves 
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The !E(»ioiixable Sir taeiuy tiraik: (a) 1 have taken up with the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal the question of including the periodicals mentioned in. 
part (e) of Mr. Giri’s question No. 186. The Bengal Govermnent are 
taking steps to add the XJttara and Bharata Barsha to the list, and the 
question of the inclusion of the remaining three periodicals is under their 
consideration. 

(b) I lay a list on the table. 

(c) As mentioned by me on a previous occasion, the Government ot 
Bengal compile the list. committee esdsts for the purpose nor do 
Government consider one necessaary. 


List of JVempaper8y PeriodicciU and Magaunes suppihd to State PriaonerB, 


Nawepapm- 

1. Statesman. 

2. Star o£ India. 

3. Pioneer. 

4. Leader of Allahabad. 

5. Statesman (overseas weekly edition). 

6. The Illiistrated Weekly of India. 

7. Panohayet of Dacca. 

8. Mymensingh Samachar. 

9. Hindu Kaujika of Rajshahi. 

10. Kashipur Nivasi of Barisal. 

11. Sisir (weekly edition). 

12. Al-Araan of Delhi (Urdu). 

IS. Affcab (Urdu), 

14. Haq (CJrdu). 

15. Hansa of Benares (Hindi). 

16. Jagaran of Benares. 

17. vSudha of Lucknow (Hindi). 

18. Madhuri (Hindi). 

19. Sudha (Hindi). 

20. Htkal Deepifea. 

21. Hindu Illustrated Weekly. 

22. Hitavadi (Bengali). 

23. MidnapurHitaishi (Bengali). 

24. Whip. 

25. Sanjivani. 

Matjazinea and periodicals, 

1. Indian Review. 

2. Calcutta Review. 

3. Hindustan Review. 

4. Indian Historical Quarterly. 

.5. (Indian) Medical Gazette. 


Magazines and periodicakh'^ontd^ 

6. Homeopathic Director. 

7. Economic JTournal. 

8. ITdbodhan. 

9. Krishak. 

10. Htsaya. 

11. MatriMandir. 

12. Bhandar. 

13. ICrishi Sampad. 

14. Ptabuddha Bharat. 

15. Sangit Vignan Prabeshika*. 

16. Saurabh. 

17. Piishpa Patra. 

18. Galpa Lahari. 

19. Archana. 

20. Bangabhumi. 

21 . Banga Lakshmi, 

22. Janmabhumi. 

23. Pancha Pushpa. 

24. Viswa Bhaxati. 

25. Bichitra. 

26. (Indian) Medical Journal. 

27. Abahan. 

28. Ddayan. 

29. Industry (English). 

3t». Sahakar (Oriya). 

31 . Review of India (EngKsh). 

32. Krishi Lakshmi. 

33. Chikitsa Prakas (Bengali). 

34. Maspaila. 

35. Calcutta Weekly Notes. 

36. Chhota Oalpa. 

37. Film Laud. 

38. Capita). 


Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: What is the harm in suppl 3 ring 
State Prisoners with whatever periodicals they like to have ? 


The Honourable Sir Henry Oraih: I have said — **1 lay on the table 
a list of the periodicals which are ordinarily supplied to the prisoners". 
The prisoners have not a complete choice as to what periodicals they 
may read. As I made it clear. Government compile a list of the periodi- 
cals considered suitable. 


Mr. S. Satyamurti: Ts the Modem Review included in the list? 
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!nie Sonoiirabile Sir Henry Oraik: No, I do not think so. 

Prol. H. G. Banga: Is the Indian Beview published by Messrs. Natesan 
included in the list? 

Mt. H. P. Mody: What other ‘'Beviews*' are included? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik: The Honourable Member should see 
the list. 

Seth Govind Das: Is it a fact that several of the State detenus applied 
for having the Modem Review? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik: I do not know. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa: Do Government permit an;y unsuitable “Eeviews^’ 
to be printed in this country at all? The Honourable the Home Member 
said that he does not permit certain reviews or papers, because they are 
unsuitable. My question is: do Government permit any unsuitable reviews 
or papers that are considered unsuitable to be printed at all in this country, 
and, if they do not, whether any such review as we have referred to can 
be made available to the prisoners? 

Mr. H. P. Mody: And if not, why not? (Laughter.) 

An Honourable Member: Is the Modem Beview considered to be a 
seditious paper? 

Mohan^ Lai Saksena: Will the Honourable Member consider the 
desirability of including the Modem Review now? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik: The matter is for decision by the 
Government of Bengal. 

Mr. M. Ananthaeayanam Ayyangar: In part (c) of my question, I 
asked; 

“Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of including some non- 
officials, especially the non-official visitors to jails, in the respective provinces to sit on 
the body or committee which approves such periodicals t ** 

Axe Government prepared to consult them? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik: J have said that ** there is no com- 
mittee that exists for this purpose, nor do Government consider it to be 
necessary." • 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: What are the principles on which Government 
decide what magazines or reviews are suitable for State Prisoners? 

The HoopuraMe SJr Henry Oraik: The general criterion is to e^lude 
any paper which encourages or supports subversive or imlawful activities 
or class strife or the subversion of the existing economic order by methods 
of violence. That is the general criterion. There are other criteria as 
well. 
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Mr. S. Satyaamirti: In view of the fact that the Press Act is function- 
ing in this country, do Government admit that such papers are being 
allowed to be published? 

The HiGnoiitahle Stt H^nry OraiS:: Anyhow, if they are, they are ex- 
cluded, 

Seth Gcvind Das: Is the Modem Review considered such a paper? 

. The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik: I have never read it. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Ealiim): Next question. 


Cottage Match Inoustries in India. 

764. *Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: With reference to the sup- 
plementary questions and answers to starred question No. 261, asked on 
the 14th Pehruary, 1935, will Government be pleased to state : 

(i) the quantity of matches produced as cottage industries in India 

during 1932, 1938 and 1934; 

(ii) the amount of excise duty collected on such cottage matches 

ever since the duty was first introduced; and 

(iii) how many such cottage factories have been closed down since 

the imposition of the excise duty and where? 

Mr. A. 3 . EMsman: The information has been called for and will be 
laid on the table of the House in due course. 


Development op Aib Services in India. 

765. *Sardar Sant Singh; (a) Is it a fact that the delegates of the 
British Post Office and the Air Ministry have discussed with the Govern- 
ment of India plans for further development of air services in India? I£ 
so, have any decisions been reached? 

(b) In the case of any decisions ha^^ng been reached, will Government 
please place the same on the table of this House ? 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce: (a) The Government of India held 
discussions recently with delegate^ fcom the British Post Office and the 
^r Ministry regarding India’s participation in the proposed scheme to 
increase the frequency and speed of Jtopire Air Mail Services. The dis- 
cussions were intended to clear the ground and to avoid lengthy correspond- 
ence. No decisions were reached, and the proposals are still under 
consideration. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Pilots and Airmen in the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 

766. ^^Sardar Sant Singh; (a) What is the total number of pilots and’ 
airmen in the service of the Government of India in the Posts and Tele- 
graphs Department? How many of them are Indians? 
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(b) In view of the contemplated development of such services, will 
Government need the services of more pilots and airmen? If so, do 
Government propose to immediately provide facilities to Indians to qualify 
themselves for these services? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce: (a) Government do not operate any 
Air Services and, therefore, do not employ any pilots. The agreemente 
with the three companies operating air mail services in India, viz,, Indian 
Trans-Continental Airways, Ltd., Tata Sons, Ltd., and Indian National 
Airways, Ltd., provide that these companies should employ the largest 
percentage of Indian personnel, reasonably possible, as soon as suitably 
qualified Indians are available. A statement giving the number of Indian 
pilots and engineers empbyed at present by the three companies mentioned 
is laid on the table. 

(b) As I have stated above, Government do not employ pilots; but 
with the development of air services in India, a greater number of qualified 
pilots will naturally be in demand by the operating companies. In regard 
to facilities for training, Government administer a Fund, called the Petrol 
Tax Fund, derived from the proceeds of the additional tax on petrol used 
for aviation purposes, which is utilised inter alia for the grant of sonoiar- 
ships and financial assistance to Indians for advanced training in aviation. 
Facilities for training are also provided by the fiying clubs in India, which 
are subsidised by Government. Tn addition, Indian National Airways, Ltd., 
have established a flying school in Eangoon. 


Statement giving tht ntnn.her of Indian Pilots and Engineers em^oyed by three Air 
Tr<m82*ort Companies operating at yresent in India, 


Indian Trans-Continental Airways, Ltd. — 

Probationary Pirst Officers 

..... 

2 

Licensed Engineers .... 

• • e • • 

2 

Other skilled Engineerb 

• • • • • 

30 

Unskilled Engineers .... 



26. 


Total 

60 

Tata Sons, Ltd.— 

Pilots 

• • • • • 

4 

Engineer 

» « • • • 

I 

Mechanics 

■ • • • • 

8 


Total 

13 

Indian National Airways, Ltd 

Pilots 

..... 

2 

Ground Engineers, Fitters, Carpenters 

and trained Ground 


Engineers ..... 

. 

24 

Aerodrome Officer .... 



1 


Total 


27 
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Closing 030* the Gates at Level Ceossings nbae the Patna Junction 

Raxlwav Station. 

767, *Mt. Anugrah Narayan Stn^a: (a) Are Government aware that 
the closing of the gates at the level crossings on both sides of the Patna 
Junction Bailway station, specially on the western side, for long periods 
for shunting and other purposes has been causing great inconvenience to 
traffic? 

(b) Are Government aware that not infrequently doctors on urgent 
calls in serious cases are held up for a pretty long time by the closing of 
the gates and that not infrequently passengers hurrying to catch trains 
are d^eprived of the opportuni% because of obstruction thus caused? 

(c) Are Government aware that Patna Junction is an important Eai^ 
way Station and that heavy traffic passes over the western railway crossr 
ing because of the proximity of the New Capital area and the gradual 
development and e:rtensioacL of the town on the southern side of the 
crossing ? 

(d) is it not a fact that because of this heavy traffic and the increas- 
ing inconvenience caused to the people, the Eailway authorities were at 
one time seriously considering the advisability and urgency of having an 
overbridge or a sub-way and the extension of the shimting limit to more 
convenient sides? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to state what stage the proposal has 
reached and do they propose to take steps to expedite the matter ? 

aCr. P. B. Eau: I have called for the information required from the 
Bail way Administration and will lay a reply on the table in due course. 

Molasses thkown out by the Sugar Mills. 

768, ^Mr. Anugrah Narayan Sinha: (a) Are Government aware that 
the non-utilisation of the annually increasing quantities of molasses thrown 
out by the sugar mills in the various provinces are proving injurious to the 
health of the people in the locality of the mills and may lead to epidemics 
in the areas concerned? 

(b) Are Government aware that such non-utilisation of molasses is also 
a great economic waste, and that it could be easily prevented by some 
suitable scheme of utilising this bye-product, such as, its conversion into 
some sort of alcohol? 

(c) ITi*ve Government in view any such scheme to be started in the 
near future? If not, do they propose to examine the matter? 

Mr. Earn Chandra: (a) Government have received no complaints. 

(b) and (e) The question of the disposal of molasses is receiving the 
attention of Government. 

Mr. T. S, Avinashilingam Ohettiar: Is it true that some foreign com- 
panies are stipulating to take these molasses from the Government just 
now? 

Mr, Earn Chandra: The question whether an outlet for the exportable 
sui^ilus can be found in countries outside India is being considered. 
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Non-Obsebvakot Off Fixed Timdstgs ok the Kishxjngunj-Siligubi Beakoh 

Off THE Bab REELING HliyULAYAK RAILWAY. 

769. *Maulvi Badl-uz-Zaman: (a) Arc Go’ ernmont aware tliat the 
employees of the Eashirngunj-Siliguri branch of the B. H. R. generally do 
not observe ajnd have no regard for the timings fixed by the authority 
lor the arrival and departure of the trains, and the trains are generally 
late both in arrival and departure, specially at intermediate stations ? 

(b) Are Government aware that the trains are very often detained at 
^ome particular station much longer than the time fixed for their stop- 
page? 

(e) Is it not a fact that the number of carriages in the trains of the 
IX H. B. are quite inadequate to accommodate all the passengers? 

(d) Bo Government piopose to ask the Railway authority concerned 
to look to the matters mentioned above? 

Hr. P. R. Rau: (a), (b) and (c). Government havo no information. 

(d) I am bringing the Honoiu'able Member’s question to the notice of 
the Managing Agents of the Barjeeling Himalayan Railway for such action 
as they consider necessary in regard to parts (a) and (b) and for a report in 
regard to part (c). 


MusLm Stenographers in the Government of India Bbpartments. 

770. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: (a) Will QoMmmeni jilease 
state the number of stenographers in each Department of the Government 
of India Secretariat, separately, and how many of them are Muslims? 

(b) Is it a fact that the percentage of Muslims in the stenographers 
service is far short of their proportion? If so, what special steps do 
Government propose to take to make up this deficiency? If not, why 
not? 

(c) Is it a fact that Government have issued a letter to all Secretaries 
of the Government of India regarding the recruitment of stenographers ^ 

(d) If the answer to pait (o) above be in the affirmative, will Govem- 
ment please state whether communal representation will be considered 
only in the case of outside recruitment and neglected in the case of de- 
partmental candidates? If so, are Government aware that by doing so 
the Muslims will not get their due share in the appointment of steno- 
graphers ? 

(o) Bo Government propose to fix communal representaiaon for de- 
partmental stenographers also, as is laid for outsiders in the Government 
of India, Home Department Resolution of July, 1934? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Otailr: (a) I would invite the attention of the 
Honourable Member to the statement laid on the table of the House in 
reply to starred question No. 1005 on the 31st August, 1934. 

(b) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the reply 
given to part (h) of starred question No. 365 on the 6th August, 1934. 

(c) Yes. 
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(d) and (e). The whole question of the future recruitment of steno- 
graphers is under consideration and, in so far as direct recruitment to these 
posts is concerned the claims of Muslims, as of other minority communities, 
will not he overlooked. The rules about communal representation do not 
apply to departmental promotions, which are made solely on merit, aa 
steted in the Eesolution to which the Honourable Member refers* 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I knov from the Honourable Member if 
these stenographers are recruited through the Public Service Commission? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik: Tes. 

Examikatiok ffOB Entby into the Kino’s Commissioned Ranks op the 

Army, the Royal Aib Force and the Royal Endian Marine. 

771 "'Munshi Iswar Saran: la) Will (lOvenmiLxit plpa&e ‘^tate li a 
Press Communique uas issued by the Army Department of the Govern- 
ment of India, from Simla, on the 25th July, 1931, giving particulars 
about the examination for entry to “the King’s Commissioned ranks of 
the Army, the Royal Air Force and the Royal Indian Marine” to be held in 
Delhi, on the 17th December and subsequent days ? 

(b) Is ii a fact that certain candidates on the strength of the said 
Government Communique appeared at tlic examination held in Delhi for 
entry to “the King’s Commissioned ranks of the Army, the Royal Air 
Force and the Royal Indian Marine”? 

(0) Is ii a tact that before the publication of the results ot the said 
examinations, the parents or guardians of the candidates 'were circularised 
to keep themselves in readiness and to arrange for suflSicient fimds for 
sending the successful candidates to England at short notice? 

(d) How many Indian candidates were sent to England after passing 
the said examinations for training, giving the numbers separately for each 
of the three examinations 

(e) Aie they holding Kmgs’ Commissions? 

(tj Aie the> getting the same pay as Biitish officers minus the over-seas 
allowance, and is their status the same as that of British entrants of the 
same year? 

(g) Es it a tact tlut another (loveanment Communique was issued on 
8th July, 1932, announcing certain changes in the military policy of 
Government ? 

(h) Were these changes made applicable even to those Indians who 
had appeared at the examinations in 1981 on the strength of the former 
Communique^ long before the declaralion cf the new policy^ 

(1) Will the said successful candidates be junior to Biitish Officers who 
will enter the said services in subsequent years ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham: (a) Yes, except that the date of the examin- 
ation was the 17th November and not the 17th December, 1931. 

(b) Yes 

(c) Yes, in the c<ise of candidates for the Air Foice examination. 

(d) Thirteen for the Indian Army and six for the Indian Air Force. No 
candidate for the Marine was successful. 
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(e) Yes. 

(Q Those who entered the Indian Army receive the same pay and allow- 
ances and have the same status as the British officers who were trained at 
Woolwich or Sandhurst with them. Those who entered the Indian Air 
Force receive the rates of pay sanctioned for that force, which are practi- 
cally identical with the rates of pay of the Eoyal Air Force officers serving- 
in England, but, in addition, they have also been given a special personal 
allowance to bring their pay more into line with that of the Eoyal ^ 
Force officers serving in India, in consideration of the fact that the Indian 
Air Force rates had not been published before they proceeded to England 
for training. There are no British officers in the Indian Air Force. 

‘ (g) Yes. 

(h) They were only applied to those vho entered the newly formed 
Indian Air Force through the 1931 examination, and as I have just ex- 
plained, a concession has been made in the matter of their pay. 

(i) No. 


Official National Flag 


772. ’*«Muns]ii Zswar Saran: Are Government prepared to take imme- 
diately such necessary action as may enable India to have a distinctive 
official national flag? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik: I wold refer my Honourable friend to 
the speech made in the Council of State by Sir Herbert Emerson on 
September 81, 1931, on a Eesolution moved by the Honourable Mr. Eanga- 
swamy Aiyangar. In that speech Sir Herbert Emerson, while expressing 
the sympathy of Government with the suggestion that Bidia should have, 
as other Dominions have, a distinctive flag under the British flag, ex- 
plained that Government felt that this proposal could best be considered 
when the Federation had been established, so that the responsible govern* 
ment could decide the question of the most suitable flag for India not 
merely for British India. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Is that the position of the Government todav also, 
Sir? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik: Yes. 


Members of the Depressed Classes in the Combatant Ranks of the 
Army and in the Police Force 

773. ^Munshi Iswar Saran: Win Government please state the number 
of the Members of the depressed classes (i'l in the combatant ranks of the 
Army and (ii) in the police force in the territories directly under the con- 
trol of the Government of India? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik: The information is being collected 
and will be laid on the table of the House in due course. 
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S0EO3LABSHXPS AWARDED TO DEPRESSED OlASS StUDEHTS IH THE SCHOOLS 
AND TJntvhbsity oe Delei. 

\ • 

* t 

774. Isvai Saxan: Will GovermxiexLt please state the number 

ot scbolaxships awarded to students belonging to the depressed clc^ses in 
the yeara 19B0 to 1935 (i) in the Delhi University and (ii) in the High 
Sdn^ls of Delhi? 


Mr. Bam Chandra: A statement showing the number of scholarships 
awarded to students belonging to the depressed classes in the high schools 
oi Delhi is placed on the table. Inlomii^-tion regarding the number of 
scholarships awarded to students in Delhi University is not available as 
the Unhevsitj’^ does not keep a lecord ol the religion or caste of a student 
or a scholar. 


^taie,mtut ng^irding the nvnihn ot autndifd to Sfudentb belonging to the 

Deptes'^ed 01ns^e& m the Htgh SchooU of Delhi. 

1930- 31 .. ... ... 19 

1931- 32 ... ... ... ... 9 

1932- 33 ... ... ... . . 9 

1933- 34 ... ... ... ... o 

1934- 35 ... ... . ... o 


RBPBBSENTATiyBS OP THE DEPRESSED CLASSES IK THE DELHI 

MuKIdPALITY. 

775. ’'‘Munshi Iswar Saran: Are there any representatives of the de- 
pressed classes in the Delhi Municipality? If so, what is their number? 

Mr. Bam Chandra-: The reply to the first part of the question is in the 
negative. The second part docs not arise. 

Miinshi Iswar Saran: Will Government take necessary action for- Urn 
representation of the depressed classes on the Municipal Board of Delhi ? 

Mr. Bam Chandra: The door of election is open to members of the de- 
pressed classes. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May I know from the Honourable Member if 
there is representation on the Delhi Municipality also by communal and 
class rLpresentation ? 

Mr. Bam Chandra: Sir, the Delhi Municipality is divided into twelve 
wards an<l a Hindu and a Muhammadan Member is returned from each 
ward 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Are they returned by a joint electorate or a 
separate electorate? 

Mr. Bam Chandra: Hindus may vole for Hindus and Mussalmans for 
Mussalmans. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: Is it joint or separate? 

Mr. Bam Chandra: I do not Imow . . . 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Mr. M, S. Artejr: My friend has yet to learn? 


19711 


Mr, Sri Prakasa: Are the electorates divided into Hindus and Muham- 
madans or into Muslims and non-Muslims ? 

lb* B a t n Cliaiidaea: 1 have not got the actual regulations before me, but, 
from the papers I have in my possession, it is clear that Hindus may vote 
ior Bfcdus and Muslims for Muslims, 

Mr. Sri Prakasa: Have the Christians and the Parsees no right of votes ? 

Mr. Earn Ohandra: They may vote for members of either community, 

Haji Seth Abdoola Haroon: Have Government got the right to nomi- 
nate members to the Board? 


Mr. Earn Ohandra: Yes. Government have not nominated any mem- 
ber of the depressed classes on this occasion, but I may point out that in 
the last Municipal Committee there were two elected members of the de- 
pressed classes. They got in through the door of election. 


Munshi Iswar Saran: In view of the fact that there is no member of 
the depressed classes on the Board of the Municipality of Delhi, will Gov- 
ernment coDsidei’ the advisability of nominating a member of the depressed 
classes when a suitable opportunity occurs ? 

Mr. Earn Ohandra: The suggestion will be brought to the notice of the 
Local Administration. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa: On what electoral rolls Parsees and Christians are 
shown in Delhi? 

Mr. H. P. Mody: Depressed classes. (Laughter.) 

Mr. M. Asaf AH: I think I mav answer that question on behalf of 
Government. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): Order, order. The 
question is not put to the Honourable Member. 


Steps taken to spread Edxtoation among the Depressed Cdasses. 

776. *Muuiflil Iswar Saran: What steps have the Government of 
India taken to spread education among the depressed classes in the 
territories directly under their control? 


Mr, Earn Ohandra: I lav a statement on the table. 
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8taUtmnt t^garditig tahan by Government to spread Education cemong the 

Depressed Classes in the centrcdly admmistered areas, 

Government are nnable to give a complete Hst of the steps taJsen to spread educaMon 
.Wong depressed dasses in centrally ^ministered areas, but the following lines of 
action have been taken : 

Ddhi. 

(a) Schools are not retained on the list of recognised and aided schools if the 
<uinanagement refuse admission to depressed class students. 

(b) 32 Government scholarships are civ\arded to students belonging to the depressed 
classes. 

(c) Preference is given to depressed dass students in respect to admission and 
award of Government stipends in the Government Normal Schools, Najafgarh, and the 
Government Training School for Women, Delhi. 

(d) Delhi University have exempted candidates of depressed classes from the pay- 
ment of examination fees until the e.vaminaiion of 1940. 

Aj/nei-Me)7fara, 

(q) 15 scholarbhips have been reserved in rural schools for award to depressed class 
children 

(b) Preference is given to students of depressed classes in the matter of admission 
to the Normal School, Ajmer and the Central Training Class attached to it. 

< 

Girls belonging to the Depressed Classes in Institutions of Delhi* 

777, *Munshi Iswar Saran: What is the number of girls belonging to 
the depressed classes in Government or Government-aided institutions of 
Delhi? 

Mr. Ram Chandra: The number of girls belonging to the depressed 
classes in Government or Government-aided institutions of Delhi was 509 on 
the 31st March, 1934. 

Munshi Iswar Saran: mam of them were in the primary section 

nod lieu many in the secondary section? 

Mr. Ram Chandra: I must ask for notice of that question. 

Munshi Iswar Saran: Is there any ban on the depressed class girls in 
reoard to thoir c-ntry into Government schools? 

Mr. Ram Chandra: There is no ban whatever. 

Munshi Iswar Saran: Is their number increasing or decreasing? 

Mr. Ram Chand’*a: I m ist ask for noiicc. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Is any special encouragement 

dven io the dej^ressed classes? 

Mr. Ram Chandra: I think the answer will be found in the statement 
which I have laid on the table in answer to Mr. Iswar Saran's preceding 
question. 

Munshi Iswar Saran: Have you discussed the question of giving special 
encouragement to the girls of the depressed classes in that statement ? 
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Mr. Bam Ohaadra: I have got the statement before me here. There it 
Is said: 

“Schools are not lelanied on the list of recognised and aided schools if the roanage- 
naent refuse admission to depiessed class students. ■” 

That is one of the things that I find in the statement. 

Munsbl Iswar Saran: Is it the only encouragement that Government 
'give to the girls of the depressed classes? 

Mr. Bam Chandra: There are a certain number of Government scholar- 
ships also which are awarded to students belonging to depressed classes. 

Mtindti Iswar Saran: Will you kindly tell us their number? 

Mr. Bam Chandra: Their number is 32 according to this statement, but 
I am not sure how many of them are for girls and how many for boys. 

Divisions in the Leoisuative AssbmbIiY on the Joint Pabliambntabt 

Committee Report. 

778. *Mr. S. Satyamnrti: (a) Will the Honourable the Law Member 
be pleased to state: 

(i) whether any correspondence has passed between the Government 

of India and the Secretary of State in respect of the attitude 
of the Government in the voting in the divisions on the Joint 
Parliamontarv Committee Report in the Legislative Assembly; 

(ii) whether it is a fact that the Secretary of State directed the 

Government of India to decide this question themselves; and 

(iii) the reasons why Government decided to take part in the voting ? 
(b) Will the Honourable the Law Member he pleased to state: 

(i) whether the Government of India have oommimicated to the 

Secretary of State the results of the voting in the Legislative 
Assembly on the motions in respect of the Joint Parliamentary 
Committee Report; 

(ii) in what form they have communicated the same; 

{iii) whether they have heard from the Secretary of State in answer 
to the communication; and 

(iv) whether Government will place the entire correspondence on the 

table of the House? 

The Honourable Sir Bxipendra Sircar: (a) (i) and (ii). No. 

(iii) Government Members have right of vote, which right they thought 
fit to exercise. 

(b) (i) and (ii). The Government of India informed the Secretary of 
State of the substance of the amendments voted on and the number of 
Members who voted for and against each amendment. 

(iii) No. 

(iv) Government consider it is not in public interest to lay on the table 
-the confidential correspondence which is asked to be laid on the table. 
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Ittr. S. Satyamurti: In view of tlie fact that, to the best of my know 
ledge, practically all the Local Governments did not vote in thei: 
Legislative Councils on the motions or amendments in connection witl 
the Joint Parliamentary Committee Eeport, may I know the reasons whj 
the Government of India decided to take pait in the voting? 

The Honourable Sir Nrip^dra Sircar: Members m Local Councils 
having the right of vote, thought fit not to exercise it, but Members her< 
exercised the right which they have und^r the Statute. 

Ur. B. rSatyamurti: May I know if one of the reasons why the Govern 
ment decided to take part in the voting was that they had felt that, i 
they did not so vote, this House was bound to pass the OdUgresu Eesolu 
tion? 

The Honourable Sir Mripendra Sircar: My frieoad um >dxmr «&uoh teler 
ence as he chooses. But if any Member who exercised his right an( 
thought fit to exercise that right, because the Resolution was objection 
able, he must have done so. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: Did the official Members adopt that course indivi 
dually or was it done on behalf of the Government? 

The Honourable Sir Hripendra Sircar: I am not prepared to disclose 
that until I know what my friend did Did he exercise his right indi 
vidually ^ 

llr« M. S* Aney: I have asked my Honourable friend a question, 
and I want its answer? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar: T was not present at any meet 
ing at which consultation was held. 

ICr. S. Satyamurti: Was anv whip issued by the Government in thii 
House 9 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar: Ko 

Mr, Sami Vencatachelam Ohetty: What was tho number of votes eon 
tributed by Government in the division on the motions^ 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar: That will be available fron 
the piocoedings of the House which have been published. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: May 7 know' w'hat was the ‘‘substatnee of th« 
amendmejits’’ which were carried in the House, which was commxmi 
cated by the Government of India to the Secretary of State? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar: T meant by substance the exac 
language of the amendments 

Mr, S, Satyamurti: May T take it that ro word w'as put in there b’’ 
the Government, which was not already in the amendments? 



ASD AHSirBBS- im 

The Sonauralie ffir XTripendra Sdxca^r; That was my repUji as peg^ds 
Ihe language of the amendments. 

Hr. Lsdcbaud Navalrai: May I know if the Government had made up 
their mind from the very beginning to vote on that question in a p^ti- 
cular way or did they make up their mind after hearing the dabate in tthf 
House ? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar: I am not aware as to at ^hs^t 
exact hour and exact date each particular Member thought he was going 
to vote in a particular way. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: May I Jmow, therefore, that Government Members 
voted each according to his own conscience and according to his own 
judgment, or whether they voted as a patty? 

The Honourable Sir Nilpendra Sircar: Government Members vote 
according to their conscience. 

Seth Govind Das: Do the Government Members ever vote on the Con- 
gress side? 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohattiar: Did the Local Governments take 
the advice of the Government of India when they decided not to take 
part in the voting in their respective Provmcial OounoUa? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar: I do not follow the Honourable 
Member. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant: Did the Government of India advise the 
Local Governments to restri'it the voting in their respective Councils only 
to non-official elements in the House? 

The Honpurabl/e Sir Nri^pendra Sijrcar; 1 would like to have your ruling, 
Sir, as to whether this supplementary quesiion arises out of this question? 

Ur. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur iBahim); It does not arise. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pent: The point is this .... 

Hr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : The Chair has given 
its ruling. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti; "WiE Governmeci s^iate why they will not place 
the entire correspondence between the Secretary of State and the Gov- 
ernment of India on the table of the House, especially in view of the 
Honourable the Law Member’s statement that not one word was put in 
in the '‘substance of the amendments’* which was not already there? 

Hr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur EahimV. The Honom’able 
Member* has *clready said that he did not consider it desirable; to do so 
in the public interest. 

B 
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Pandit Oovind Ballabli Pant: W^e the Qovernment of India 
by the Secretary of State to ascerbam non-offtoial opinion in the matter 
of the proposals contained in the Joint Parliamentary Committee Eeport? 

The Eonoiicable Sir Hxipendra Sircar: That does not arise. If my 
Hononrable friend would put down a separate question, I shall answer. 

Pandit Oovind Ballabh Pant: Were the Members of the Government 
of India free to vote against the proposal of the Joint Parliamentary Com- 
mittee Beport? 

The Honourable Sir Biipendra Sircar: That depended on their indivi- 
dual conscience which thev always cpcercise most conscientiously. 

Mr* T* S* Avinashilmgaxn Chettiax: Do they ever have a conscience?' 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): Next question. 


Debts inotjbbed by King Ibn Sato fob pxrEOHASB of Asms. 

779. *Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar: Will Government please 
state whether it is true that a share of the debts incurred by King Ibn 
Saud for purchase of arms was paid by the Government of India ? 

Mr. A. F. Metcalfe: The answer is in the negative. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashiliagam Ohettiar: Did Government see in tlia 
Hindustan Times a statement to that effect? 

Mr. H. A. F. Metcalfe: 1 did not see actually the thing to which the 
Honourable Member refers. 


Manxtfactubb and Fbee Distbibxttion of Quinine. 

780. *Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta (on behalf of Dr. P. N. Banerjea) : Are 
Government prepared to consider the desirability of: 

(a) taking all necessary steps to promote the manufacture of quinine 

in India at cheap cost, and 

(b) the distribution of quinine to the masses free of charge or at a 

nominal price? 

Mr. Bam Chandra: (a) As the Honourable Member is aware this will 
be a matter for the provinces under the new Constitution 

(b) This is already a provincial matter as Public Health is a transfeiTed' 
Subject I may add that the Govornmenl of India have certain surplus 
stocks of quinine and are prepared to consider proposals from Local Gov- 
ernments for its sale on reasonable terms. 

Prof. N. (jT. Banga: What is the reason for the retention of thin surplust 
stock of quinine with the Government of India while all over India there^ 
is such a ereat demand for Quinine 
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Mr. Bam Chandra: The Government of India have to retain oertain 
stock in order to deal with emergent situations. 

Dr. O. V. Deshmtikh; Do the Government of India keep quinine for 
meieantile purposes or for the purpose of distributing to malarial patients? 

Mr. Bam Chandra: The stock is kept for sale to Local Governments 
for the lieatment of patients suffering from malaria. 

Dr. O'. V. Deshmukh: Is quinine supplied in sufficient quantities to 
Local Governments to be disiributed to malarial affected population of 
India? 

Mr. Bam Chandra: It all depends upon the demand received from 
Local Governments. No demand has ever been refused. 

Dr. O. V. Deshmukh: Is It because that there has been no malaria 
and that is why there has been no demand for quinine? 

Mr. Bam Chandra: There has been a certain amount of demand. But 
the demand must depend upon the financial situation of the provinces. 
We asked the Local Governments in 1932 whether they would be pre- 
pared to spend larger sums of money to popularise the sale of quinino 
which was in Government stoclj, but their replies were generally dis- 
appointing. 

Dr. O. V, Deshmukh: How do you mean to popularise quinine by 
keeping their price high? 

Mr. Bam Chandra: The price of quinine is Rs 18 per pound, which 
does not compare unfavourably wiih the price of quinine in the open 
market 

Dr. G. V. Deshmukh: What would be the ordinary pi ice if therev was 
no middleman’s profit? 

Mr. Bam Chandra: The ]irice of imported quinine in September, 1984, 
was Rs. 23 per pound which shows that the Government price is very 
favourable. 

Dr. O. V. Deshmukh; Is it not that the price of quinine would 
come to Rs. 12 per pound and that the Government of India want to sell it 
at a profit of more than 88 per cent, and that is why the stocks have 
gone up while the malarial affected patients are suffering all over the 
country ? 

Mr. Bam Chandra: The average cost of maniifactnre of quinine comes 
to roughly Es. 15 pqr pound. 

Mr. B. Das: At what price did the Government of India sell their 
surplus quinine to the Kina bureau? Was it not at Es. 12 per pound? 

Mr. Bam Chandra: I do not know of any sales to the Kina bureau. 
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Vi. B. Bass: Bid xx^ tke lof %he Quaii& to 

India last year to negotia^te »4h6 sale of ttoe» au»|Bii3JB ^teicBc of tgpctetoie ? 


ItEc. Bam dttanflfa: I undeistand that certain negotiations are still 
^omg on. 

Hr. B. Bas: So f%ir there has been no sulo of quinine^ 


ICr. Bam COumdira: Government sold a certain amount of quinine on 
aa tender system. The rmnimum price fixed at that time was Es. 16-8-0 
per pound. That was in 198B. 

TxxA. H. Banga: When the cost pice is said to be Rs. 15 'per 
pound, why do Government insist on selling it at Es. 18 pw pound? 

Idr. Bam Ohandra: The real roimon is this. If Government sold it at 
very much less than what they are doing now, there is every danger that 
quinine might get into the hands of wholesale dealers who would not be 
willing to pass on the profit to the consumer. They will make all the 
profit themselves and will pass on the article to the consumer only at the 
Tate which prevails in fiie open market. 

Pro!. N. G. Banga: Do Government wish to make a profit at the 
expense of these unhealthy people in the country who are crying out for 
-cheaper quinine? 

ICr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Thai is argument. 

Iffr. M. Anantfaasayanam Ayyangar: What is the quantity of quinine 
produced locally? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Order, order. Next 
question. 

NoH-WiTHmuwAii ov Ban on certain Conorbss and Alijbd 

Associations. 

781, *Mr. S, Satyamurti: Will the Honourable the Home Member be 
pleased to state: 

(a) the number and the names of Congress and allied associations 

against whom the ban imposed by Government has not yet 
been withdrawn ; 

(b) the reasons why the ban has not yet been withdrawn; and 

(c) whothei Government propose to withdraw the ban, and if so, 

when? 

The Honourable Sir Heniy Craik: I would reefer the Honourable Mem- 
ber to the answer given by me on the 14th February, to Mr. Mohan Lai 
Saksena’s questions Nos. 272 and 273 on the same subject. 
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Mf« S» Satjfamiirtt; May I know, with regard to the Hindustaiu Sera 
Dal, what is the iufornaation in the possession of the Honourable the 
Home Member that certain branches of this organisation are teaching 
their members rifle practice? In what province is it done, and what is 
the information on which the Honourable Member relies? 

The Honourable Sir Hei:^ Graik: I said in at least one instance, — 
cannot remember which province that was in, T think it was in the United 
Provinces — the use/ of the rifle was taught. 


Mr. Mohan Lai Saksenai! Was any member of the Hindustani Seva 
Dal prosecuted under the Arms Act ? * 

lie Honourable Sir Henry Oralk: I nm not aware of that. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Will the Honourable Alemboi make enquiries and 
find out why Local Governments consider the branches of the 
Hindustani Seva Dal revolutionary in their provinces, revolutionary in the 
sense that they are advocating or' practising violent methods? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik: I have no intention of making any 
further enquiries. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Why has he no intention? In view of the per- 
sistent demand from this side of the House that the Hindustani Seva Dal 
is a Congress organisation and that the ban on the ‘^ame ought to have 
been removed long ago, why should not tho Honourable Member make 
enquiries 

The Honourable Sir Henry Graik: I have already received information 
which satisfies me that it is not purely a Congress organisation. 

Pandit Oovind BaUabh Pant: What happened to the rifles of the 
Hindustani Seva Dal? Did the police take bold of them? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Next question. 


Mr. S. Satyamurti: As part (a) of question No. 782 w^as already very 
fully answered by the Honourable the Home Member, I wish to put today 
only parts (b) and (c) of that question. 

Rulbass of Persons convicted in connection with the Civil 
Disobedience Movement, 

782. *Mr, S. Satyamurti: WDl the Honourable the Homo Member be 
pleased to state; 

[(a) the number of prisoners convicted and sentenced in connection 
with the Civil Disobedience Movement, who arc still in 
prison;] 

(b) the reasons why they have not yet been released; and 

(e) whether Government propose to release them, and if so, when ? 
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■Ehe HonouraMe Sir Henry Oraik: (b) and (c). As I have already ex* 
plained in answer to a supplementary question by Pandit Govind Ballabh 
Pant,^ the decision regarding releases rests with Local Governments who 
examine these oases from time to time in accordance with the policy of 
premature release referred to in the Government of India’s communiqud 
of the 6th June, 1984, 

Impobt Off Safety Match Boxes ijstto India. 

783, *Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyaagar: (a) x\re Government aware 
4hat nearly 29,000 gross of safety match boxes were imported into India 
from April 1934 to November 1934? 

fb) Are nob safety matches of like quality mamifcioiured in India? 
If they are manufactured, how is it that there are still large quantities being 
imported ? 

(c) Are Government aw’are that the excise duty on matclies is adversely 
affecting the match industry in India? 

^(d) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of taking 
effective steps to encourage the entire production locally of matches required 
for use in India? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) I am unable lo express an ojiinion as to the quality of matches 
manufactured in India as compared with the quality of those imported 
but, as the Honourable Meinoer has just been informed, imports now 
represent considerably less than one }>cr cc,nt. of the estimated Indian 
production 

(c) No, Sir. 

(d) In vieT\ ot the comparatively negligible quantity of imports the 
question of taking niiy fiuther steps beyond the tariff protection already 
afforded does not arise. 

Enooxtbagement of the Cottage Match iNDtrsTBy in India, 

784. *Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: What steps have Govern- 
ment taken to encourage the cottage match industry in India? 

The Honourable Sff Joseph Bhore: I would refer the Honourable Mem- 
ber to paragraph 4 of the Commerce Department Resolution No. 235-T 
(24) published in the Gazette of India of 1st September, 1928, on the 
Report of the Tariff Board regarding the grant of protection to the Match 
Industry. As stated there the Government of India accepted the Board’s 
ffndmg that the manufacture of matches is not a fit industry for develop- 
ment on cottage lines. I would point out, however, that in the matter of 
excise duty a rebate is allowed to factories whose daily output does not 
exceed 100 gross boxes 


Mr. T. S. Avinashllingaxn Ohettiar: May I know how many cottage 
factories have taken advantage of that rebate^ 

Mr. A. J. Radsman: Every cottage factory is entitled to the rebate, 
and I have no doubt they automatically take advantage of it. 
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Hr. T. S. Avtnadiilingam Obettiar: Hbw mmy have taken advantage? 

Ur. A. J. Baisman: As many as exist. 

pandit Ciovind Ballabh Pant: What is their number? 

Mr. A. J. Baisman: I have akeady answered a question on that subject 
this morning. 


Amount spent in making New Sidings and Yards fob the Abmt and New 
Rodling Stock in the Shape of Aeeopiane Wagons. 

785. *Mir. 0. N, Muthnranga Mudaliar: (a) Will Government be pleased 
iio state the amount spent in making new sidings and yards ^or the army 
•and new rolling stock in the shape of seroplane wagons so far and for the 
last five years each? 

(b) How much rolling stock have the Army Department fco carry troops 
and how many wagons have they for troop train purposes alone? 

(c) Hbw much are the Army Department paying for it? 

(d) If no payment is made, are concessions allowed even without pay- 
ment? 

(e) Do Government propose to stop the concessions ? 

Mr. P. B. Ban: (a) Government regret that the information regarding 
the amount spent year by year on new sidings and yards for the army is 
not readily available. 

There are four aeroplane cars which are reserved for the exclusive 
use of the Army Department. They were built in 1926 at a total cost of 
Rs. 1,10,536. 

(b) Excluding the saloons reserved for the use of high military officials 
the following stock is reserved for the exclusive use of the Army Depart- 


ment: 

Military Cars . . « ... . . . . 62 

Ambulance vehicles 9 

Military Kitchen cars . • ^ • . . . . II 

Petrol Tank Wagons . . 10 

Military Canteens 2 

Military First class carziages ... .... 4 


(c) In addition to haulage, the Army Dep»artment pay interest, mainte- 
nance and depreciation charges at 9^ per cent, per annum on the capital 
cost of the vehicles reserved for the exclusive use of the Army Depart- 
ment. The amount that is tpaid annually by that Department is Es. 2| 
lakhs approximately. 

(d) and (e). Do not arise. 
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Mr. 0. H* IflCuthuraiiga MudidSto: Arisittg out of tine anBweac to (b^ may 
1 know how many saloons are maintained and what is the number of 
military ofiSicers who use these Silbbnif? 

4 

Mr. P, B. Eau; If my Honourable friend desires^ I shall obtain the 
infoimation and commimioate it to him. 


Mr. 0. H. Muthuianga Mudaliar: Arising out of the answer to (c), who 
pays the capital cost of these saloons and other vehicles? 

Mr, P, Br» iB&ii: I think the csipital cost is charged to railways. The 
Army Department pays interest, maintenance and depreciation. 

t Dr, S&apd^U Alimad; Is this account debited only to the accounts of 
the strategic railways or do they receive a cheque directly from the^rmy 
Department ? “ttv 

Mr. P, B. Batit I must have notice of that question. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar: Are these paid for by the military 
authorities? if j j 

Mr. P. B. Ban: The military authorities pay interest, maintenance and 
depreciation at 9i iper cent. 

Mr. T. S, Avinashilingam Ghettiar: And the capital investment is made 
by the railways? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. T. S, Avinashilingam Ohettiar: What is the amount? 

Mr. P. R. Bau: I should like to have notice of that question. The 
total charge of 2| iakhs amounts to 9^ per cent, of the capital cost, which 
can easily be calculated. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant: To which account is the cost of sidings 
and yards for the army debited? 

Mr. P. R. Bau: That information is not readily availabJ'S. It will take 
some time, because the accounts are not kept separate. 


Sblbotion of Members to the Auvisoby CoxnsfoiLS ok Railways. 

786. *Mr. 0. N. Muthuxanga Mudaliar: (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state how members are selected to the advisory councils on Rail- 
ways? 

(b) Was any one selected to the Madras and Southern Maliratta Rail- 
way Advisory Committee on behalf of ryots of the Madras Presidency? 

(c) How was the selection made? 

(d) Was it by the Recommendation of the Chief Minister, Madraa 

^ - .. . J 



QtnssnoNs and answers. 


to. P. S. Ban: (a) I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply 
Honourable Mr. (now Sir John) Woodhead to panrtjs (2) and 
(3; of the Honourable Babu Jagdish Chandra Banerjee*s question} No. 20 
in the Council of State on the 11th February, 1931. 

(b) The Agent, Madras and Southern Mahratta Eailway, advised the 
Government of Madras on the 30th May, 1938, that there was a vacancy 
for one additional member on the Local Advisory Committee and that he 
had no objection to the appointment of a non-official to represent agricul- 
tural interests. 

(c) and (d). The selection was to have been made by the Government 
of Madras. 1 am iinable to say how it waS actually made. 

to. C. N. Muthuranga Uudaliar: Is it reasonable to refer to an answer 
given years ago in another place? 

to. P. B. Ban: The answer was given in 1981. 

to. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): Peihaps the 
Honourable Member will give a substance of that answer. 

Mr. P. B. Bau: I have the answer here which is two pages long, but 
I can say that the general hnes on wnich these committees should be 
constituted were, two Local Government members nominated by the Local 
Governments, three representatives of the Legislative Council, one member 
from the local Municipality or Corporation of the railway headquarters, 
hve members representing industries, commerce and trade. 

Mr. 0. W. Muthuranga Mudaliar: Will this two page answer be publish- 
ed in the Assembly proceedings? 

Mr. P, B. Bau: It is already there in the Council of Stale debates, 
and it is easy, if the Honourable Member is interested to get a copy of 
those debates. 

Pitof. B, Q-. Banga: In view of the fact that none of these members 
happen to be representative of agricultural interests, will the Government 
of India be iprepared to consider the advisability of reserving some places 
on these Advisory Councils for representatives of agricultural interests? 

to. P. B. Bau: I have already answered that question so far as the 
Madras ^nd Southern Mahratta Eailway is concerned. One member has 
been, so far as I know, nominated by the Madras Government to represent 
agricultural interests. 

Mr. Lalchand Bavalrai: May I know if the Central Advisory Council 
is going to be re-formed and re-elected, and, if so, w'hen? 

Mr , p, B, Bau: I think a motion will be made by the Honourable 
the Eailway Member next week with regard to the election of the Central 
Advisory Council. 

VtOl. K. O. Baa^: May I asli if Government are prepared to consider 
the advisability of giving some places on these Advisory Councils for the 
representation of railway passengers’ associations also 2 
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Mr. P, R. Rau: In order to prevent these committees being too large 
Jand unwieldy, it is necessary to have a maximuin, and the question of 
different interests to be represented was carefully considered when they 
were &st constituted on the reconunendation of the Ackworth Committee. 
They have not been reconsidered since then. 

Mr. H. M. Jo^: Is there any provision for the representation of 
third class passengers ? 


Mr. P. R. Rau: Not directly. 

Mr. N. M. Jo^i: May I ask whether the Government of India propose 
•to devise some method by which third class passengers may be repre- 
-sented? 


Sir Oowasii Jehangir: May I ask whether thej^ can be represented by 
my Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi? 


Mr. N. M. May I ask whether there is any objection to my repre- 

senting third class passengers? 


Mr. P, R. Rau: I do not see any. 


Eooitomic Question oe Indian Railways. 

787. *Mr, 0. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar: (a) Have Government secured 
the services of Mr. Pope to go into the economic question of Indian Rail- 
ways, and has any report been prepared by him? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to place the report on the table of this 
House? 


Mr, P. R. Rau: Mr Pope visited India, at the invitation of Govern- 
ment, tn the winters of 1932-33 and 1933-34 and submitted two reports 
on the methods of efEectiug econom's and increasing efficiency on Indian 
Railways. Tliese reports are available in the Ijibrary of the House. 


Expiry op Lease op certain Company-managed Railways. 

788 *Mr. O. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar: (a) What are the Company- 
managed Railways whose periods of lease will expire, and if so, when? 

(b) Are Government aware that the M^vsore Government intends taking 
up the Bangalore-Hanthar line from the Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Railway? If so, when and under what terms? 

(c) Do Government contemplate extending the lease period of any of 
the railways? If so, will Government be pleased to state why they do not 
take up these railways under their management? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: (a) Assuming that my Honourable friend is referring 
'■ifco the contracts of Comjpanies managing State-owned Railways, the dates 



1986 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS- 

«oii which contracts can be terminated, after twelve months’ notice in each 
*cas6, are as follows: 

1. Madras and Southern Mahratta. • « 31s December, 1937. 

2. Bengal and North Western and Bohilkund 31st December, 1937, or 

and Kuznaon 194:2. 

3. Bombay, Baroda and Central India. , 31st December, 1941. 

4. Assam Bengal ^ • . . , • 31st December, 1941. 

d. South Indian ■•«,.. Slat December, 1945. 

6, Bengal Nagpur. 31st December, 1960. 

(b) The Mysore Government have expressed a desire to take over the 
Bangalore-Haridar line as early as possible. The question of terms, etc., 
Is under negotiation. 

(c) The question of taking over a lino to State management is consi- 
dered near ,the time when notice of termination has to be given — a year 
before the date of purchase. 

Mr. 0. N. Miithuranga Mudaliar: What is the general policy of Gov- 
•ernment with regard to this matter of taking up these lines into State 
management? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: The policy depends on the circumstances existing at 
the time. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant: Have Government given any thought 
to the acquisition of the Rohilkund Kumaon Eailway? 

Mr, P, B. Ban: This question will be considered very shortly, because 
notice is to be given on the 31st December, 1936, if it is going to be 
acquired. 

Tandit Govind Ballabh Pant: Are Government aware of the fact that 
ibhe administration of that railway is very imsatisfaotory? 

Mr. P, B. Bau; That is a matter of opinion. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant: What is the view of Government so far 
as the question of administration goes? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): That too is a 
matter of opinion. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti: Are Government considering the question of acquir- 
ing the Madras and Southern Mahratta Eailway management? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: That will be taken up at the same time. 

Seth GOvind Das: What about the Bengal and North-Western Eail- 
way 

Mr. P. B. Bau: Notice is to be given on the 31st December, 1936. The 
question whether notice should be given or not will be considered very 
shortly. 
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Traostspob'I? Rates ok AasioriJTUBiAl# Pbobitob ok bach Railway. 


789. *Mr. 0 .IST, Muthuranga Mudaliar: (a) Will Goyemment be pleased 
to state what are the transport rates on agricultural produce on each Rail- 
way? 

(b) Do Goyemment propose to keep the rartes unifonn on all the Rail- 
ways? 

Mr, P. Bu Stoa: (a) Tor the purpose of freight rates commodities are* 
placed in ten different classes, the maximum rate for the lowest class 
being 0-88 pie per maund per mile and for the highest class l'?7 pie per 
thaund pei^ mite. agrieult^d. prodAictfe are in the the 

principal exception being cotton. Within the maximum rate of 0-^ p^e 
aM a minimum rate of 0*19 pte^ authorised by Government for this class,; 
BaaJWay Administrations are empowered to quote such rates as circum- 
stances require. It is in the exercise of these powers that the actual 
rates charged for agricultural produce on the various railways are consider- 
ably lower than the maximum permissible. The rates charged are notiiied 
by the different Railway Administrations in their goods tariffs. To compile 
the information which ’mv Honourable friend requires showing the varia- 
tions and also the numerous special rates thab are charged for the different 
commodities covered bv the term ‘tegrioultural produce*' would involve 
the ipublication of a bulky volume. 

(b) Uniformity in rates is not practicable owing to financial and other 
conditions on different railways varying, 

Mr, 0. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar: With regard to the answer to part 
(b), why is an uniform rate not fixed for a particular commodity on all 
lines? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: That means that you will have to scrap all existing 
lates and build up a rates structure anew. 

Seth Gnvmd Das: Is it not advisable to do so? 

Prof. N, G. Ranga: Does the Honourable Member mean, when he says 
that agricultural commodities are carried at the lowest rate, that cereals 
are included in that term? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I have said that the actual rates charged for agricul- [ 
tural produce on various railways are considerably lower than the maximum 
permissible. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: There is another statement that he has made that 
most o£ the agricultural products are in the lowest class: does that term 
include also cereals, like rice, wheat and other grain? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I am afraid I must ask for notice of that question. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: What is the reason for this differ 
enee of rate on certain railways? 

Mr. P. R, Rau: Differing conditions? 




nof. ix, a. 'Ranga: Is it a laet tiksit ike }fy4vm 
Bailway has not so far made any ai(aesDsv|>t to reduce the railway freight 
on agricultural produce? 

Mr. P. B. Eau: I am not sure of that: I should hke to have 'notice 
of that question before I attempt to reply to a statement like that. 

IUSUT^TS of tot EOAU-RAITi ColSTFEOTNO?:. 

790. ^lEr* C. N. Muthuranga Mudallar: (a) Will Oovernmesut be 
pleased to state the results of the Bead-Bail Gorderenoe? 

(b) Has any policy been formulated for combating and developing the 
Boad and Bail transport ? If so, will Government be pleased to state what 
it is? 

fhe Honourable Sir Aaufe (Noyoa: (a) O^he Conference adopted eight 
Beaolutions which will be found at the Appendix to the Proceedings, copies 
•of which are in the Library. Briefly, these Besolutions recommended the 
oe-ordination of road and railway development and traffic and the creation 
of machinery at the Centre and within the Provinces to secure this. These 
Besolutions have been the subject of correspondence with Local Govern- 
ments as a resiilt of which there is now, it is believed, a Provincial Board 
•of Gommumeations in every Province upon which railways are represented, 
and which will, it is hoped, result in a larger measure of co-ordination 
within the Provinces. There has also been brought into existence a Trans- 
port Advisory Council consisting of the Member or JS»lembers of the Gov- 
ernment of India concerned sitting with Provincial Ministers and their 
advisers. 

(b) A concise statement of policy adopted by the Transport Advisory 
Council at its first meeting, held in January last, was laid on the table 
of this House in reply to unstarred question No. 108 a^ked by Professor 
N. G. Banga on the 22nd ‘February, 1936. 

Frol. N, Or. Easiga: Is the Honourable Member aware of the fact that 
the development of road oommufoications in the Madras Presidency is 
being restneted in order to help the railways? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Hoyce: Might I ask the Honourable Member 
to repeat his question? And in view of his industry in asking supple- 
mentary questions, mav I venture to suggest to the Leader of his Party, 
as a personal favour to us, that Prof. Banga might be brought to a seat 
nearer the front than the one he now occupies? 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai: That matter will be considered. 

Frof. N, 0-. Eanga: I am perfectly prepared to accept the Honourable 
Member’s oomphment: but the Honourable Member is just as inaudible to 
me as I am to him. My question is: is be aware of the fact that the 
Madras Government are trying to restrict the development of road com- 
munications in that province in order to help railways? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce: No: I am not aware of that: my 
Honourable colleague, the Bailway Member, will be very interested to 
'hear that fact. 
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AUOXnST SPEET OE PBEAMCBim SHOPS OK THE MaDBAS AKB SoXTISHEHK 

Mahraota Railway. ' r 

791. *Mr. 0. N. Muthuiaiiga Mudaliar: (a) What is the amount spent 
by Government on Perambur Shops on the Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Railway ? 

(b) How much more do Government propose to spend? 

(c) What is the expenditure required for Salt Locomotive yard in 
Madras and Hubli station yards? 

(d) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of construct- 
ing the metre gauge workshops for both Madras and Sou^em Mahratta 
Railway and South Indian Railway broad gauge and metre gauge? 

(e) If Government are not able to connect Madras with metre gauge 
of Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway, are they prepared to take 
up Madras-Tirupati metre gauge line construction? 

(f) Is it a fact that the survey of the Madras-Tirupati metre gauge line 
has been completed? 

(g) Are estimates prepared, and if so, at what cost, and what is the 
cost of laying the new line? 

(h) With a view to lessening the cost of the workshops construction in 
so many places, do Government propose to consider ihe advisability of 
having all the workshops at Madras and connect Tirupati or any metre 
gauge station to Madras by a metre gauge line? 

Mr. P. R. Ran: (a) Rs 258 lakhs. 

(b) Rs. 6 lakhs. 

(c) Salt Locomotive Yard Rs. 15*65 lakhs; Hubli, Rs. 16*60 lakhs. 

(d) No, There is nothing to be gained by doing this. 

(e) Government are taking up the re-consideration of all the projects 
which were considered remunerative but which were dropped for th© time 
being owing to financial stringency. If this project is likely to be^ remune- 
rative it vdll be one of the projects that will be reconsidered, 

(f) A survey was made in 1912-13 and re-examined in 1928. 

(g) The 1912-13 survey cost Rs. 67,000. The re-examination about 
Rs. 9,000. 

In 1928 the cost was estimated at about Rs. 81 lakhs, but this figure 
will require revision before it can be accepted as the cost, if the line were 
to be built now. 

(h) No. 

Mr. 0. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar: May I know whether Government 
have not considered it remunerative even before they started the survey? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: It is only a survey that can enable us to predict whether 
the line is likely to be remunerative or not: before we start a survey, w© 
cannot say whether it is likely to be remunerative. * 

Mr. 0. R. Muthuranga Mudaliar: Is it not necessary to consider the 
remunerative nature of a scheme before they made the second survey at 
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Mr. P. P. Bau: It was only a re-examinatioji the seoond time. 

Mr. C. N. Mutliuranga Mudaliar: How many more re-examinations will* 
be neoesary? 

!Bto. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Is it not a faob that if the Tirupati 
line is carried as far as Madras, the Hubli workshops can be abolished and 
there can be only one central workshop at Perambur? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: I cannot understand the connection between the Tiru- 
pati-Madras line and the Hubli workshops, 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: When the metre gauge line is taken 
to Madras, there need be only one workshop, and the extra cost can be 
avoided? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: Hubli is more near the centre of the metre-gauge 
system of the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway. 


Election to the Commbecb and Landholdebs Constitoencies of the ' 

Legislative Assembly. 

792. *Mr, 0, B, Muthuranga Mudallar: (a) Will , Government be 
pleased to state if election to commerce and land holders constituency is 
conducted by post? 

(b) Are Govermnent aware that such method of election has given scope 
for coercion on voters by parties in power and their subordinates ? 

(c) Did Government send all voting papers to the respective voters in 
all provinces by registered post? 

(d) Was this the ease with the Madras Commerce constituency? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to state if they are aware that voting 
papers sent by unregistered post were received by Local Board officials* 
and others direct from Post Office and coercion was exercised on voters? 

(f) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the charges and 
counter-charges made by the leaders of Justice Party regarding coercion 
on voters, which was published on the 11th December in Hindus 

(g) Are Government prepared to direct such method of election to be 
adopted as may put an end to this complaint and voting may be done by 
ballot? 

The Honourable Sir Bripeudra Sircar; (a) The relevant regulations pro- 
vide for postal voting in most but not all of the constituencies of the des- 
criptions to which the Honourable Member refers. 

(b) No. 

(c) and (d). It rests with the Beturning Officer, not with Government, 
io despatch voting papers. The regulations applicable to the oonstituen- 
eies in Madras, where postal voting is preserihed, differ from those in force 
in certain other provinces in not requiring ballot papers to be sent by 
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regisljered post, aad Govoramwifc puefimne tljat tlj^ey were by ord^a^ry 
post. 

(e) Government bs-ve no information, but they presume that i/he 
Betuming Officer complied with regulation 35 of the Legislative Assemfoly 
t(j4adr^s) Electoral Eegulations which requires him to issue through the 

PQS'*' declaration paper and a ballot paper to each elector. 

(f) Government have seen the Press report to which the HJonourable 
Member refers. 

(g) Government will address the Government of Madr^ with a view to 
receiving suggestions for amendment of the B^g|il§ifone 

elections. 

aSr, neep Ifffuayan I that be 

to other provinces also — ^not only to the province of DkTadras — in this con- 
nection? 

The Honourable Sir ITripendra Sircar: Is the Honourable Member's 
question directed to some other iprovince? 

llDr. Beep{Nfaray^ Siogh: Tes, Bihar- 

The Honourable Sir Hripendra Sircar: I have not got anything here 
relating to Bihar. 

Mr. Beep Harayan Singh: The same system prevails in the If^nd^ 
holders* constituency there, and if any advice is to be given by the Govern- 
ment of India, I want to know whether the Honourable Member will 
kindly address that letter to other provinces also? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar: I shall ceii/ainly consider the 
suggestion of my Honourable friend. 

ilEr. Sami Yencat^halam O&fttjby: Arising out of the answer to part (f) 
of the question, were Government informed of any postal olflcial havipg 
delivered these postal articles to persens other than the voters? 

The Honourable Sir Hnpendra Sircar: We have no such infoimation. 
Sir. 

m. &mi Venciitachelam Ohetty: What is it that the Government of 
India have perused m regard to the charges and counter-charges by the 
leaders of the Justice Party? 


The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar: My Honoui-able friend’s ques- 
tion, or rather the Honourable Mr. Mudaliar’s question was: 

Has the attention of Government been drawn to the charges and counter-charges 
made by the leaders of Justice Party regarding coeicion on voters, which was published 
on the llth December in the fftndu'^” ^ 

The answer was that attention has been drawn and Government have 
seen the press report to which the Honourable Member refers. 
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Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ohetty: Were allegations made of coercion in 
those attacks? 

The Honourable Sir Iffripendra Sircar: That can be found out by a peru- 
fc<il ot the article, 

Mr, Sami Vencatachelam Ohetty: Government seem to lia-\e perused 
the article, according to their reply : I ask the EConourable the I-aw Member 
whether ho knows if in those charoes and counter-charges an;v charge of 
coercion has been made? 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar: I do not recollect every line ot 
that press publication, but when I say that the Government have seen 
press reports, it means the entire report, including such charges if any 
were included in the report, must have been seen. 

Mtj Sami Vencatachelam Chetty: May I know what were the charges 
made in these attacks? 

The Honourable SirNripendra Sircar: The,\ must be found in that pres^- 
\TOting which I have not got before me. 


UNSTAREEB QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Furthbb AooncoN taken on the Recommendations of the Raiway 
Retrenchment Sub-Committee. 

144. Mr. 0« H. Muthuranga M!udaliar: Will Government be pleased 
to lay on the table of this House a statement showing details ot the 
further action taken by the Railway Board in respect of the recommAnda- 
tions of the Railway Retrenchment Sub-Committee for reduction in rail- 
way expenditure since the publication of the last statement in November 
1931? 

Mr. P, R. Rau: I would refer the Honourable Member to the statement 
circulated to all Members of the House in February, 1982, with the Budget 
Papers, showing the further action taken in respect of the i-ecommenda tions 
made in the report of the Railway Retrenchment Sub -Committee. In 
December, 1932, Mr Pope's investigation wag started and the results of 
his investigations wore summarised in statements placed before the Standing 
Finance Committee for Railways in February, 1934, and m August, 1934. 


Grant of an Aulowancb to the Family of Mb. Abun Chanbra Guha, 

A State Prisoner. 

145. Mr. Suryya Kumar Som: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state the principle and procedure followed in granting allowances to the 
State Prisoners? 

(b) Will Government he pleased to state if allowance once granted is 
withdrawn subsequently? If so, on what principle? 

c 
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, (cj Will Government be pleased to state if Babu Arnn Chandra Guha, 
a prisoner \mder Begulation JII of ISJb, was ever granted any allowance ? 
If so, what was the amount granted? 

(d) Will Government be plei&ed to state if Babu Arun Chandra Guha 
is still granted the same allowance ? If not, why not ? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to state why his insurance premium, 
once granted, is now withdrawn ? 

(f) Are Government aware that Babu Arun Chandi’a Guha used to 
draw a substantial allowance from the baraswafcy Press and Saraswaty 
Library of Caluotta, as the Managmg Proprietor, for the maintenance of 
his family and payment of his insurance premium, before he was arrested 
in 1980? 

(g) Will Government bo pleased to state why no allowance is granted 
to his family, including his aged mother, of which he was the prop ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik: (a) Allowances are granted to State 
Prisoners with refemneo to their status in life and their wants and those 
of their dependents, if any. The amoimt in each case is fixed on the 
recommendation of the Local Government concerned. 

(b) to (d). The aDowances of the Slate Prisoner, Arun Chandra Guha, 
have not been curtailed but, owing to his having, at one time, over-drawn 
his allow’ance, the amount is being lecoierod by deduction of Rs. 12 a 
month from the monthly allowance. 

(e) The payment of premia has been discontinued iu view ol the 
principles observed bv Government in this matter, as explained in m> 
predecessor's reply to Mr. S. C. Sen's questions Nos. 226 to 229 on the 
13th September, 1932 

(f) and (g). I would refer the Honourable ]\fember to the answer given 
to Mr. S. 0. Mitra’s question No, 952 on the 16th September, 1933. 

Employment op a Watchman on the Shbdbal Lahttb Road Level Crossing 
OP THE Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway. 

146. Mr, S. K, Hosxnani: (a) Is it a fact that there ueie two acci- 
dents between Kudchi and Shedbal on the Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Railway on the Shedbal Lolmr Road level crossing during tbe last two 
months? 

(b) Is it a fact that there is no permanent warehman on this level 
crossing? If so, do Government propose to ask the Railway administration 
tr have one, at an early date, to prevent accidents? 

Mr. P. R, Ran: Information is being obtained and a reply will be laid 
on the table of the House in due course. 

Bttrmans with King’s Commissions in the Army. 

147. IT Thein Maung: (a) Will Government please statie how many 
■Ruinians have received His Maiesty the King’s Commission in the Armv 
iind how they are employed now? 



LNHTARKKD QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. lOSS 

(b) Will Govermnent please state why they are no longer in the 
Arjuy ? 

(o) Will Government please state whether they would be retransferred* 
to the Army in the near future? 

Hr. G*. Tottenham: (a), (b) and (e). Seven Burmans have so 

far been granted the King’s Commission in the Indian Army. Of these one 
has retired, four have resigned their Commissions and two are still serving. 
It is not known how those who are no longer in the Army are employed, 
but as they left the service of their own accord they have presumably no 
desire to return to it- 


FAOIIilTIBS EOR TBAIimrO OE BtjBHANS Eon THB Abmy, Iotian Mabine Arm 

Aerial Forces. 

148. JJ Thein ‘Maxing : Will Government please state : 

(a) w^hat facilities thexe are for training Burmans for; 

(i) the Army, 

(ii) the Indian Marine, and 
{iii) the aerial force. 

(b) what are the qualifications required for such tiaining: 

(c) whether any Burman is being trained for them; and 

fd) what steps Government have taken, or are going to take, to 
get them trained in the near future? 

Mr. G« B. F. Tottenham: (a) All Burmans are eligible for admission to 
the Indian Military Academy, Dehra Dun, and to the Boyal Air Force 
College, CranweU, as well as for entry to all ranks of the^ Boyal Indian 
Navy. They are also eligible for enlistment in the Indian Air Force^ The 
four battalions of the 20th Burma Bifles are recruited entirely in Burma 
ftrom Kachins, Karens and Chins. 

(b) The qualifications are given in the following pamphlets copies of 
which are in the Library: 

(1) Provisional Begulations respecting admission to the Indian Mili- 

tary Academy, Dehra Dun, 1932. 

(2) Begulations respecting entry of Indian gentlemen to the Indian 

Air Force through the Boyal Air Force College, Cranwell, 
1933 

(8) Conditions of service, rates of pay, etc., of airmen of the 
combatant Branch of the Indian Air Force. 

(4) Begulations respecting the recruitment, training, etc , of commis- 
sioned officers of the Boyal Indian Navy. 

(o) None at present 

(d) In the opinion of the Government of India, this is a question that 
must be left to the future Government of Burma. 
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PiK)MOTIWS OS\ llSmiUJSfr GkrABDS ON THE OltBAT INDIAN PeNINSDIAi 

Eailway. 

14^^. Mr. V. V, GM; (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that Indian Guards on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 
have sent a representation to the effect that no Indian has been appointed 
as yet as a permanent A grade passenger guard on the Great Indian 
Peninsula Eailway? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the number and percentage 
of Indian, Anglo-Indian and European guards classified according to 
community and employed on the Great Indian Peninsula Eailway m the 
following posts: 

A grade passenger guard; 

A grade goods guard; 

B grade goods guard; 

0 grade goods guard; 

Branch Line guard — ^grades I and II; 

Pilot guard? 

(c) Is it a fact that upto now all permanent posts of passenger guards 
on the main line have been denied to Indians on the Great Indian Peninsula 
Eailway and the services of Indian guards have been mostly utilised only 
in the Jlrancl* Lines for passenger service? 

(d) Is it a fact that very few Indians have been appointed as A grade 
goods guards on the Great Indian Peninsula Bailway? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to state whether the representation 
of Indian B gx’ade goods guards for promotion to Main Line passenger 
guards grade on the basis of senlorit;y in the combined A and B gi’ade 
goods grades instead of A grade only, will be favourably considered? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: 1 have called for certain information and will lay a 
reply on the table of the House in due course. 


Working Hours or the Triohy Fort Post OmcE. 

151). Mr. V. V. Giri: Will Government be pleased to state whether 
they have received any communication from the merchants at Trichinopoly 
to alter the present working hours of the Trichy Port Post Office? If so, 
will Government bo pleased to state what action they propose to taie 
in the matter? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce: Government have received a copy of 
t\ resolution, passed at a meeting of the merchants of Trichinopoly, request- 
ing the Superintendent of Post Offices, Trichinopoly, to make certain 
alterations in the working hours of the Trichinopoly Port Post Office. Gov- 
ernment do not propose to take any action as the Superintendent of Post 
Offices, Trichinopoly, to whom a copy of the resolution has been sent 
direct, is fully competent to deal with the matter. 
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Reduction in the Eabnincs oe the Pieoe-Wobkbbs in the Qovbbhment 

OE India Press, New Delhi. 

151. Mr. V. V, G-iri: (a) Are Q-ovemment aware that the eanaings 
of the piece workers have been considerably reduced in the Government 
of India Press, New Delhi, owing to the serious shortage of type, material, 
galleys and case? If so, what compensation do Government propose 
to give to the piece workers? 

(b) Is it a fact that a large number ol composhors has been added 
to the staff of the Government of India Press, New Delhi? If so, has 
there been any corresponding increase in the type and material? If not, 
why not? 

(e) Are Government aware that piece workers are threatened by the 
Assistant Manager that if they agitate in the matter, they will be tinned 
out of the gates? If so, have the piece workers who are also Government 
servants, no right to get their grievances redressed? 

(dj Is it a fact that thousands of pounds of brand new type was 
melted in the Government of India Press, New Delhi, during the last 
five years? If so, why and what was the quantity melted down and 
what was its cost? 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce: (a) No. The latter part of the 
question does not arise. 

(b) The reply to the first two parts is in the affirmative. The third 
part does not arise. 

(c) The reply to the first part is in the negative. The second part does 
not arise. 

(d) 8,016 lbs. of unused foundry cast type, purchased between 1924 
and 1926 and costing approximately Rs. 9,300, was melted during the last 
five years as it was surplus to requirements and the metal was required 
for use as Mono metal, which was then in demand. 

RBEUSAL OE COBiPOSITION WORK AT PlEOB BaTBS TO PlEOB-WoBKEBS IN THE 
Government of India Press, New Delhi. 

152 Mr. V. V. Gixi; (a) Is it .i fact that couiposition woik payable 
at piece rates is totally refused to piece workers who are being paid at 
rates arbitrarily fixed which brings down their income? 

fh) If Government cannot find piece rate work for their piece workeis. 
what is the necessity of continuing the piece work system instead of sub- 
stituting it by fixed rates of pay as in the Government of India Press, 
Simla? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce: (a) No. 

(b) The Honourable Member’s assumption that there is no piece work 
is not correct. Thef latter part of the question does not arise. 

Creation oe Posts oe Readers in the Government oe India Press, 

New Delhi. 

153. Mr. V. V. Girl: Will Government be pleased to state if it is a 
fact that several higher grade posts of readers have been created in the 
Government of India Press, New Delhi? If so, have the posts been filled? 
If not, why not? 



1986 LE<SnsLATrvE assembly. [9th Maboh 1935. 

Tlie Honourable Sir Frank Noyce; Six posts of readers were created and 
they have been filled. 


Distbibutiok OB WORK TO Pboob Rbaders in the Government ob India. 

Press, New Delhi. 

154. Mr. V, V. Giri: (a) Is it a fact that work is not distributed to 
proof readers in the Government of India Press, New Delhi, according to 
their grades and pay drawn? If so, why? 

(b) Is it also a fact that some readers in the grade of Bs. 200 — 10 — ^250 
are not doing any proof reading at all and are deputed in seotiong on duties- 
which are either clerical or concern the supervising staff only? 

(cj lb it also a tact that junior readers are being compelled to perform 
work of a highly responsible nature and senior readers drawing higher 
sail riGb arc either given author’s reading or engaged m hiuning waste 
papers? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce: (a) The attention of the Honourable 
Member is invited to the reply given by me on the 22nd December, 1933, 
to Mr. S. C. Jog's imstarred question No. 370. 

(b) No: all the readers in the grade of Bs. 200 — 10 — ^250 do press 
readings. One is also employed on supervision. 

(c) No, 


RboRUITMBNT OB A READER IN THE GOVERNMENT OB INDIA PRBSS, 

New Delhi. 

155. Mr, V, V, Giri: (a) Is it a fact that an apprentice in the Calcutta 
Press has been recruited as a seniormost reader in the grade of Bs. 200 — 
10—250? 

(b) If the answer to paH (a) be in the affirmative, whl Government 
state w’hy an outsider has been appointed affecting the future prospects of 
the readers m junior grade against the decision of the Works Committee? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyee: (a) and (b). An apprentice who is a 
graduate and successfully completed his course of training in the Govern- 
ment of India Press, Calcutta, has been appointed as a senior reader, as 
he was better qualified than readers in the lower grades to hold that post. 


Transbbr OB A Bailway Employee from his Native Division to 

Oxtt-Dtvision Station. 

156. Mr. N. V. Gadgil: Will Government be pleased to state the 
rules, conventions and considerations which are usually observed in effect- 
ing a transfer of a Bailway employee from his native division to out- 
division station? 


Mt. P, R. Bau: Transfers are made in the interests of service. 



UNSTABREO) QOESTIONS AND ANSWERS, ' 1&S7 

NoN-BEOOaOTTION OF THE ENTRANCE EXAMINATION OF INDIAN WOMEN’S 

University, Poona. 

157. Mr. Ghaxudiiain Singb Gupta: (a) Has the attention of the Gov- 
ernnient of India, been drawn to the note in the Hindustan Times, of 
the 16th Pebruary, 1935, under the caption “our C. P. letter’* to the effect 
that Government of India, have turned down the recommendation of the 
Nagpur University, for the recognition of the Entrance Examination of 
the R. N. D. T. Indian Women’s University, Poona? 

(b> Is it a fact that the Nagpur Umversity did rec^onuneiid for the 
recognition referred to above? 

(e) is it also a fact that both the Academic and Executive Couiici* of 
the Nagpur University recommended that? 

(d) Is it also a fact that the recommendation was unanimously made 
by the two bodies? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Government of India turned down the recom- 
mendation ? 

(f) Will the Government of India kindly state the reasons for this step ? 

Mr, Ram Chandra: (a) to (e). Yes. 

(f) The recommendation of the Nagpur University was not a«*cepted by 
the Government of India as the “Entrance” examination of the Indian 
Women’s University, Poona, is not recognised either by the Govemment 
of Bombay or by Bombay University as equivalent to the Matriculation 
examination of the Bombay University. In fact the standard is said to be 
lower than that of the Bombay • Matriculation examination. 


Prohibition of Mtjsio within the Limits of New Delhi Municipality. 

I 

158. Mt. Ghanshiam Singh Gupta: (a) Is it a fact that music of all 
description has been banned within the limits of New Delhi Municipality? 

(b) If so, will Government kindly inform: 

(i) the terms of the prohibition order; 

(iij the authority issuing the same; and 
(iii) the circumstances necessitating this step? 

Mr. Ram Chandra: (a) and (b) (i). No. I la;^ on the table a copy of 
a prohibiting order which has been issued, from which the Honourable 
Member will see that it relntes onlv to the playing of certain kinds of music 
'under certain conditions. 

(b) (ii). The New Delhi Mimioipal Committee under section 184 ot the 
Punjab Municipal Act, HI of 1911. 

(b) (iii). The prohibition is designed for the convenience^ of residents 
and is in accordance with the practice in force in most cities in India. 
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statement, 

la accordance with the provisions of Section 184 of the Punjab Municipal Act, III 
of 1911, the New Delhi Municipal Committee direct that beating of drums or tom-toms, 
blowing of horns or trumpets and sounding any brass or other instruments or utensHs 
within the limits of New Delhi Municip^ity along the streets and in pubhc parks 
of New Delhi is prohibited except wth the previous written permission of the 
Secretary, New Delhi Municipal Committee and subject to the following provisos : 

(1) This prohibition will not apply to any Orchestra, Band ‘"r Music organised 

V)y the State or Militury Departmentc lu Govomiiteni buildings or in 
public streets. 

(2) This prohibition will not apply to any Band or music played in or at a re- 

cognised Public Club House, Hotels, Cinemas and Bestaurants. 

(3) This prohibition will not apply to any musical ceremonies conducted in any 

religious ediheo in accordance with the customs of that rdlgion. 

2. In private residences, any organised Band or Orchestra will not be played during 
the following hours without the previous written permission of the Secretary, New 
Delhi Municipal Committee : 

(a) April to September . . • * . lo a. lu. to 4 p. m. 

10 p. m. to 5 a, m. 

(b) October to March 10 a* in. to 4 p. m. 

10 p. m. to 6 a. m. 

3. Permission will be gianted by the Secretary, New Delhi Municipal Committee, 
in every case subject to nhe concurrence of the Senior Superintendent of Police. 

4. Any person disobeying this General Prohibition order will render himself liable 
to the penalty of a fine of Bs. 26 as laid down in Section 184 of the Municipal Act. 


PosTiNO OP Assistant Stjbgeons to Hospitals on the East Indian 

Bailway. 

159 Mr, B* B. Varma: (a) Will Govermnent be pleased to state what 
hospitals of the East Indian Eailway are under the charge of Sub-Assistant 
Surgeons only? 

\}>) Is it a lact that Sub-Assistant Surgeons on the East Indian Rail- 
way are not qualified to perform major operations? 

(e) Are Government prepared to post Assistant Surgeons to suoh 
Bailwav Hospitals as are now under the charge of Sub-Assistant Surgeons 
only at present, in view of the disability suffered by emplo;sees owing to 
the absence of qualified Assistant Surgeons in the Eailway Hospitals? 

Mr. P. R, Rau: I have called for information and vnll lay a reply on 
<-he table of the House in due course. 


Staff classified as Inteb-tveittbnt on the East Indian Railway. 

360 Mr, B. B. Varma; (a) Will Government bo pleased to state 
rs^hethei.’ the staff on the East Indian Railway to whom the Hours of Em- 
nlovment Regulations are applicable are permitted to leave their places 
of duty, if classified as intermittent and no work is immediately available? 

^fb) Will Government be pleased to state how many staff on the East 
Indian Railway among those classified as intermittent workers are housed 
tn railway quarters near their respective places of work? 
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(o) Will Government be pleased to state the actual number of rest 
days allowed to difiorent classes of intermittent workers on East Indian 
Pttallway in different divisions according to the records available with the 
Supervisor of Labour? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state the number of staff who re- 
ceived overtime payment under the Hours of Employment Hegulations and 
the total amounts paid in esich Division e\ery year since the Regulations 
were enforced on the East Indian Railway? 

Mr* P. E. Eau: (aj, (b) and (c). 1 would refer the Honourable Member 

to section 71A (a) of the Indian Railways (Amendment) Act, 1930. which 
lays down the conditions under which the employment of a railway servant 
may be declared to bo ** essentially intermittent”. Government have no 
information as reprds the exact practice on the East Indian Railway, but 
are making enquiries- 

(d) Government understand that during 1932-33, on the East Indian 
Railway, 620 railway employees were paid overtime under the Hours of 
Employment Regulations, the total amount paid during that vear being 
Rs. 3.170. 

WOEKING HOUES of STATION MaSTEES ON OBETAIN STATIONS ON THE EaST 

Indian Railway. 

161. ittr. B. B. Varma: Will Goremment be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that Station Masters in the following stations are working 84 
hours per week: 

Zamania, Ghousa, ®aidraza, Earanmasa, Chandouli, Majhwar, 
Twinganja, Sakaldiab, Patehpur? 

Mr. P. E. Eau: Government have no information but are making 
enquiries. A reply will be laid on the table in due course. 

Complaints tjndbe the Hottes oe Employment Regulations on the East 

Indian Railway. 

162. Mr. B. B. Varma: Will Government be pleased to state the 
number of complaints roceived under the Hours o£ Employment Regula- 
tions, by the Labour Inspectorate and found to be correct on the Kast 
Indian Railway during 1934? 

Mr. P. E. Eau: Government understand that three complaints were 
received by the Supervisor of Railwav Labour during 1934 from the staff of 
the East Indian Railway and that these are, at present, under investiga- 
tion. 

Stapp pbepoeming Oontinttal Night Duty on East Indian Railway. 

163. Mr. B. B. Varma: Will Go-siemment be pleased to state ^ the 
number of staff performing continual night dutv on East Indian Railway 
according to the information of the Labour Inspectorate? 

Mr, P. E. Eau: Government understand that this information is not 
available in the Labour Inspectorate. 



2000 


I^EGlSIiATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[9th March 1935. 

Stact getting less than Eight Hours’ Rest on the East Indian 

Railway. 

164. Mr. B. B. Varma: Will Goyemment be pleased to state the 
number of staff found to be habitually getting less than eight consecutive 
hours’ rest in the 24 by the Labour Inspectorate tinder paragraph IX of their 
periodic report to the Agent, East Indian Railway upto now? 

Mr, P. R, Rau: Oovernineiit understand that this information is not 
available in the Labour Inspectorate. 


Treating oe Locomotive Assistant Running Shed Foremen as 
Continuous Workers on the East Indian Railway. 

165. Mr. B.B. Varma; lu) Will (drox^ernment be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that Locomotive Assistant Running Shed Foremen at Bandel, 
Ondal, Allahabad and Tundla are required to perform daily 12 hours duties 
on the gi'ound that they are supervisory staff although Yard Masters, 
Assistant Yard Masters, Head Tram Examiners, Assistant Station Masters, 
supervising stations classified as “ supervisory staff” under Railways Board 
Regulations are treated as continuous workers and given the benefit of 
60-hour week? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to sta;te whether on the advice of the 
Labour Inspectorate, they propose to treat the Locomotive Assistant 
Running Shed Foremen in ibe aforesaid stations ns “continuous workers”? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I am culling for ceitain information and will lay a 
reply on the table of the House in due course. 


Daily Allowance of Section Boiler Makers on the East Indian 

Railway. 

166 Mr. B. B. Varma: Is it a fact that section boiler makers of Loco- 
motive Department on East Indian Railu ly receive onlv leu annas as daib 
allowance although their grade is Rs. 600, while fitters are en- 
titled to Re. 1 per day as allowance and if the reply is in the affirmative, 
are Government prepared to raise the ratn of daily allov to section 
boiler makers on this Rndya\? 

Mr. P. R. Rau; Government arc not prepared to interfere in the fixing 
of wases for individual claoses of workmen, which they have left to the 
local Administration. 

Night Duty Allowance of Permanent Way Inspectors on the East 

Indian Railway. 

167. Mr. B. B. Varma; (-u Is it a fact that Permanent Way Inspectors 
in Howrah Division on the Bast Indian Railway receive night duty allow- 
ence for seven nights in a month and in the remaining five divisions for 
ten nights whereas M.T.Ts., P.T.Is , and O.T.Is., receive night duty 
allowance without any restriction'^ 
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(b) Will Governinent be pleased to state whether they propose to re- 
move the existing anomalies? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: (a) Government have no information. 

(b) This is a matter entirely within the competence of the Agent, Kast 
Indian Kailway, to decide, and a copy of the question has been sent to 
him. 


Judging of the Work of the Tbavellling Ticket Examinees. 

168. Mr. B. B. Varma: Will Government be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the work of the Travelling Ticket Examiners is judged by 
the earnings shown and not merely by cheoldng of the tickets of the tra- 
velling passengers? 


Mr. P. B. Bau: I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply given 
to part (b) of question No. 1366, asked by Sardar Sant Singh on the 11th 
December, 1933. 


Non-Supply of Winter Uniforms to Travelling Ticket Examiners ai^ 
Inspectors in the Howrah Division, 

169. Mr. B. B- Varma: ,a) Will Government bej pleased to state wliether 
it is a fact that winter uniforms have not been supplied to Travelling Ticket 
Examiners and Travelling Ticket Ins]/eetors in Howrah Division only on 
the East Indian Kail way? 

(b) If the reply totlio preceding pait bo in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment state the reasons for this special discrimination? 

Mr, P. B. Bau: Government are enquiiing and will lay a reply on the 
table of the House in due course. 


Running Allowance admissible to Travelling Ticket Examiners and 
Inspectors on certain State Railways. 

170. Mr. B. B. Varma: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) the rates of running allowance admissible to Travelling Ticket 

Examiners and Travelling Ticket Inspectors on East Indian 
Railway. North Western Railway, Eastern Bengal Railway 
and Great Indian Peninsula Railway ; 

(b) whether they are paid on a difCercnt basis; 

(c) if so, for what reasons? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: («a) Running or mileage allowances are not admissible 
to Travelling Ticket Examiners and Travelling Ticket Inspectors on any 
of the Railways mentioned 

(b) and (c). Do not arise 
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Pbomotiok ow Assistant Station Mastbbs on the East Inbun 

Eailway. 

171. Mr. B. B. Vanna: Is it a fact that formerly Assistant Station 
Masters on the East Indian Bailway were eligible for promotion to B grade 
guardships mi that this practice has been recently stopped ? If so, why ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran: I have called for certain information and will lay a 
reply on the table of the House in due course. 


Pilling up op Relieving Vacancies on the Bast Indian Railway. 

172. Mr. B. B. Varma: Ts it a fact ilnil o-ijporLuintieb lor lilhng reliev- 
ing vacancies as Platform Assistants or Controllers at important stations 
are now mainly thrown open to relieving guards and not senior Assistant 
Station Masters on the East Indian Railway? 

Mr, P. R. Ran: I have called for certain information and will lav a 
reply on the table of the House in due course 


tlNIPOEMS SUPPLIED TO INDIAN ASSISTANT STATION MASTERS ON THE EasT 

Indian Railway. 

173. Mr. B* B. Varma: Is it a fact that an Indian Assistant Station 
Master on East Indian Railway is supplied with a coat only whereas other 
staff who are supplied with imiforms get better treatment? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I have called for information and will la^ a reply on the 
table of the House in due course. 


Abolition of Posts op Relieving Guards on the East Indian 

RAHiWAy. 

174. Mr. B. B. Varma: Is it a fact that since 1983 according to the 
orders of the Railway Board, the posts of relieving guards have been 
abolished and changed to Relieving Assistant Station Masters on the East 
Indian Railway? 

Mr, P. R. Rau: No such orders have been issued bv the Bailwav Board. 


Promotion of “ A ” Grade Guards as Relieving Guards in the 
Allahabad Division. 

175. Mr. B. B. Varma: Ts it a fact that in Allahabad Division of the 
Epst Indian Railway, there is still in existence the practice of promoting 
‘A’ erade guards as relieving oruaids without allowing Assistant St'dion 
Masters any opportunities for promotion to those posts ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: Government have no information. 
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Posting of Gttabds as Ounnhos at MotoULSARAi. 

176. Mr. B. B. Varma: Is i\ a fael. that in Moghalsai’ai, guards are 
posted as Gunners and Travelling Ticket Examiners are utilised as guards 
to the great detriment of the former class of employees resulting in con-^ 
siderable loss of over-time earnings? 

Mr. P. B. Ban: Government have no information. 


Rest available to the Ticket Chbokino Staff at Gaya, Patna ANn 

Dinabobe. 

177. Mr. B. B. 'Varma: Will Government be pleased to state what 
average period of rest in the roster of 12 hours' shift duties is available to 
East Indian Railway ticket checking staff at Gaya, Patna and Dinapore? 

Mir. P. B. Bau: I am calling lor certain information and will lay a reply 
on the table of the House in clue course 


Seventy-one Hours* Duty PBoaaAiMMB of Travelling Ticket Examiners 

IN THE DiNABOBB DIVISION. 

178. Mr. B. B. Varma: (a) Is it a fact that on the 26tli October, 1934, 
the Secretary of the East Indian Railway Union, Dinapore, sent a tele- 
gram to the Labour Supervisor, Railway Board, Delhi, protesting against 
the 71 hours* duty programme per week enforced on the Travelling Ticket 
Examiners of the Dinapore Division? 

(b) Was any enquiry hold lu the matter end if so, what was the result 
of the enquiry? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: (a) Yes 

(b) The matter was enquired into by the Supervisor of Railway Labour 
early in Decembo;r, 1934, and it found that the East Indian Railway 
Administration had themselves set the matter right arranging for the staff 
concerned to work to a veekly limit of 56 hours with^ effect from the 1st 
November, 1934. 


Right of Appeal to Railway Staff in Cases of Pobfetture of 

Gratuity. 

179 Mr, B. B, Varma: Will Government be pleased to state whether 
the Railway Board are prepared to allow right of appeal to staff in all 
cases of forfeiture of gratuity as in the case of Provident Eund Bonus? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: Grat\ulv stands on a different footing from Provideni 
Eund bonus. The former is essentiallv an ex gratia payment as a reward 
for good, efficient, faithful and continuous service The rules provide that 
only the Agent can reduce or withhold gratuities and Government do not 
consider it either desirable or necessarv to allow anv right of appeal. 
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ApPOIHTMEHT OB OBBTAIN AsSISTASTT StaTIOH MaSTBBS ON THE BOMBAY, 
BaBODA AN» CENTBAIi INDIA RAHiWAY, 

180, Mr. B. B. Varma: With reference to their reply to starred ques- 
tion No. 103B, giYen in the Legislatire Assembly on the 20th March, 1031, 
will Government be pleased to state what action the Agent, Bombay, 
Baroda and Central India Railway has taken in the matter? 

Mr. P. R- Ran: Government have no information. 


Promotions oe Assistant Station Masters in the Delhi Division. 

181. Mr. B. B. Varma: (a) Are Coverument aware that seAeral Assist- 
ant Station Masters in Delhi Division of the North Western Railway 
who could not be sent to pass Station Master’s examination in time due 
•to rdministrative inconvenience are applying for their due promo+icn with 
arrears, for the last two years? Has any representation been received 
and if so, with what result? 

(b) Is it a fact that due to this, junior men are getting more pay while 
seniors less? If so, how do Government propose to remove the anomaly? 

(e) Is it also a fact fhai ihe Agent, North Western Railway under his 
letter No. 520-E./202, dated the 27th April 1034. has replied that since the 
system was in existence since long, it cannot be remedied? 

(d) Is it a fact that the grad( T of the Assistant Station Masters over 
the North Western Railway is Hs. 95, and if so, why are they stopped 
ior three years on Bs. 75^ 

(e) Is it a fact that Assistant Station lyiasters are responsible for the 
duties of train passing and for all duties of Station Master in his absence, 
and if so, how is it that tlu' Station Masters gel si^th oi seventh £>rade while 
an Assistant Station Master is of grade I on the same station? 

(f) Is it a fact that i-onmiercial cleiks whe are supposed to be und^^^r 
him get far higher pay than an Assistant Station Master and if so, for 
what reasons? 

Mr. P, R. Rau: No representations have been received b'i Government. 
The matters referred to in ihe quesnon are all within the conipetcneo of tli^ 
Local Railwav Administration to decide, but T have sent a cop% of the 
question to the Agent, North Western Railway, for his information and 
such action as he may consider necesesarv. 


Seniority Lists op Assistant Station Masters on the North Western 

Railway. 

182 Mr. B. B. Varma: (‘i) TTowis the seniority of th^ lo\\er subordi- 
nates on the North Western Railway governed, whether by pay or by 
service ? 

(b) Are Government prepared to arrange for maintenance of seniority 
lists of Assistant Station Masters in the same way as maintained in the 
Traffic Audit Branch of North Western Railway (vide Appendix A, 
Legislative Assembly Debates, 2^rd Pebruary 1934) and made available for 
perusal of the staff concerned ? 
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Mr- P. R. Rau : I have called for certain information and will lay a reply 
.on the table of the House in due course. 


Passes gbantted to Staef on the North Western Raclway being 
Resident of Pxaoes on other State Railways. 

183- Mr. B. B. Varma: Are Government aware that over North 
Western Railway many of the staff being resident on other State Railway 
stations cannot take the advantage of the local passes, and are Govern- 
ment prepared to allow disci etion to such staff to take passes over any 
State Railway on home line privilege basis? 

Mr. P. R. Ran: Government are not aware that there is any considerable 
number of North Western Railway employees who come from areas other 
than those served by that BaEws^. The rules for the issue of passes pro- 
vide for a certain number being issued annually over the line to which an 
employee belongs and for two passes for a journey involving travelling over 
other Railways Government do not consider that these concessions can 
be considered illiberal and are not prepared to extend them in the manner 
■proposed. 


Refusal of certain Privileges to Station Masters on the 
DblhI'Umbala Kalka Section. 

184. Mr. B. B. Varma: How is it that on certain stations on the 
Delhi XJmbala Kalka sections permanent-way inspectors are sanctioned 
pankha coolies in hot weather and coal in winter but tbe station masiers on 
the same stations arc refused this privilege.’ 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I have called for information and will lay a reply on 
the table of the House in due couvfo. 


Non-Supfly of Winter Uniform to the Station Masters, etc., in the 
Delhi Division of t30cb North Western Railway. 

185. Mr. B. B. Varma: Is it a fact that over the North Western 
Railwav in Delhi Division, Signallers and the TTard Poremen who have no 
public dealing are given winter uniform annually, but the Station Master 
and the Assistants are not ? If so, why ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau: I have caUsd for some information and will lav a D-'^ply 
on the table of the House in due course. 

Import of Cotton Vests with Collars by Japan and Grant of 
Protection to the Indigenous Hosiery Industrialists. 

18^ Dr Thein Maung: (a) Vre Grvoinment aw’-are 

(il that of late, the Japanese Hosiery Manufacturers have been 
importing cotton vests, with collars, made from knitted 
fabric, in large quantities, and that the import has increased 
from month to month; 
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(ii) that the cotton vests, with collars, being classed as “apparer' 

have to pay only 85 per cent. Tariff duty and not annas 12 
per pound as the ordinary vests have to pay; 

(iii) that by such increase of imports of cotton vests, with collar^. 

the local hosiery manufacturers are hard hit? 

(b) If the answer be in the negative, do Government propose to consider 
the desirability of enquiring into the matter, with a view to remedying the 
defect? 

(c) If the answer be in the affirmative, will Government please state 
what steps are being taken to give real protection to the hosiery industry 
in that particular line? 

(d) Is it a fact that representations have been made bv the hosiery 
industrialists to the Government to have this defect remedied, and that 
no steps have been taken by the Government? If so, why? 

(e) Are GoTernmojtit aware tho^ “Interlock Fabric”, that is cot ion 
knitted fabric made on “Interlock Machine” is made in Burma and thus 
hosiery industry in Bimna is the hardest hit by the J apanese competition 
in that particular line? 

11 so, are Go\ernincj\t prepat ed to consider ilie desirabilit;^ of 
amending the rules with a view to giving protection to the indigenous 
hosiery industrialists ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore; (a), (bj, (c), M), (e) axid (f). J^hiqui- 
rios have shown that no sedons ai tempt h it- been made to evade die ])rotc ctive 
dut?5" on cotton uiidervcsts by the ini])Oi*tatioii ot such vests with collars 
attached. Representations have, however, been received to the effect that 
since the protective dut^ was imposed the In dim hosiery industry is being 
affected b^- the importation of new lines of cotton knitted apparel, such as, 
sports shirts and pullovers, which are entirely different in character to under- 
vests and which are rightly classifiod for customs purposes as apparel duti- 
able at 35 per cent, ad valorem. The question of the protection, if any, 
required by the hosiery industry in India and Burma is now^ under the 
consideration of Government 


Rate Wab stabtbb by the Ibrawaddy Flotilla Company, Ijmitbd. 

187. Dr. Thein Maung: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether the information supplied bv the Burma Launch Owmers’ Associa- 
tion, Rangoon, as desired bv ihe Jomt Secretary of the Depaitment of 
Commerce, in his letter dated the 15th September, 1934, has been duly 
received, and if so, what action Government propose to take in the matter*’ 

(b) Are Government aware that the rate war started by the Irrawaddy 
Flotilla Company L+d. since 1st Auqrust, 1934, is havincr a disastrous effect 
on the Burmese and Indian Launch Owners in the Delta Division ot 
Burma, and that unless urgent steps are taken to extend the provision of 
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Act XIII of 1930 to Burma, the owners of the small launches will come 
to grief before the year 1935 is over? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore; (a) and (b). The information refer- 
red to by the Honourable Member has just been received and the whole 
matter is under consideration. 

I 

I 

jSAEBGUABDINO OV THE SlLK INDUSTRY IN BXTRMA. 

188. Dr, Thein Maung: (a) Are Government aware: 

(i) that the ad valorem value of the Chinese silk, — ^for example 

Yellow Shanghai or other kinds, — ^is fixed at Es. 3 c«r 
Es, 2-14-0 per pound, whereas the value of Siamese silk is 
fixed at Es. 6 per pound, i.e., the tariff rate of the Siamese 
silk is higher than that of the Chinese silk, and 

(ii) that on that account the silk weaving industry in Burma, which 

uses Siamese silk generally, is undergoing much hardship 
as it cannot compete with the Chinese silk goods? 

(b) If the reply to part (a) be in the ajB&rmative, are Government 
prepared to consider the desmibility of amending the rates enumerated 
in Serial No. 45A of No. 167A in the Statutory Schedule of the Indian 
Customs Tariff, with a view to safeguarding the silk industry in Burma? 

(o) If the reply to part (a) be in the negative, are Government prepared 
to enquire into the matter? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore: (a) The Honourable Member is refer- 
red to item No. 46 of the Import Tariff in the first Schedule of Indian 
Customs Tariff (eleventh issue) copies of which are in the Library. It will 
be observed that from the 1st January, 1935, the tariff valuations of raw 
silk have been recast and Siamese raw silk is not assessed to duty on a 
tariff valuation since that date. 

(b) and (o). Do not arise. 


Indian Oottobbs in the Eenanob Dbrartmrnt. 

189. Mr. T. S. Avinashillngam Ohettiar: Will Government please 
state the number of Indians in the Einanoe Department in the following 
posts : 


(i) Secretary, 

(ji) Joint Secretary, 

(iii) Deputy Secretary, and 

(iv) Under Secretary, 

from the year 1928 till the present day? 

The Honourable Sir Janies Gri^: A statement is laid on the table. 
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sJiotoing ike mimker of Indians in the Finance Department in the Posits of Secret- 
a/ry. Joint Secretary^ Deputy Secretary and Under Secretary from the year 1928 onwards. 


Year. 

Secretary. 

Joint Secre- 
tary. 

Depuy Sec- 
retary. 

Under See- 
retary. 

1928 ..... 

•• 

. . 

1 

1 

1929 



•• 

1 

1930 



*• 

1 

1931 



•• 

1 

1932 



1 

1 

1933 



i 

1 

1034 

• • 


•• 

•• 

1935 



[ 
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Supply of printed Answers to Questions to Members of the Legislative 
Assembly one or two days in Advance. 

190. Mr. Gkanshiana Singh. G-upta: (a) Is it a fact that answers of 
Government to questions proposed to be asked by the members of the 
Central Provinces Legislative Council are printed along with questions? 

(b) Is it a fact that printed questions and answers are supplied to the 
members a day or two in advance? 

(c) Is it also a fact that the questions and answers are not actually 
read out? 

(d) Will Government please state which other Provincial Legislature^^ 
follow this practice, and which of them do not? 

(e) Will Government please state the practice followed with respect to 
this in the Provincial Legislatures, where answers are not printed along 
with questions? 

(f) Are Government aware that this saves a lot of time and facilitates 
the speedy disposal of business? 

(g) Have Government any objection to the Central Provinces practice 
being followed here? 

The Honourable Sir Hripendra Sircar: (a) and (b). Yes. 

(c) Government have no information. 

(d) and (e). Government are aware that the practice obtains in some of 
the Local Legislative Councils but are not in possession of complete in- 
formation in the matter. 

ff) and (s). The Honourable Member is referred to mv reply to Mr. 
Mohan Lai Saksena’s starred question No. 657 asked on the 5th March, 
1935. 
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Proposal to construct a Eailwav Line prom Druo, Bengal Nagpur 
Eailway, to Bastar and Salur. 

191, Mr. Glutnshiam Singh Gitpta: (a) Was thejre a proposal to eoiL-j 
struct a Eailway line from Drug (Bengal-Nagpur Eailway) to Eastar and 
Salur ? 0 

^b) How far has that pro})Osal niaiured, or has that proposal been finally* 
abandoned? If not, what is its number in the list of proposed Bailways? 

(c) When is the construction likely to begin? 

(d) What is its estimated cost? 

(e) Has the alignment been made? 

Mr. P. B, Bau: (a) Yes. 

(b) This proposal has been shelved as it was considered not financially 
justified, and the construction of thq Eai]'ur-Y:zianagrain line has altered 
the position. It is thought that the fireas in question would be better served 
by rpads or short branch lines from the latter. 

(c) , (d) and (e). Do not arise. 

Accommodation available and Passengers travelling in Eailway 

Trains. 

192. Mr, O-hanshiam Singh Q-upta: Will Government please lay oxxj 
the table a statement showing the following information with respect 
each of the Eailways for each of the last five years, separately, with respect^ 
to first, second, intermediate and third class passengers: 

(a) available accommodation (their number); 

(b) actual number of passengers travelling; ^ 

(c) the ratio of (b) to (a) ? 

Mr. P, B. Bau: The information asked for by the Honourable Member 
can be obtained from the statements Nos. 10,34,12 and 36 in Volume IB 
of the Eeports by the Eailway Board for the years 1929-30 to 1933-84“/ 
Copies of these reports are available in the Library of the House. 

Preference fob Bice in Ceylon and Malaya. 

193. U Them Maung: With reference to paragraph 5 (a) of the Eepoit 
of the Committee appointed by the Legislative Assembly to examine and 
report on the working of the scheme of Mutual Preferences between India 
and the United Kingdom, arising out of the Ottawa Trade Agreement, will 
Government please state: 

(a) what steps they have taken to secure a preference for rice in^ 

Ceylon and Malaya, and 

(b) what are the results thereof? ^ 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: (a) and (b). The Government of 
India are st^l negotiating with the authorities concerned for a preference on 
Indian rice in Ceylon and Malaya. 

® 2 
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BxiBMANISATXOEi OF JJm’SS IK THE AbMY. 

194, XT Them Maung: With reference to the statements laid on the 
table by His Excellency the Oommander-in-Chief in connection with ques- 
tion No. 90, asked by the Honourable Sir Phiroze Sethna in the Council 
of State on the 14th August, 1934 (now published at pages 16-17 of the 
Council of State Debates, 1935, VoL I), will Government please state : 

(a) whether it is their accepted policy : 

(i) to Burmanize any of the units in the Army, and 

(ii) to raise new Burmi<se units; 

(b) whether any, and if so, which of the existing units have been 

earmarked for Burmanization and how Burmese ofiBcers 
would be trained and provided for them; 

(c) what other steps are being taken by Government to Burmanize 

the army in Burma and what the rate of progress -would be; 

(d) what steps Government are taking: 

(i) to train Burmans for the Air Force and the Eoyal Marine 

and to employ them therein, and 

(ii) for the ge^ieral training of the Burmese people to defend 

themselves and their country? 

Mr. O. B. Tottenham: (a), (b) and (o). The whole question of the 
future defence of Burma is under consideration and no information can be 
given at present. 

(d) Attention is invited to the reply to the Honourable Member *s un- 
starred question No. 148 of today’s date. , 

Old Lower Class Carriages used between Muzaffarpub and Paldsa 
Ghat Railway Stations and Plying of some Steam Boats for I^gha 
Ghat. 


J95. Mr. B. B. Varma: (a) Will Government be pleased to state if it 
is a fact that within the last three months the Bengal and North Western 
Railway has again begun to run old type third and intermediate class 
compartments between Muzaffarpur and Paliza Ghat Radlway stations ? 

(b) Are Government aware that in the afternoon and evening, the same 
steam boat is plied for both the stations Digha Ghat and Mahendra from 
Paliza Ghat thus causing great inconvenience to passengers? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: (a) The Agent, Bengal and North Western Railway, 
states that composite third and inLeriuediate class carriages run between 
Muzaffarpur and Paliza Ghat as heretofore, and that there has been no 
change in this respect. , 

(b) Thq same steamboat serves both tlie stations as the traffic offering 
does not justify the running of two separate steamers. 

Absence of waiting Aocommodation for Passengers on the Chupra 
Katcsery Railway Station. 

196. Mr. B« B. Varma: Is it a fact that a very large number of third 
Mid intermediate class passengers are booked from Chapra Katchery Rail- 
way station on the Bengal and North Western Railway every day and 
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there is no waiting accommodation for third and intermediate class passen<- 
gers on that station ? 

Mt* P* ]^« Itauz Government are not aware of the exact arrangements 
at Chupra Katcheri. They are sending a copy of the Honourable Member’s 
question to the Agent, Bengal and North Western Eailway, in order that 
he may have the matter examined. 

East Indian Railway Union at Dinafobe. 

197. Mr. B. B. Yarma: (a) Are Government aware whether there is 
any Bast Indian Railway Union at Dinapore? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Agent, East Indian Eailway in his letter 
No. 1884/21, dated the 1st Apil, 1927, said he had no objection to the 
employees of East Indian Railway becoming members of a trade union 
organised and conducted under Act 16 of 1926? 

(o) Is it a fact that in spite of the assurance given in the above letter 
of the Agent, the representations made by the above Union are not 
entertained? If so, are Government prepared to order that the repre- 
sentations made by the Union be given consideration to in future? If 
not, why not? 


Mr. P. E. Eau: I have called for certain information and wiU lay a 
reply on the table of the House in due course. 


Treatment of Indian Staff in the East Indian Railway Hospital at 

Tundla. 

198, Mr. B* B. Varma: (a) Will Government be pleased to state how 
many nurses are employed in the East Indian Eailway Hospital at Tundla? 

(b) Is it a fact that these nurses are employed to look after European 
Ward only and that their services are not available for Indian patients, 
both male and female ? 

(c) Is it a fact that on account of the absence of mid-wives or nurses to 
look after Indian ladies, many serious cases of confinement have been 
refused admission into the hospital? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state the number of Indian and 
non-Indian maternity eases treated in the Tundla Railway Hospital and 
the respective number of cases which ended in mortality during the last 
three years? 

(e) Is it a fact that the services of a qualified private doctor are not 
available in or about Tundla and that there is no Assistant Surgeon 
employed in the Railway Hospital, and are Government aware that Indian 
patients do not obtain adequate medical assistance in serious cases ? 

(f) Is it a fact that the District Medical Officer mostly attends to 
European cases, and will Government state the number of Indian patients 
personally examined by him in the Railway Hospital during the last three 
years ? 

(g) Will Government state the present scale of fees charged and con- 
cessions allowed to low-paid employees in the said hospital? 
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Mr. P. P. !&au: I have called for informatioii and will lay a reply on 
the table of the House in due course. 


( Bbosttixiossmi oe Local Sebviob Tblbokaphisxs. 

J T 

199* Sardar Sant Singh: (a) With refereoce to the reply to question 
No. 40(j) of Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen in this House on the 25th Pebruaj^, 
1933, is it not a fact that seniority and experience which the forced station 
service telegraphists possess was wanting in those outsiders recruited direct 
to the general service ? 

(b) If the reply to the above be in the afiBrmative, and in view of the 
replies given in this House to question No. 40(i) on the 26th February, 
1^33 and question No. 867(i) on the 6th March, 1934, will Government 
please state why no provision could )>e made for transfer of these forced 
station service telegraphists, declared fit on Examination, to the genefcal 
service and who were surplus when the'y recruited Anglo-Indians at the 
-same time? 

(e) Win Government please state why the remaining 100 men or so of 
4iis particular group are made to suffer? 


G. V* Bewoor: (a) Yes, except that the experience of the forced 
station service telegraphists is confined to the conditions of station service. 

(b) The Plonourable Member is referred to the reply given to part (g) 
of the question No. 40 mentioned by him. 

(o) The Honourable Member is referred to part (c) of the reply given to 
Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen’s unstaiTed question No 42 m this House on 
the 25th February, 1933. 


" FlXATIOTiT OF THE SCALBS OF PaY OF STATION SbBVIOB TbUBOBAPHISTS. 


200. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Is it a fact that the reasons for fixing 
the scales of pay of a station service telegraphist at a much lower rate 
than his colleague in the general service, are that the former is allowed 
the option to choose a station of liis liking and is not liable to be trans- 
ferred? If not, what are the reasons 9 

(b) Is it a fact that ‘^ome of the station service telegraphists who chose 
Barisal Telegraph Office as their station had to be transferred to Calcutta 
on conversion of the former into a combined Post Office? 

(c) Is it a fact that the scales of pay of a station service telegraphist 
at Calcutta are much higher than those" of a Station service telegraphist 
of Barisal? 

(d) Is it also a fact th.n,t these different Bcalos of pay had been fixed 
in consideration of the cost of living prevailing at the respective places? 

(e) If the reply to the above be in the affirmative, will Government 
please state if it is not a fact that under the existina conditions of service 
of station service telegraphists, these men are entitled to choose a station 
of their liking for the second time? 

(f) If the reply to part (e) be in the affirmative, will Government 
please state the reasons for refusing to ad]ust the pay of these men accord- 
ing to scales prevailing at Calcutta where they have been transferred to on 
conversion of Barisal office 9 
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“ to. O. V. Bewoor: (a) The reply to ifce first :^art is in the effirmatSve. 
The second part does not arise. 

(b) The fact is not exactly as stated. On the conversion of the Barisal 
telegraph office into a combined post and telegraph office the station service 
telegraphists of that office were given their choice of another station. One 
of them volunteered for any station except Chittagong an5 the rest for any 
station without reservation. They were accordingly provided for in the 
Calcutta Central Telegraph Office. Subsequently they were given another 
choice of station but they preferred to remain in Calcutta. 

(c) Yes. 

fd) Yes. 

(e) Does not arise in view of the reply given to part (b) above. 

(f) The pay of the men was fixed in the station service scale of the 
Calcutta office strictly in accordance with Pimdamental Eule 22 which is 
statutory. 

CoMPUIiSOBY PeRFOIUMCANCB OR OVERTIME BY THE TELEGRAPHISTS AND ClEBK 

IN Telegraph Oeeices. 

201. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Is it a fact that under the existing rules, 
telegraphists and clerks in Telegraph Offices can be compelled to perform 
overtiihe after completion of full term of duty by heads of offices? 

(b) Is it also a fact that a telegraphist or a clerk cannot be paid for 
any overtime performed in a w#"ek in wluoh he happens to take leave on 
average pay for sickness or urgent business ? 

(c) If the reply to parts (a) and (b) above be in the affirmative, do 
Government propose to modify the rules for proper regulation of the same? 
If not, why not? 

Mr. G*. V. Bewoor: (a) Telegraphists and clerks in telegraph offices can 
be called upon to perform duty on payment of overtime allowances on 
occasions of extraordinary pressure and emergency. 

(b) Not necessarily. Overtime is paid for duty performed in excess of 
50 hours in one week. 

(c) In view of the reply to parts (a) and (b), Government see no reason 
to modify the existing rules. 

Inobemekts gbahtbi) to Government Servants. 

202, Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will Government be pleased to slate if 
increments are granted to the staff if their work and conduct are con- 
^dered satisfactory? 

(b) Is it a fact that cases occur where increments are withheld by the 
heads of offices if they consider that the conditions therefor are not ful- 
filled? 

(c) Is it a fact that the order withholding any official's increment may 
be upset on appeal, if there be no good grounds to withhold it on the due 
date? 

(d) If so, will Government please state if in such cases the official will 
be entitled to draw uhis increment from the criginal date, as if there was 
no order for withholding it? 
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The Hdnovrahle Sir Henry Oraik: (a) to (c)« The reply is in the 
affirmative. 

(d) The matter is one for the decision of the appellate authority 
ocncemed. 


Speoiaii iNirrAn Rates of Pay m the Postal Bbanch and Telegraph: 

Branohi 

208. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will Government be pleased to state the 
date from which special initial rates of pay were introduced in the Postal 
Branch and Telegraph Branch, separately, and when it was discontinued 
in both, and lay a copy of these orders on the table? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state why it was not extended to 
the Telegraph Branch from the date of amalgamation of the two Branches^ 
or from the date of issue of the order to the Postal Branch, whichever 
is earlier? 

The Honourable Sir Trank Hoyce: (a) By the expression Telegraph 
Branch**, the Honourable Member presumably refers to the clerical cadre 
of the Telegraph Branch, and hy the term “special initial rates of pay**" 
he presumably refers to the higher starting pay fornxerly given to Graduates 
and passed Intermediates. The concession was granted in the Postal 
Branch from 1st December, 1919, and in the Telegraph Traffic Branch 
from 7th December, 1929. The concession was discontinued with effect 
from the 24th December, 1930. Copies of relevant ordcjrs are attached. 

(b) By the expression “amalgamation of the two Branches” the Hon* 
curable Member presumably refers to the equalisation of the pay of the 
clerical staff in all Branches of the Department which took place with effect 
from the 1st March, 1927, The concession of higher initial rates of pay 
was granted to officials in the Postal Branch on the recommendation of the 
Postal Committee of 1920. It was not granted in the Telegraph Traffic 
Branch as the Telegraph Committee of 1920 made no such recommenda* 
tion. The concession was extended to the latter Branch from the 7th 
December, 1929 though the scales of paj were equalised from the 1st 
March, 1927. This delay was due to the fact that in view of the increased 
scales of pay, the question of the necessity for the continuance of the con- 
cession was under consideration and was only finally decided in December, 
1929. < 


JSesolutton by the Government of^ India^ Department of Commerce, No, 6J^68, dated 
* Simla, the SSrd September, 1920, 


^^tinuation of the Resolution in the Department of Commerce No. 4737, dated 
the 30th July, 1920, the Government of India, agreeing generally with the recommenda- 
tions of the Postal Enquiry^ Committee, are pleased to pass the following orders with 
clerical establishments in Post Oflices the pay of which does not exceed 
^ 200-^0—300, Inspectors of Post Offices, Head clerks 'to Superintendents of Post 
Omces, Departmental Branch Postmasters and Overseas. 
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Paid probations as a separate class will be abolished. When a person is selected 
for employment in the Post 0£Sce, he will ordinarily be placed on the minimum pay 
of the time-scale applicable to the office to which he is attached, and will remain o» 
that pay for a penod of 2 years during which he will be regarded as under training and 
on probation. If the recruit is a man who has passed the Intermediate Examination, 
his starting pay will be that admissible from the beginning of the 3rd year of service 
under the appropriate time-scale, while if he is a graduate he will start on the pay 
admissible from the beginning of the 5th year of service under the same time-scale. 

* * * « « » 

3. Date of giving effect to the new scales of pay — The Committee have recommended 
that the new scales of pay together with the local allowances proposed in certam 
districts in the Central Circle should be introduced from the 1st December, 1919, in 
view of the fact that revision of pay of the Tele^praph Department was introduced ftom 
that date, and the Government of India have demded to accept this proposal. , 

* # * * * « 


B^oluUon by tht Government of India, Department of Commerce, No. 6584, dated 
« Simla, the 89th September, 1980. 

\ 

In continuation of the Besolntion in the Department of Commerce, No. 6458, dated 
the 23rd September, 1920, the Government of India are pleased to pass the following 
orders on the recommendations of the Postal Enquiry Committee, with regard to the 
clerical establishments in the Bailway Mail Service whose pay does not exceed 
Bs. 200—20—300, Assistant Superintendents, Bailway Mail Service, and Inspectors of 
Sorting. The recommendations of the Committee have been generally accepted. 

* # # w * 

If tbe recruit is a man who has passed the Intermediate Examination, his starting 
pay will be that admissible from the beginning of the 3rd year of service under the 
appropriate time-scale, while if he is a graduate he will start on the pay admissible 
from the beginning of the 5th year of service under the same time-scale. 

* « * « * -t 

3. Date of giving effect to the new scales of pay. 

The new scales of pay, together with the local allowances shown in paragraph 1 (1) 
will be introduced from tho 1st December, 1919. Prom tbe arrears of^ pay which will 
become due under this order, the advance of one month's pay ssmctioned under the 
orders passed by the Government of India in this Department on the 31st May, 1920, 
shall first be deducted. If the advance already drawn exceeds the total arrears due, 
if any, the balance shall be recovered from the 'monthly pay in three equal instalments, 

* * * « * • 


Memorandum from the Government of India, Department of Industries and Labour, 
Posts and T degraphs Branch, to the Direcioi -General of PosU and Telegraphs, 
Vo. 74~Bst. A. 1 28, dated Simla, the 19th September^ 19S0, 

Sttbject. — Status of Diploma and Degree holders in Commerce. 

For the purposes of the orders contained in this Department Memorandum 
No. EA-213/28, dated the 7th December, 1929, the Government of India have been 
pleised to order that the B. Com. degree of a University establi'^hed by law 
sbonld be recognised as equivalent to the B.A., or B.Sc., degree and that the Inter- 
niediate Examination in Commerce of such a univer&itv or of a statutory board of 
secondary and intermediate education (c.g., the Board of High School and Intermed'ate 
education, United Provinces) should likewise be regarded as equivalent to a nniyersity 
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T«t.ATnM.jiaf.^ 1i!TOniiniLt.iftn in Arts or S<aen06. It must be understood that the old 
QoxxLxjQi^oial Diploma Examination of the Board of High School and Intermediate 
Education, United Provinces, is equivalent to the present Intermediate Examination 
i]^ Commerce of the said Board. 


No. 74-Est. A./28. 

A copy (in duplicate] is forwarded to the Accountant-General, Posts and Tel^raphs, 
for information. 


MtmoTundurry from the Indian Posts and Telegiaphs Department^ Office of the 
Dtrector-Cr&neral of Po^ts and Telegraphs, to cdl Postmasters-Generoil, the Director 
of Posts and ToLegraphs^ Bind and Baluchistan Circle, Karachi, No. S^S-Ests. A.f 
30, dated Birrda, the find Map, 193fi. * 

fixation of number of graduates and “intermediates*^ recruited on special initial rates 

of pay. 

With reference to the Government of India, Department of Industries and Labour 
memorandum No. EA-213/28, dated the 7th December, 1929, which was pubhshed in 
this olfice General Circular No. 20, dated the 29th September, 1930, the Director- 
Geneial has been pleased to fix the number of graduates and “intermediates** recruited 
on xUe special initial lates of pay, viz., the bth and 3rd stages respectively of the 
ordinary time-scales of the clerical cadre, in respect of each Circle during the period 
froth the 1st Aprd^ 1929, to the 1st September, 1031, as shown in the attached state- 
ment. The concession of giving the special initial rates of pay to graduate and 'Tnter* 
mediate’* lecruits was discontinued in accordance iVAth the instructions contained in 
paragraph 2 of this office letter No. 628-Ests. A// 30, dated th© 24th December, 1930, 
as supplemented by letter No. 628-Est. A/ 30/ Staff, A, dated the 2nd September, 1931. 
An order of the Governor-General in Council on this subject will also be issued in due 
course. 

2. The numbers shown in the attached statement include only those officials who 
were actually allowed to draw special initial rates of pay pending the settlement of 
th© question regarding fixation of the number of recruits for each Circle. The names 
and other particulars of these officials should be intimated to the Audit Office con- 
cerned. No such conces«!ion in the matter of pay should now be allowed to officials 
who became graduates and “intermediates’* while holding substantive posts in the 
Department, or to graduates and intermediates who received substantive posts in the 
ordinary clerical cadre, on and after th© 24th December, 1930, the date from which the 
concession was stopped. All ponding cases in this connection should be disposed ^ 
accordingly. 


No. 628-Est. A/ 30, dated New Delhi, the 2nd May, 1932. 

Copy, with copy of statement, is forwarded for information to : — 

Tho Accountant-General, Posts and Telegraphs, Delhi. 

All Deputy Account ant-General, Posts and Telegraphs. 

Copy also forwarded to the Director of Wireless, New Delhi, the Controller of 
Telegraph Stores, Alipore, Calcutta, the Superintendent of Telegraph 
Workshops, Alipore, Calcutta, and the Electrical Engineer-in-Chief, 
Ahpore, Calcutta, for information. : 
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drclM. 

No. of giaduatea reeruSbed On 
higher initial rates of iMiy. 

No. of * intennediatea ’ mcraited 
on higher initial rate of pay. 

Prom 

1-4-29 

to 

fi-12-29. 

Pwm 

7-12-29 

to 

81-3-30. 

Prom 

year 

iojo- 

Year 

1-4^ 

i-d?3i. 

Prop! 

1-4-29 

to 

6-12-29. 

Prom 
7-12-29 
to * 
31-3-80. 

Year 

1930- 

31. 

Year 

1-4-31 

to 

X-9-31 


B.&A. . 

29 

20 

13 

... 

22 


18 

... 

»» 

B.&0. . 

3 

1 

7 


4 

2 

3 



Bombay . 

9 

2 



1 

... 

7 



Burma . 

3 

1 

1 

... 

4 


1 


•» 

C.O. 

4 

2 

4 

. ... 

4 

... 

4 


>» 

Madras . 

1 

12 

26 


20 

11 

11 


•1 

Pnojab . 

12 

5 

2 


13 

6 

7 


» 

u.p. . 

S 

8 

7 


8 

7 

12 

.4. 

n. P. 4s T., Karachi 

1 

... 

•• 


3 

... 

2 

•• 


BECIRUnMBOT 03EP Q»APUATB3 AJTD IlCTBIlMElDIiLTBS IN THB TbLB^BAPH 

.BitlNOH. 

204. Sardar Sant Smgb.: Has the attention of Oovemment been drawn 
to pages 861-362 and 20-21 of the Telegraph Review for October, 1984, and 
January, 1985, in which Director GeneraFs letter No. Es. A.-8/33 (q), dated 
the 27th August, 1984, and Union’s reply No. B. P.-2/1, dated the 8th 
December, 1981. were published? If so, will Government be pleased to 
state : 

(a) when Government's orders contained in Department of Indus- 

tries, Labour Memorandum No. E. A. -218/28, dated the 7th 
December, 1929, were notified to different offices for fixation 
of the number of graduate and intermediate recruits in the 
Telegraph Branch, and whether office heads issued any notice 
to that effect to the staff, or recruited any of these classes of 
men, and, if so, when; 

(b) whether it is a fact that after issue of Government's order in 

1929, Director General’s Memorandum No. Es. A./80, dated 
the 2nd May, 1982, is the first order to regulate the number 
of such recruits; and 

(c) if so, the number of the employees in the Traffic Branch includ- 

ed in the list; 

(d) what steps the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs, took 

from 7th December, 1929, (the date of issue of Government's 
order) and 23rd December, 1980 (the date from which the 
concession was withdrawn) in giving effect to the concession; 

(e) whether it is a fact that there was no direct recruitment of clerks 

in class II in the Central offices of the Traffic Branch of the 
Telegraphs; 

(f) whether it is a fact th<ii new class III was than the only channel 

of recruitment of clerks in the Traffic Branch; and 

(g) how many graduates and intermediates were recruited in class 

in between the dates of introduction and withdrawal of the 
concession to the Traffic Branch? 
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ThO Honourable Sir Frank Noyoe: Government have seen the commu- 
nications referred to by che Honourable Member. 

(a) As regards the first part of the question, the rules were notified for 
general information in Director General’s General Circular No. 20, dated 
the 29th September, 1930. As regards the second part, the General 
Circulars of the Director General are circulated to the staff of all ojffiices. 
As regards the remaining part, Government have no information. 

(b) The Honourable Member apparently refers to the Directon GeneraUs 
Memorandum No. 628-EsA/30, dated the 2nd May, 1932, If so, the reply 
is in the aflBrmative. 

(o) Government have no precise information. 

(d) During the period referred to the question of the issue of recruitment 
rules to determine the limitations subject to which the concession was to 
be extended and other cognate matters were under consideration. 

(e) , (f) and fe)- Government have no information and do not propose 
to collect it. If any individual ofSciai has a grievance it is open to him to 
represent in the usual manner. 

Option to Minor New Leave Rotes to the Staef on the Noeth Westebn 

Railway. 

206, Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: (a) Is it a fact that before any 
new rules are introduced, which adversely affect the service conditions of 
staff, an option to either continue to remain under the old rules or to 
elect the new rules is given to the staff already in service prior to the date 
from which it is intended to enforce the new rules ? 

(b) If the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government 
please state why on the North Western Railway, the option referred to 
above was not given to staff who were appointed between the Ist April, 1927, 
and the 22nd August, 1927, the latter date being the one on which the Agent, 
North Western Railway issued his very first instructions that declarations 
should be obtained from all staff appointed on and atter the 1st April, 1927 
that they would automatically come imder the new State Railways Leave 
Rules from the date of their introduction? 

(c) Is it a fact that on all the other State Railways these new Leave 
Rules have been enforced from the 1st April, 1930 and that no such declara- 
tions were obtained from the staff in service prior to the 1st April, 1930 on 
those Railways ? 

(d) Is it also a fact that all staff appointc'd prior to the 1st April, 1930 
in the Accounts Branch of tbe Korth Western Railway have been allowed 
to remain under the Fundamental Leave Rules? 

(e) Will Government please state the reason why this difference has 
been made between (i) the Accounts Department and the other Depart- 
ments of this particular Railway and (ii) between the employees of the 
other State Railways and the employees of the North Western Railway? 

(t) Do Government propose to give necessary options to the staff on 
the North Western Railway, who were made to execute declarations, re- 
ferred to in part (b) above, before the introduction of these rules on the 1st 
April, 1930 and in particular to those who wero appointed between the 
dates 1st April, 1927 and 22nd August, 1927? 
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Mr. P. R. Ban: (a) So far as pay coiMtHad, this is generally the 
ease, but not necessarily so with regard to other conditions of service. 

(b) and (f). I am obtaining certain information and will lay a reply on 
the table of the House in due course. 

(c) The Bevised Leave Eules apply to Bailway servants who are 
appointed on or after 1st April, 1980, or who were appointed prior to that 
date on the condition that when Bevised State Eailway Leave Eules for 
employees are introduced they will be brought under them. As regards 
the seciond part of the question the Eailway Board issued instructions on 
1st September, 1928, to the effect that all subordinate staff who may be 
recruited on or after 1st September, 1928 should be required to sign a 
declaration to the effect that when the Bevised Leave Eules for the railway 
establishment are promulgated they would be liable to be brought under 
their operation. 

(d) No. The accounts staff appointed before the 1st April, 1929, were 
given the option of remaining under the Fundamental Eules if they had 
not been apprised of the fact that the Bevised Leave Eules were appli- 
cable to them. 

fe), (i). The difference is due to the fact that the staff of the old com- 
bined Audit and Accounts Department which was under the control of the 
Auditor General before the 1st April, 1929, were in fact not given a warn- 
ing as to their liability to come under the New Leave Buies while staff in 
other dei^artments of the North Western Bailway were given such warning. 

(ii) The difference is due to the fact that the staff on the different rail- 
ways were warned on different dates as to their liability to come under 
the New Leave Bides. 


Lieutenant Colonelcies given in certain Departments op the Army. 

206. Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Ctidney: Will Government please state 
the number of Lieutenant Colonelcies given to men in the following 
Departments during the past ten years:- 

Indian Unattached Lists, 

Indian Miscellaneous Lists, 

Indian Army Service Corps, 

Indian Army Ordnance Corps, and 
Indian Medical Department? 

Mr. G-. B. P. Tottenham: If the Honourable Member is referring only 
to Departmental Officers, the numbers are: 

India TJnattaoTied List, whioh includes the Indian Aemy Service 

Corps and Indian Army Ordnance Corps , - . . 8 

India Miscellaneous List • . . . , • • . .4 

Indian Medcal department 2 
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AOCIO^Sf TAHJaST OH THE BeSO^OTCIOHS ADOPTED AT THE COHPEBEHCE OP THE 

•TOAftrp IutdIAH BAHiWAY Esjoployebs’ Assooiatioh. 

207. Mr. N. M, Jofilii: Will Qovemraont be pleased to state what 
action has been taken on the resolutions adopted at the first annual con- 
ference of the East Indian Eailway Employees' Association held at Albert 
Hall, Calcutta, on the 25th August, 1934, which were sent to the Agent, 
]p;ast Indian Eailway? 

lfi« P. E. Ran: I have called for certain information and will lay a 
reply on the table in due course. 


State Quaetbes ahd Hoitsb Allowances, etc., at Howbah. 

208. Mr, Iff. M. Joshl: Will Government be pleased to furnish a 
ment on the following points : 

(i) how many staff quarters are at Howrah both for Indian and 

European; 

(ii) how many are occupied by ministerial staff ; 

(iii) hovT many are occupied by station staff; 

(iv) what is the total amount of house allowances paid each month 

to the station staff of Howrah in lieu of free quarters; 

(v) what amount is collected as rent from staff; and 

(vi) how many members of the staff, ^ who are required to be on 

duty at any time, have to live in private quarters at distant 
places for want of Eailway quarters? 

Mr. P. E. Eau: I am making enquiries from the Railway Administra- 
tion and will lay a statement on the table in due course. 

Filling up op the Posts op Teansportation Inspectors and Train 
Controllers on the East Indian Railway. 

209. Mr. N, M. Joshi: (a) Will Government be pleased to state how 
many posts of Transportation Inspectors and Train Controllers were 
filled up on the East Indian Eailway during the last two years? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state if the oases of staff who 
worked in the capacities of Transportation Inspectors or who were demoted 
to lower grade on account of economy, were considered at the time of 
filling up the posts of Transportation Inspectors or Train Controllers? 

Mr. P. E. Eau: Government have no information, but are making in- 
quiries and I will lay a reply on the table of the House in due course. 

Laws governing the Marriage and Inheritanob op Indian Biddhists*. 

210. IT Thein Maung: With reference to the answer to the unstarred 
question No. 65, dated the 22nd February, 1935, ’will Government please 
state: 

(a) whether it is not a fact that wh^t is referred to therein as the 
personal law of Indian Buddhists is really Hindu Law; and 
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(b) whether Govenment are prepared to take action, legislative or 
otherwise, to remove the anomaly? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik: (a) The Government of India think 
it most improbable that the position is as suggested by the Honourable 
Member but they cannot undertake the responsibility of pronouncing on a 
question which could not be auihoritaiively decided otherwise than by the 
Courts, 

(b) Government do not propose to take any action. 

PaOTBOTIOK OF InTBEBSTS OF BUDDHJSTS IN INDIA. 

211- V Thein Xaung: (a) Will Government please state what action 
they have taken and what orders they have issued: 

(i) to protect the interests of Buddhists who are in minority m 

India, and 

(ii) to secure proper representation of Indian Buddhists in the 

services, local bodies and legislatures? 

(b) If no such action has been taken and no such order has been issued, 
will Government please state whether representations therefor have not 
been received and why no action has been taken on them ? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik: (a) and (b). A representation has 
been received from the All-Inia Buddhist Conference urging consideration 
of all the matters referred to in part (a) (ii) of the question. So far as the 
representation of the Buddhist, communily m the services under the contiol 
of the Central Government is concerned, rules exist for the protection of 
the interests of the minority community as a whole and are applied in 
accordance with what appear to be the practical equities of the circum- 
stances. As regards representation in the Central and the Provincial 
Legislature, the Honourable Member is aware that the whole question is 
under consideration m eonnectioa -with the Government of India Bill. 
Representation in the local bodies is not primarily the concern of the 
Governor General in Council. 

Inorbasbd Expbnditubb of thb Ajmbk Muniotpai, Committeh. 

212. Maulvi Syed Muxtuza Sahib Bahadur: (a) Is it a fact: 

(i) that in making provision for expenditure the Municipal Com- 

mittee, Ajmer, has calculated to utilise all the savings, 
including the fixed deposits; and 

(ii) that the expenditure of the said Committee has increased 

enormously ? 

(b) If what is stated in part (a) above be correct, do Government pro- 
pose to abolish the nominated committee and to appoint Colonel Howson 
as the administrator of the Ajmer Municipality during the period of super- 
session of the Ajmer Municipal Committee? If so, when? If not, why 
not? 

Mr, H« A, !*• Metcalfe: The informetion asked for has been called for 
and a reply will be given to the House in due course. 
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Aotaibs 03? T3ra Ajmer Mtoicipal OoiytMETTBE. 

218. MaiHvl Syed Murtuza Sidilb Baliadux: (a) Will Government 
please state whether it is a fact: 

(i) that about Es. 3,000 have been found short regarding the imprest 

money fund entrusted to Dr. S. N. Wasti after his discharge 
from the post of the Afisistant Health Officer pf the Ajmer 
Municipality; and 

(ii) that Dr. Abdul Shakoor, the subordinate of Dr. Wasti, recently 

tendered his resignation after the discharge of the said Dr. 
Wasti and after the discovery of the missing of the said 
amount of about Es. 8,000? 

(b) If what is stated in part (a) above be correct, what steps do 
Government propose to take in the matter? J 

(c) Is it a fact that a large number of relations of superseded mem- 
bers of the Municipal Committee, Ajmer, are still retained in the mimicipal 
service? 

(d) Is it a fact that the relatives and friends of the newly nominated 
municipal committee members have been recently taken into the municipal 
service? 

(e) Is it also a fact that a large number of persons discharged or 
removed from the Eailway or Government services ^ have been able to 
secure lucrative jobs in the service of the Ajmer Municipal Committee ? 

(f) What steps do Government propose to take in the matter? 

Mr. H. A. F« Metcalfe: The information asked for has been called for 
and a reply will be given to the House in due course 


Working till Late Hours of the Delhi Head Post Oebtob Staff, 

214. Bhai Farma Nand: Is it a fact that some of the staff of Delhi 
Head Post Office has to work till late hours? If so, are Government 
prepared to sanction some overtime allowance for them or sanction extra 
staff? 

Mr. G* V. Bewoor: I deal with questions No®, 214 and 216 together. 

Government have no information. Copies of the questions are being 
sent to the Head of the Circle who is competent to deal vith the matters 
referred to therein. 


Alleged Mcsapprofeiation and Fraud in the Dislhi Head Post Ofbtob. 

*'215 Bhai Parma Nand; fa) Is it a tact that several cases of mis- 
appropriation and fraud were brought to light in the year T934 in Delhi 
Head Post Office and what steps were taken to punish the offenders to 
discourage their recurrence? 

(b) Are Government prepared to order proper investigation to be made ? 


"‘For answer to this question, see answer to question No. 214. 
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CTsb of GteniEAL Post Office BmiiDiNGS as his Residential Quaetees ex 
THE Post Mastee General at Simla. 

217. B^hai Fanma BTand: Are Government awaie of the fact that sinde 
Mr. Smith joined Simla General Post Office, Major A. Angelo, Post- 
master General, is using a portion of the General Post Gffiee buildings as 
his le&idential quarters as well as office for the summer? It so, why? 

Mr. G. V. Bewoor: Yes; on payment of rent and under the sanction 
of competent authority, as the arrangement is in the interests both of the 
officer concerned and of the department. 


Ttlness of Peofessoe Jyotish Chandra Ghose detained in tbe Damoh 

JjUL^ 

218. Mr. AMiil Chandra Datta: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that Professor Jyoti«h Chandra Ghose, M.A., 
now under detention under Regulation III oi 1818 in Bamoh Jail in the 
Central Provinces has been suffering from: 

(i) paralysis all over his body, 

(ii, palpitation of heart, 

(ui) diabetes, and 

(iv) troubles arising from affectation Of Ixmgs? 

\h) Whac is the present age of Professor Ghose? 

(c) What is the total period of his detention? 

(d) What is the period of such detention and under what law? 

(e) Arc* Government prepared to consider the desiraji'ii-y of releasing 
him? II not, are Government prepared to: 

(i) make suitable arrangement for his diet, and 
(ii) allow- him to see his old mother who is now in a dying 
condition and whose only son Professor Ghose is? 

The Honourable Sir Henry Craik: (a) No. On the contrary, the State 
Prisoner’s health is reported to be satisfactory. 

(b) About 49 years. 

(c) and (d). He has been detained under Regulation III of 1818 since 
the 4th December, 1931. 

(e) (i). The answer to the first part of the question is in the negative. 
As regards the second part, I ha\e no information to suggest that the 
arrangements for diet are not suitable. 

00* The state pusoner has not, so far as I am aware, made anj 
request in this matter. 


■‘•This question •was withdrawn by the questioner 


MOTION rOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Akbbssts in Camtjtta of Fbominekt Workbes connected with the All- 
India Teadb Union Congress. 

3ffr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdiir Rahim): The Chair has. 
received a notice from Prof. N. G. Ranga that he proposes to* 
12 N 00 N 4 leave to move the adjournment of the House to discuss 

a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely: 

“The policy underlying the raids in Calcutta on the offices of the various Labour,. 
Peasants and Socialists organizations, including the Bailway Workers Union, and 
arrests of prominent workers, connecbed with the All-India Trade Uxiion Congress.*' 

The Chair has to inquire whether afiy Honourable Member has any ob- 
jection to this moffion. 

The Honourable Sir Nxipendxa Sircar (Leader of the House): Yes, Sir,^ I 
oppose this motion on a point of order. My submission to you is this. 
The motion, as it has been drafted, a copy of which is with me, relates to* 
the policy underlying the raids in Calcutta on the offices of the various 
Labour, Peasants and Socialist Organizations. In so far as the policy is 
concerned, it is not a matter of very recent occurrence. As a matter of 
fact, similar raids were carried ouB in the Punjab, and the notification in 
the Punjab is dated the 10th September, 1934. Similar action was 
taken in Bihar in September 1984, and also in Bombay on the 
24tih September, 1934. My first point is, in so far as the policy is con- 
cerned, it is not a matter of recent occurrence. My second point is this. 
This is a matter which really ought to be debated in the local Provincial 
Council which is now sitting. Eurther, this is a matter on which we have 
got no information at all, except that certain offices have been declared to 
bo illegal, and, I would iraw your attention, Sir, to two rulings which will 
be found in tffis Book ‘*A Selection from the Decisions from the Chair' 
The first ruling will be found at page 17. It is Ruling No. 19, and I pro- 
pose to read it to the House: 

“On Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya’s motion for adjournment to discuss th» 
attitude of Government in relation to an Akali Jatha which was proceeding to Jaito, 
which was ruled out on the same ground as the motion of the 25ih February, 1924, 

Dr, II S. Goui contended that as the Jatha vas still in British territory the former 

ruling did not apply, and Air. Dovaki Prasad .Sinha, quoting from May’s ParVamentary 
Practice, pointed out that in doubtful cases the Speaker refeired the matter to the 
judgment of the House 

Tho Piesident lul'^d • The Honourable Member does not seem to he aware that in 
the House of Commons the maintenance of order rests on the close association 
between tho Houto and the Chair and that the IIous© has certain duties and the 

Chair has certain duties. Under our Hulcs and Standing Orders, the entire responsi- 

bility of maintain. ng order and interpreting the Buies aud Standing Orders^ un- 
fortuTiaielv rests with the Chair. T advise the Honourable Member to read the hook 
he is looking at. 

I addre-ss mvself now to the pomt raised by Dr. Gonr. Tn so far as he informs 
tho As«;emblv +hnt a matter ib now proceeding in British territory, he ib drawing 
attention to something which has not arisen, and if the departure of the Jatha from 
Amritsar were a matter on which public oninion was likelv to attach great importance 
and TO anticipate results, the place m which in the first instance it should have been 
raised was the Puniab Legislative Council. Por the Government of the Puniab is in 
the first instance responsible for law and order within the limits of the province " 
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I would draw your particular attention to tite last sentence, namely: 

**For tbo Government of tbo P{inJaX> 20 in the firet instance responsible for law 
and order within the limits of the province.'* 

The other ruling which I wish to read without comment is No. 28; at 
page 29 of the same book:, 

the 16th July, 1^, Mr, Kehal Singh sought to move the adjoumment of the 
House to discuss the beating of Congress volunteers by the police on the Simla Mall. 
Mr. Haig, speaking on behalf of Government, objected on the ground that the matter 
was not of sufficient public importance and suggested that the matter could be more 
conveniently dealt with by question and answer. 

The President upholding the objection ruled as follows : 

1 quite agree with my Honourable friend, Dr. Nand Lai, that at this stage we need 
not go into the details of the case but should confine ourselves only to the constitutional 
issue of the motion before the House. 

The matter to which this Motion relates is, no doubt, a definite one, and also m 
matter of recent occurrence. Bui the mere fact of its being definite and of recent 
occurrence is not sufficient for allowing a discussion on the motion. It must also be 
sliown that it is ‘urgent* and of ‘public importance*.*’ 

The action of 'pushing* and 'beating*, etc. — am not reading, Sir, this 
portion, because I am not going to argue that this matter is of no publio 
importance, but I will read the next paragraph: 

•'Motions for adjournment are meant for obtaining an iiiimediate debate on grave and 
serious matters, which cannot otherwise be immediately and effectively dealt with, and 
the very object of such motions will he lost if they are permitted to assume the character 
of an ordinary course of action of every day occurrence. ‘The formal moving of the 
adjournment of the House as a tactical method of introducing new matter into the 
day's work has during the nineteenth century been gradually but steadily discouraged 
by the rules of the Hpuse*, says Joseph Eedlich in his P^rocediHre of the House of 
Commons. Further on, the same author says, ‘By the present rules such a motion 
for adjournment can only be permitted in case of special urgency*; and I am anxious 
that the same principle should be established in this House. ‘The Speaker has 
repeatedly refused to allow a Member to move the adjournment of the House*, says 
Joseph Redlich, ‘on the ground that the matter proposed to he brought up by him 
was obviously not important or not urgent*.” 

Then, the next paragraph reads; 

“Moreover, distinction should also be drawn between matters to be discussed in 
this House and the matters to be discussed in the Provincial Councils, and to my 
mind, it would be too much interference on the part of this House as regards provin- 
cial affairs if matters for which Provincial Governments are responsible are debated 
in this House by means of the extra-ordinary method of motions for adjournment. It 
would not be right and proper to condemn the provincial executive behind their 
backs in a place where they cannot defend, explain or justify their conduct. The 
matter^ referred to in this motion is certainly a provincial matter, which is not 
primal ily the concern of the Governor General in Council.’’ 

Now, Sir, if I may stop there for one second, so far as these raids are 
concerned, the position will be the same here today, because there is no 
one here from the Bengal Government to explain or defend or justify the 
conduct of the Government, nor are we in a position to say what has 
happened there. In so far as it is said that the Honourable Member wants 
to discuss the policy underlying the raids, then, Sir, no now policy has 
been laid down. That is the only matter which he wants to discuss. As 
a matter of fact, the proposals of the Bengal Government were never 
placed before us. They have acted on the old policy, and as I showed the 
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House when I begaUi the policy had been acted upon in September, in 
August and in October, 1984, in the different provinces,^ I submit. Sir, 
that the Bengal Legislative Ooimoil is now in session, and it is not desirable 
that we shoidd discuss this^ question (here an^ raipie a debate on which we 
shall be able to give no information to the Housf^, 

Trol. N. G. Banga (Guntur cum Nellore: Nbn-Mubammadan Bural): T 
am gUd to notice that the Honourable Member has admitted the fact that 
this is a matter of pubhc importance and of recent occurrence. (“No, 
no,’* from Official Benches.) His objection is only on the point that the 
policy is not of recent occurrence or of recent ijrgency. But in view of 
the fact that the Honourable the Home Member stated only yesterday that 
the Government of India had been foUowir^, ever sinoe the withdrawal of 
the Civil Disobedience Movement, a policy of oouciliabion and a policy of 
peace, and that they had given up their policy of repression and did not 
propose to take to a further policy ot repression again, it is rather strange 
that an incident like this should have been allowed to liappen. 

1ST. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim;: The Honourable 
Member is only to state his point. 

Prof. N. G. Banga: And that is why T consider that this House has 
a right to take up this matter as a matter of further execution of that re- 
pressive policy, according to which associations can be banned, persons 
can be imprisoned and offices can be raided. Merely because certain raids 
were alloi^ed to be made with impunity by the Government of the Pxm- 
jab and other Provincial Governments in 1934, it does not follow that this 
House should allow these unhappy hapj>onings to go on without taking 
cognisance of them and without trying to ooiisure this Government for 
that repressive policy. 

The Honourable Sir Henry Oraik (Home Member): Which Govern- 
ment ? 

Prof. N. G. Banga: Again, Sir, the Honourable the Law Member 
maintains that this is entirely a matter for the Local Governments, that 
the Bengal Government is specially interested in it and can be expected 
to look after itself and can bo expected to carry out its laws properly and 
sensibly, and, therefore, if this House were to try now to discuss that 
matter, it w’ould be passing an ex parte decree. Due he does not seem 
to realise that this Assembly has taken advantage of the procedure that 
I wish the House to take now, on several other occasions when similar 
happenings had happened. When, in 1927, there was the Bengal Nagpur 
Railvay strike, and, again, in 1928, when there w^as the Bengal Nagpur 
Eail\\ay lock-out, there wt.re adiournment motions moved in this House 
and they vrere allowed by the tlicn President. They were discussed and 
the Govemnunt ]>olic\'^ was then attempted to be censured. Again, this 
is a central matter. Here are a number of associations which are of an 
all -India significance. There is the Trade Union Congress, the Railway 
Workers’ Association and several other workers’ associations, there is the 
Railway Workers’ Union, the R. M. S. Union, the I. G. N. Workers’ 
Union and several others. Labour is a central subject, and, under thft 
Trade Disputes Act, the Government of India alone are competent to 
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adjainister it, and, as suah, I maintain that this raiding of a numbeir of 
labour associations of alHiadia imporbanc© and arresting a number of 
labour leadera and also this declaring unlawful of a number of labour 
associations is a matter of central importance, a matter of all-India im- 
portance. It will afiect the railways their j^evenues. If these Bail- 
waymen’s Unions continue to be banned like this and if the railwayman's, 
leaders continue to ba airested and continue to be kept under lock-up, 
certainly the peace of the minds of the railwaymen will be disturbed and 
the railways will have to face some difficulty and may have to face some 
strike or some other sympathetic action- Therefore, I consider this to 
be a matter of all-India importance, a matter of extremely intimate in- 
terest to the railways. 

Hr. Px^ldent (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The Chair has 
asked the Honourable Member only to state his point. Any other point? 

Prof, K. G. Eanga: It is a matter of recent oeeurrence, because it 
was only the day before yesterday that these raids were effected by the 
Government of Bengal and these 80 persons of all-India importance were 
imprisoned and 13 well known organisations of intimate interest to work- 
ers and peasants were banned. I, therefore, maintain that this adjourn- 
ment motion is entirely in order. I^astly, this action of the Bengal 
Government affects very seriously the freedom of association of Indians 
in this country, the freedom of association specially of trade unionists and 
workers in this country and also of socialists. I am sure that if we 
were to follow the line of action proposed by the Honourable the Law 
Member, namely, that everything that is being done in this direction by 
Local Governments ought not to be taken up and should not be taken 
up by this House merely because it is provincial. . . . 

Hr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): That is argument.. 
The Chair asked the Honourable Member only to mention his points 
on this question of order. 

Prof. N. G. Bangs: I, therefom, suggest that the precedents that the 
Honourable the Law Member has quoted and the rulings that he has 
cited do not really apply to this particular matter, and this motion ought 
to be allowed to be taken up by the House. 

Mr. M. JosM (Nominated Non-Official): May I say a word about 
this point of order? I am really sorry to find that recently the Govern- 
ment of India are raising points of order which are intended to restrict 
the freedom of discussion in this House. I am a believer and a very- 
firm believer in constitutional and parliamentary methods. If objec*- 
tions are to be taken to free discussion of matters in which the whole 
country is interested, in which this Legislatiire is interested, it is much 
better to shut up the Legislatures. **(Hear, hear ' from the Congress 
Party Benche*^ ) 

An Honourable Member: Is that the point of order 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sic Abdur Bahim): The Honourable 
Member had better rostriet him<»elf to tlie point; of order that has been 
raised. 



202S iS!aisi>ATivB &SSEUBI.Y. [9 th March 1935. 

lb. N. M. Josbi: I am coming to the points under discussion. The 
Honourable Member does not deny the fact that this is a definite matter. 
He does not deny that this is a matter of recent occurrence 

The Honourahte Six Henry Oxaik: He does. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: He cannot deny that the raids have taken place 
Tvery recently. The only objection that he takes is a very technical one. 
He objects to the word “pohcy'*. If that is the objection, I am sure, 
you will permit my Honourable friend to re-word his motion for adjourn- 
ment. But, at the same time, I want to place before you this consi- 
deration. These raids are made under a central legislation, the legisla- 
tion under which these raids arc made is not a provincial legislation. 
Secondly, Government cannot deny the fact that this oampai^ against 
communism is a campaign made under the control and direction of the 
^Government of India. What is the earthly use, then. . . .(Interruption 
by Sir Oowasji Jehangir.) Mr. President, I do not want to be interrupted 
by the Honourable Baronet on this matter. 1 am not making a speech. 
When I make a speech on the motion for adjournment, then he can 
certainly interrupt me 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Ealiim): The Honourable 
Member is really making a speech. 

Mr. N. M. Joshl: My first point is this, that the legislation is os cen- 
tral legislation. The policy is a central policy, the control is a central 
control. (*'No, no,*' from Official Benches.) In these circumstances, it 
IS much better that this question should be discussed here than in the 
local Legislative Council. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim)* Does the Hon- 
ourable Member suggest that this is a Central subject*^ 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: That is exactly 'v^hat I am suggesting — that these 
raids have taken place in the different provinces as a part of the policy 
laid down by the Government of India*, and the Government of India 
are controlling this movement. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Ealiim) When was that 
policy laid down? 

Mr. Mr. M. Joshi: That policy might have been laid down some time 
ago, but the event has taken nlace very recently. If it is a technical 
objection that the Honourable the Mover uses the word “policy**, I sug- 
gest to you that you should permit this discussion a's it is the polii^ 
of the Central Government and you should permit tlie Honourable 
Memner to clia'j'ge tiie woid in his notice 1 hui>e lluit the Government 
will not shiik discussion on this matter. 


Mr. A. K. Fuzlul Huq (Bakarganj cm,?? F*iridpiir: Muhammadan 
Kural)* On a point of information, Sir. The Honourable the Law Mem- 
ber said that the Bengal Legislative Council is sitting and that the 
maltLi n>ay be discu^^sed theie J ma} icmiud liim that the Council 
IB not sitting today Tomorrow is Sunday and by the time the Council 
meets again the matter will have lost its urgency 
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Tandit Govind BallaUb. Paat (Boidlkund and Kumaon Divisions; 
JTon-Muhammadan Bural): I want to put a question to the Honourable 
the Law Member. I do not fiilly undefstand his position. Have the 
Government of India# laid down any policy fOt raiding offices and insti- 
tutions like these and declaring them unlawful? If so, when? If not, 
then would I be wrong in concluding that no such policy was ever enun- 
ciated by them previously and that these raids are not in accordance 
with any policy prescribed by them? 

The Honourable Sir irri;^6ndra Sircar: The policy initiated is to be 
found in the different notifications regarding cei^adn associations which, 
in the opinion of the Local Government, would come within the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, 1908. Against them the Act was put into oper- 
ation. There is no question of our directing or redding. Whatever follows, 
ifoUows from the Act being put into operation. 

Mr« President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): As regards the 
point of order raised, the first point that has been raised by the Hon- 
ourable the Leader of the House is that the motion wants to raise a 
question of policy which was laid down sometime ago, and. therefore, 
it cannot be said to be a matter of recent occurrence. The Honourable 
Member who has given notice of this motion has not informed the House 
when that policy was laid down, but the Honourable the Leader of the 
House says that there have been raads of a similar character some time 
ago in the Punjab and in some other provinces in pursuance of the same 
policy. It has been suggested by 1^. Joshi that permission may be 
given to delete the word "'policy'', so that the mere occurrence may be 
discussed in this House, but, so far as the Chair understands, the inten- 
tion of the Mover is to discuss the policy in pursuance of which these 
raids have taken place and the particular occurrences which happened 
during those raids. Therefore, the Chair holds that on an adjournment 
motion, the policy which has been pursued for sometime past cannot 
be discussed. The Chair might just as well say one word as regards the 
other objection raised, that it is really a matter of provincial concern, 
and, therefore, this Legislature is not the proper forum in which an ad- 
journment motion of this character can be discussed. As regards that, 
the Chair has gone through the rulings and practice and it finds that there 
is really no uniformity. The Chair does not think that, having regard 
to its ruling on the one question, it should give any ruling upon the 
other question. The point regarding it, the Chair may mention, really 
;ls whether the President has been given any power to disallow a motion 
for adjournment on the ground that it is not primarily the concern of 
the Governor General in Council, That power has been expressly con- 
ferred on the Governor General himself, but, as the Chair has said, there 
are different rulings on this question and the practice has also not been 
uniform. The Chair, therefore, does not decide that point now. The 
..Chair rules, the motion is not in order upon the first point raised. 


STATEMENT OF BUSINESS, 

The Honourable Six Nripendra Sircar (Leader of the House): With 
your permission, Sir, I desire to make a statement of the probable course 
of Government business in the week beginning Monday, the 11th March. 
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That day and Tuesday, the 12th, are allotted for the completion of the 
Voting of Demands for G^rants. On Wednesday, the 13th, motions v^iU 
be moved for the election of members to the following: 

(1) Central Advisory Council for Bailways; 

(2) Committee on PubHo Accounts; 

(3) Standing Committee for Beads for the financial year 1935-36; 

(4) Imperial Council of Agricultural Eesearch and its Governing 

Body; and 

(6) Iidian Institute of Science, Banga/lore. 

Thereafter, the Honourable the Finance Member will move that the 
Finance Bill be taken into consideration, and it is hoped that the debate 
on this motion will be concluded on Friday, the 15th. If this hope is 
fulfilled, Government will give time to Sir Oowasji Jehamgir to a 

motion agreeing to the Besolution of the Ooimcil of State to appoint 0 
Joint Committee on the Bill to amend the law relating to marriage and 
divorce among Parsis. 

Maulvi Syed Mnrtuza Sahib Bahadur (South Madras: Muhammadan): 
As regards tiie statement just now made by the Leader of the House, I 
have to bring to your notice that Friday is a fasting day for Haj Mus- 
lims, Therefore, it should be declared a holiday. That is a very im'-* 
portant day, and we cannot sit on that day. No Muslim will sit here,, 
including yourself. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Muham- 
madan Bural): Sir, your predecessor gave a ruling that all the days which 
are observed as holidays in the Delhi Province will be observed as holidays 
in the Assembly. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar: I am not standing in the way 
of any of my Muslim friends from observing that as a holiday, but the 
gazetted holiday is Saturday and that has been declared as such in the 
province of Delhi. 

Maulvi Syed Murtuza Sahib Bahadur: Saturday is Id day and Friday 
is a fasting day in Mecca. 

The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar; Will my Honourable friend allow 
me a little time to make inquiry into that matter 9 


THE GENEBAL BUDGET— LIST OF DEMANDS— conid. 
Second Stage- con/d. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The discussion ol 
the budget demands will now be resumed. According to the announce- 
ment the Chair made last evening, Babu Baijnath Bajoria is called upon, 
to move his motion. 

(The Honourable Member was absent.) 

Mr Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim has got cut motions Nos. 44 and 45 
under this demand. Does the Honourable Member wish to move them? 
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MX. Knhamioad Aswaz-ul-iillin (CSuttagong Division: MuhAnamadaa 
Bural): No, Sir. 

MX. Fr«^ent (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): We go on then to 
demand No. 17. Dom XJ Thein Maung want to move his mption No. 88 ?‘ 

fj Thein (Burma: NonrHuiopean); No, Sir. 

r ^ 

jlfir. PreddBirt i^ke ^iScnbidUi^bie Sir Abdinr BftMm): Mr. Miihazaznad. 

Dods the Honourable Member ^sh to more his out- 

xhofeiouB under this demand? 

» r 

Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: I want to say. Sir, that I have gott 
motions practically under all the Demands, and as my constituency wanh# 
me to bring these matters to the notice of the Government, if you will 
Madly permit, I should first like to move my out motion under Demand 
No. 79. This is the motion which I want to speak on first. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): But the Chair is 
now asking the Honourable Member whether he wishes to move his* 
motions under Demand No. 17? 

Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-AzIm: No, Sir. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Babim): No. 18? 

Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: No, Sir. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): U Thein Maung. 

Is the Honourable Member moving his motion? 

XT Thein Maung: No, Sir. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): Demand No. 19. 
(No Honourable Member moved any motion under this Demand, 
neither under Demand Nos. 21 to 22.) Demand No. 23. Sir James Grigg. 

Demand No. 23— Induk Posts and Tblegbaphs Dbpabtmbnt (inoludino 

WoEKiKO Expenses) - 

The Honourable Sir James Origg (Einance Member): Sir, I beg to 
move: 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 10,55,95,000 be granted to the Governor General 
m Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1936, in respect of the ‘Indian Posts and Telegraphs 
Department (including Working Expenses) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Babim): Motion moved: 

“That a sum not exceeding Bs 10,55 ,95, OCX) be granted to the Governor General 
in Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 51fet day of March, 1936, in respect of the ‘Indian Posts and Telegraphs 
Department (including Working Expenses)*.** 
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Gtievanoos of the Infenot, ServioBs. 

Mr. N. M. Jotflii (Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, I beg to move : 

*'That the demand under the head ^Indian Posts and Telegraphs Deparnnem 
(including Working Expenses)* be reduced by Rs. 100.’* 

Mr. President, my position of being an unattached Member placed me 
this morning at a great disadvantage. (Laughter.) Till yesterday afternoon 
I thought that my motion would come up for discussion the morning, but 
when I went home I got a notice from the Secretary of the Legislative 
Assembly pointing out a certain order in which the motions for outs will 
be taken. Prom that list, Sir, I never thought I would get any opportunity 
this morning to move any motion, but fortune has favoured me, and I 
propose to make the best use of the opportunity which has been afforded 
to me. Mr. President, I am asking this House to reduce the demand under 
the Posts and Telegraphs Department by Hs. 100 in order to lodge a protest 
against a certain policy which this Department, along with other Depart- 
ments, is following in the matter of the treatment of their lowest class 
of servants. In this Department, Sir, there are some people who are 
considered to belong to the '‘superior*" service, some people are considered 
to belong to the "subordinate” service and there are some people who 
-belong to what are known as the "inferior** service. I propose to speak 
this morning on the position of the inferior services in this Department, 
and the one complaint, which I propose to place before the Legislature on 
behalf of them, is the old complaint regarding the pensions of the inferior 
aiervices. 

Sir, people who belong to the inferior services of the Department have 
been given the small pension of four rupees a month since I do not know 
for how many years ; perhaps if one goes back and digs into the old records 
of the Government of India, he will find that these pension rules were made 
about the year 1850, At that time, this maximum rate of hs. 4 was fixed. 
At that time the monthly salaries paid to these people were« small, perhaps 
some people may not have been getting more than Es. 6 or Es. 6 or Es. 7 
monthly and it was quite natural at that time that the monthly pensions 
paid to these people should have been fixed at the small maximum figure 
of Es. 4 a month. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce (Member for Industries and Labour): 
I am sorry to interrupt my Honourable friend. I would venture to ask 
your ruling, Sir, whether he is in order in discussing this matter on this 
particular grant, as the question of pensions of inferior services is one 
which is common to all Departments of the Government of India. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : Because a particular 
grievance is common to the Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department and 
other Departments, the Chair does not think that is a sufficient reason for 
disallowing a discussion on a motion like this. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi; I thank you very much for permitting me to place 
before you this srreat grievance of the people belon£ 2 ;ing to the inferior 
services of the Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department. Sir, my remarks 
refer to the Postal Department for the present. For the present, if my 
remarks are also applicable to other Departments, they apply to other 
Departments .... ^ 
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Six Oowa8|l Jduuqgir (Booqibfty Cify: Koa-MutoTamiwteP. UrbaPa):^jB'or 
'Qiy own informaiiozv it fipply ip aU Departments? 

t 

Mr. If. M. JodMc' 3268, to all Bepartmeiptta. Sir, in the Government of 
India, there people bebnging to superior servioe who get a fixed pension 
of £1,000 a year. 0£ coxirse, they are heaven-born people and we cannot 
-compare the people belonging to the Indian Civil Service and the people 
belonging to the inferior services. Then, Sir, there are the subordinate 
services in which peopte generally get a ponsiooi equal to one half of their 
salaries, but < in the 6 ^ oj| pec^le belonging to the inferior services, they 
-do not get a pension equal to even half their salaries: they get a fixed 
P^sion of a maximum of Es. 4, — ^whioh has been increased, I think, by a 
rupee or two as a temporary measure, — ^but their pension is not anywhere 
near one-half their salaries and they then suffer under another disadvantagfe. 
In the case of the subordinate services, they can get a proportionate pension 
after ten years’ service, and, in the case of the superior services, they can 
get a proportionate pension after one year’s service. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce: That is not so, Sir. There is no 
proportionate pension after one year’s service. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Then, may I ask what the rule is? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : I cannot tell the Honourable Member 
definitely after what period of service a proportionate pension is given, but 
1 can state very definitely thab it is not given after one year’s service. 

Mr. N. M« Joshi: I say that members belonging to the superior services 
have got the right to retire at any moment they like and they can get 
proportionate pension. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce: I must definilely contradict my 
Honourable friend. His statement is absolutely inaccurate. No members 
•of any service can get a proportionate pension after a ^service of one year. 
They can retire at any moment they like. It is possible they can get a 
^gratuity, but I very much doubt whether even a gratuity is given after 
•one year’s service. I do most emphatically state that no members of 
.any service can get a propoitionate pension after one year’s service. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: The truth is gradually coming out. The Honourable 
Member admits that they may be getting some gratuity. For my purposoj 
it is the same whether it is called pension or gratuity. They do get 
s^ome money after retirement. What does it matter whether you call 
a certain amount of money given to people as pension or a certain amount 
of money as gratuity. The fact remains that the Government care for 
the suijerior services to such an extent that oven if a man retires at auy 
moment he hkes, he is provided with some money in the shape of gratuity. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce: That, again, is nob correct. An 
officer of the superior ser'sices gets a gratuity under certain special condi- 
tions, but it is not true that every officer of the suX)erior services who 
retires at any gi\en moment, gets a gratuity. 
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ICt* H. M. Josbl: The Bonourable Member may protest and that very 
hard. At the -same time, he cannot deny the fact that a man belonging 
to the superior services gets superior privileges as regards the provision 
against retirement. Let him say sov 33 he can contradict that statement, 
let my Honourable friend get up and say that lie has not made a better 
provision against old age and retirement lor isuperx<^ services as against 
inferior services. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce: I never wish to oontradici my 
Honourable friend on any statement he makes which is accuaate 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: I have not made any such statemmt. The Honour- 
able Member has not yet made any definite statement as regards the rules 
which provide lor gratuity or pension to men belonging to the superior, 
services. 

Dr. O. V. Deshmukh (Bombay City: Non-Muhammadan Urban): 
Or allowances. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: I donoi v^ishto'wastemy time, as I have to make 
a few important points. The point is that people belonging to the subor- 
dinate services get pension equal to half their salary, and, secondiv, 
they also get proportionate pension after ten years* service. It is useless 
to expect me to read out all the pension rules within the 15 minutes 
allotted to me. I, therefore, make a general statement that the men 
belonging to subordinate services get pension equal to half their saiaries 
and they generally get a proportionate pension after a service of ten 
years retirement. This privilege is denied to people belonging to infenor 
services. M<y claim i® that if there are any people who deserve better 
pension rules, it is the people belonging to the inferior services. They 
get small salaries and it is on account oi that fact that they cannot save 
any money while in service and so some nrovision after their retirement 
is all the more necessary than in the case of men belonging to superior 
or subordinate service. Unfortunately, Sir, this question has not been 
taken up by the Government at all. Sincp the time I came to this- 
LegislaturA, myself and several other Memborq have been drawing the 
attention of the Government of India to this iniustice. The reply given 
is not that they do not deserve better: thev cannot say so. Nobod v can 
isav that these inferior sen^ants reallv do not deserve a little better pension 
rules than the pension rules given to the superior services or subordinate 
services. Therefore, they do not deny the fact that it is necessary to 
consider. For more than 14 years this question is being considered, and 
the argument for not doing 'justice to these inferior service people is want 
of money. But, Sir, since I drew the attention of the Government of 
India and since their attentinon was drawn by other Members, palaces 
were built in New Delhi. I have seen them risinsr before mv eves, crorea 
and croros of rupees were spent on the palace for the Governor General, 
palace for the officers of the Secretariat, palaces for the Members of the 
Executive Council and the services, palaces for the Member« of the 
Lerislature. We have created a New Delhi. — a heaven on earth. We 
find money for all these. During these 14 vears however, we have not 
found monev for in creasing the pension of the inferior services bv a few 
rupees. Might I, Sir, ask the Honourable Member in charge as to when 
he is going to find money for this^ I hope the Government of India 
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’Will take this matter seriously into their^ c5<>p^|dejranon^^ It is i^t t^ue that 
they do not have the money for inerk6*»mg*tfle TOasidns, They Kavfe the 
aaaoney, but thh^ Sj^dSS it* ht JoUrpbfeeB. I hhve^ that even 

in this Very buitget ahonJsy 4i4s sj>&xt Sa impit6Ving* thef gardens, in 
renewing teifoplanes *htiid in buying fiim!t^e, and, if money oeold be found 
for sueb pttrpds€(S, 1 hold > KlAttre is znctfey enough ^r indreasing the 
pensions of the meh ^balotoging tb the ihftrior services. What is wanted 
is the will?, dnd I^^Pant the Q6>0%rnm6ilt of fiidia to make up their minds 
to ‘dcf l^^the'^p^ople belbn^g to thii^ service. 

V Sir, a, word to the men who are sitting to my left. These 

j Jppople belonging to interior service nave oem serving the men who are 
sitting to my lett. I want one ot them to stand up m his place and say 
a word in favour ,of these interior servants. These servants have served 
them honestly, they have served them most industriously and I would like 
some one among them to rise and speak a word in favour of the men who 
have given their lite service for them. The other day, Sir, one of the 
JSonourable Members sitting to my left got up in his seat and profierred 
fulsome praise to the Honourable the I'lnance Member lor restormg the 
salary cut to the men belonging to the superior services. May I ask that 
some other man in that service will get up today and say a word. It is 
wrong for them to say that they do not take part in these discussions for 
fear of breach of service disciplme. If service discipline doee not come in 
the way oi your offering fulsome praise to the Honourable the Finance 
Member foi restoring the wage out, surely there will be no breach of 
discipline if one of them gets up in his place and says whether these people 
belonging to the inferior services deserve better pension or not, I would 
like one of them to get up. It is wrong for them to expect me to speak 
on behalf pf the people who have given them their life service. I hope, 
Sir, whatever may be the attitude of the Government Benches, whether 
they care to appreciate the services of the people who have served tnem 
faithfully or not, I want the Legislature to give one promise, one pledge. 
Whatever may have been the pledges given by the Government to the 
superior services, to the income-tax payers, to the payers ot surcharges, 
I wpuld like the Legislature to give one pledge to the men belonging to 
the inferior services, and that pledge is that, before next year, the pensions 
of the inferior services will be increased. Sir, that is the meaning of the 
motion which I have made end that will be the meaning if this motion 
is carried. The mandate which I want the House to give to the Govern- 
ment is that pensions of the men beloneinj» to the infenor services shall 
be raised before the end of the vear. (Applause.^ 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Cut motion moved: 

“That thp derund under the head ‘Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department 
(including Woiking Expenses)* be reduced by Bs. 100.** 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ohaudhury (Bengal: Landholders): Sir, I am glad 
that mv Honourable friend, Mr Joshi. has efot the moving this 

cut this morning I am also glad that his disaDDonoAmenb has been 
removed. I am also grateful to him for placing this motion before the 
House to consider about the grievances of the posts! emnloyees, and I 
endorse my views entirely on the side of my Honourable friend. I want 
to confine myself to the grievances of the postal employees with which 
I am associated and very closely associated. 



ISBQlBXJLTlVn ASSEMBLV. 


[Otii Mauce 1935v 


!^86 

[Mr. D. H, Laliiri Ohaudhury.J 

Year after year we have been hearing of retrenchxaents on a vigoroua 
scale. Put the simple figure shows that foir the current year the budget 
estimate for the retrenched persoxmel was 3 lakhs and 59 thousand, 
whereas, in the revised estimate, the figure has risen to 11 lakhs and 
90 thousand. That clearly indicates how the retrenchment policy is being 
pursued vigorously and with a vengeance. Now, Sir, I have gathered 
frpm discussions here that these retrenchment measures were only confined] 
to the subordinate services. A large niunber of clerks, postmen and 
subordinate officers have been retrenched in the post offices as well as 
in the B. M». S. Another thing is that this retrenchment wafe not confined 
to persons of 30 years* service, and above, but also included persons with 
five or six years* serrice, I ask in all humility whether it was a fair 
thing to (k>» because it is evident that these people first accepted and 
entered Government service with great hopes in their hearts, and without 
any rhyme or reason they have been asked to go. I beheve it has 
affected the efficiency of the administration itself and I do ^ot understand 
why Government pursue the policy of retrenchment on those lines. But 
this same policy was not adopted in the case of the Telegraph Depart- 
ment. There it was suggested that reductions will be made only on the 
occurrence of vacancies, and 1 appeal to the Honourable Member that 
a similar policy should also be adopted in the case of the post office. 

Then, I will come to the traffic inspectors. One thing I may point 
put here, and that is that Government are pursuing the policy of retrench- 
ment where there is reduction of traffic. But they are not pursuing the 
same policy where there is increase of traffic. As a matter of fact, in the 
Calcutta General Post Office, and in other places, in the money order 
and savings bank department, and m other departments, there has been 
a regular increase oi work, and no sufficient hand© have been provided, 
with the result that the work is suffering. Now, in dealing with the 
officers pf the Postal Department, they have reduced only 34 Postal 
Superintendents and one Deputy Post Master General against 12 thousand 
subordinate employees. What is this proportion? A complaint was made 
last year about drastic reductions in selection grade posts in many offices 
of Calcutta and in the General Post Office in particular. I asked Sir 
Thomas Eyan to leniently consider the question of these postal inspectors, 
and, as a matter of fact, I am glad that pur present Director General, my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Bewoor, has made some concrete suggestions on 
that. He also suggested that some supervising staff is necessary for the 
good maiiageiiiont of the work and he suggested that' "one supervisor 
should be maintained for five savings bank clerks, one for six money 
order clerks, and one for seven or eight registration and parcel clerks: 
and I will be very glad if this suggestion is translated into action. 

Then, I want to draw the attention of the Director General to the 
system which is going to be introduced to fill the posts of town inspectors. 

I am told the Department contemplates to fix a maximum ago limit of 
40 years. That will really stop the chances of other employees, who are 
senior in service, but they will thus get no remuneration for their services. 
This is a matter of vital concern, because, if you fix the age limit at 
40 years, many senior officers, who are senior and able people, will not 
get any chance. Why should you stop them‘d You should make a 
provision which will be applicable only in the case of efficiency, and let 
the senior people who have served with ability and efficiency be given a 
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chance in this matter. 1 am iold that *in*]So!mfaay an^d Calcutta, some 
junior men have been lappdbted as town inspectors. thiulc this ought 
to be stopped; and 1 am into^dd^tbal people attached to the administra- 
tive offices of i^e offidals there get |frefersziee over other senior men. This 
is not fair^ those witjd am senior and able officers ought to get a better 
chance,^ emd I think this policy ^should be accepted. 

Anoth^ ^hiq^ that 1 will b^g to your notice is about the adnmiistara- 
tjpii hi^& ^ district of Mymensifagh, there are 

66 and 210 branch offices, but there is only one Postal Superin- 

who is conducting the work. Also in the jbacca Division, there 
ire about 98 sub-oftices and 260 branch offices, but there is only one 
Postal Superintendent. But in the Assam Circle, where there are only ^ 
sub-offices and 150 branch offices, they are also eontroiled by one Superin- 
tendent. So the Department has ffcsed some data according to which 
every clerk must perform some amount of equal duty; but probably it 
is not applicable in the case of higher officers. In dealing with these 
things, they seem to have adopted the dictum, ‘‘Head, I win; tails, you. 
lose”. 

Now, I shall come to the Telegraph Engineering Department, Last 
year, in my .observations in connection with the general discussion of the 
budget, I concentrated my whole attention on these postal matters, and 
I raised the question of the extravagance of the Telegraph Engine^ing 
Department. I can say frankly that that branch ig a branch of vested 
interests. It maintains as many as 166 .officers, all drawing high salaries, 
against 490 officers for the whole department. It has got on© Chief 
Engineer drawing Bs, 8,000 a month, and, over and above that, he gets 
his allowances. It has als.o got five Directors of Telegraph Engineering 
drawing a pay from Bs, 1,750 to Bs. 2,160. There are three branches of 
Telegraph Engineering, namely, the General Department, the Telephone 
Department and the Badio Department. In the General Pepartment, 
there are 129 officers costing Es. 10 lakhs and 99 thousand for pay only; 
in the Telephone Department, there are 11 officers getting a salary of 
Bs. 71,000 per year as pay; and, in the Badio Department, there are 26- 
officers who get Bs. one lakh and 64 thousand. The following figures 
for the Badio Branch will prove interesting. These 26 officers carry a 
salary of Bs. one lakh and 64 thousand, whereas 237 subordinates carry a 
Salary of Bs. 4,68,700. Besides these, the officers also get their house- 
rent allowances, passage money and other expenses. T have excluded 
the Controller of Store® from consideration, otherwise the expenditure 
would have been much more. I raised this question of extravagance last 
year and no response was made after that. The Director General replied 
that there may be a fall in traffic, but the wires of the Department and 
the instruments have to be maintained, and so it is not reasonable to 
suggest that there should be retrenchment® in the Engineering Branch 
like this. I have made inquiries as to how many are supervising the 
wires and other requisities, and I have found that there are 151 engineering 
supervisors, 444 line inspectors, 3,151 line men, looking into the telegraph 
lines. Besides, that, there are 86 electrical supervisors and 135 mistfies 
and mechanics to look into the instruments. Ts it necessary that besides 
these things there should he a number of Directors of Telegraph Engineer- 
ing to look into the matter? As a matter of fact, they do this work very 
rarelv. To mv mind, this maintenance of a huge staff is absolutely 
detrimental to the interests of the Indian tax-paver. T make a suggestion 
which I hope will be accepted hy the Honourable Member, and it is this. 
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if these five J)ireotorB of Telegraph Bngineeiing ure dispensed with, 
it wUl give a saving of 1,16>000; and, siiiiiiarly, if the posts 
^ of these 22 assistant engineers are abolished, it would result 

in a saving of another Es. 1,12,000. The Telegraph Establishment Com- 
mittee also made a similar suggestion, but it is a pity that the Government 
do not pay any attention to this recommendation of that Committee. In 
this House, a number of Committees are formed and a number of sugges- 
.tions are made by these Coxnnuttees, but it is a pity that, whenever any 
Uondrete and reasonable suggestions are made, they are not accepted by 
the CJovemment, in spite of the fact that the suggestion® ajre reasonable. 
I want to ask if there have been any suggestions tor amalgamating these 
.offices. As a matter ,of fact, my information is that even in London 
there has been amalgamation of engineering supervisors. Why should uot 
a similar policy be adopted here? I think it is high time lor the Govern- 
ment to see that the interests of the lower grade officers, who are paid 
much less than the higher grade officers, are properly looked alter; and 
if 'they are not looked after properly, there will be great dissatisfaction 
which will stand in the way of proper administration. I appeal to the 
Honourable Member that he will make it a point to look into the gi-ievances 
which I have just now set out and that he will redres® them, so that there 
may be peace and amity in the whole of the administrative services. 
With these words, I support the motion. , 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg: Sir, perhaps I may be allowed to 
intervene now for one minute to deal with the speech of Mr. Joshi; and, 
before I do that, I must apologise for not having been in my place to listen 
to that speech: but urgent business called me elsewhere. I have, 
however, informed myself as to the purport of his remarks. This problem 
of the pensions of the lower paid Government servants is one wluch has 
been brought activelv to my attention now for the first time. I understand 
that the attitude of the Government in the past has been that there is an 
undoubted grievance, but that it has been impo-^sible to meet it in the 
past adequately — something has b^en done to meet it, bui not ns much 
as the advocates of a change would wiah — because of financial stringency. 
The budget proposals which I presented io the House a few days ago will 
at any rate have shown that we are past the worst of the financial strin- 
gency, and, therefore, Government can no longer fall back upon the 
argument that there is no money to make this change. I think, therefore, 
that Government OT\e it to so stalwart and imariable a supporlor as Mr. 
Jvjbhi (Laughter) that I should piomise him that Government will take 
up this question and consider it very carefully and sympathetically and 
with every desire to do something to meet the grievcincc which has been 
admitted for some time. 


H- 7' (Ganjam cvm Viijagapatam : Fou-MuhsiTOmadan Eural): 

Sir, I rise to make a few observations with regard to the siifajeet matter 
under discussion I would first like to refer to the retrenchment policy 
adopted in the Postal Department. I find that, during the last few vearSi 
retrenchment has occurred and nearl’tr 12,000 posts have been aholished. 
The figures are, post oflSce clerks 2,706, postmen 6,155, sorters 897, maU 
runners, etc , 3,213, and inferior servants 1,009. I am told that the 
number of postmasters retrenched is nearly 1,500 I desire to stale that. 
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in these cla;)s of economic stress anci stsJCTOtion, the poor workers are much 
affected by the policy of retrenolmxept adopted by the Governtnoat of 
dndia * , . . , 

Mr. Presideiit (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The Chair may 
remind the Honourable Memb^ that the Honourable the Mover confined 
himself to the question of pensions. 

IllXt V. "tr^ ^3^jW: !i;f such is the ease, I have nothing more to add. 

f etA;.-dolonel Sir Henry Sidney (Nominated Non-OfBciaJ) : I rise to a 
of order : have you, Sir, ruled that our remarks can only h© confined 
to the question of pensions of the Postal Department? I ask this, beoausCr 
I believe, the motion under discussion refers to all the grievances of the 
Po^ti"*] Department? 

Mr. President (The Honourable ^ir A]bdur Eahim) As regards the 
point of ^rdor, so far ns the motion is printed on the Order Paper, 
“Grievances of the postal department’* it is put in general terms, and, 
therefove, the Chair does not wish to rule it out of order as entirely irrele- 
vant. The Chair merelv wanted to point out to the House and to the 
Honourable Mr Giri that one specific grievance was mooted bv the 
Honourable the Mover of the motion and. therefore, the Chair thought 
perhaps it would be more convenient to the House if that specific motion 
was dealt with under this head ; but the Chair does not rule out any other 
grievance being discussed 

Mr. V. V. Q-iri: I, therefore, desire to suggest to the Honourable Member 
in charge of Labour and Industries that he should look into this matter and 
see that no poor worker is retrenched : the poliev of the Department should 
be to absorb the workers Eecentlv there was a Committee, presided 
over bv an officer of the Department, named Mr. Pasricha, and that 
Committee’s report is about to be published. I request the Honourable 
Member in charge of the Department to give the fullest opportunity to the 
workers and their unions to express their views and put fon/^'ard constructive 
proposals. I also desire to suggest to the Department that, so far as 
postal workers and their organisations concerned, thev should have 
half-vearly meetings, year after year, so that the representatives of the 
workers can meet the Honourable Member or the superior officers and 
discuss, from time to time, the grievances relating to the workers. I 
hope the suggestions that have been made by me will be accepted bv the 
Honourable Member. I do not think I have got anything more to say. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Gidney: Sir, I have great pleasure in support- 
ing this motion, and, in doing so, I am glad I have vour ruling allowing 
me to rriticlse grievances other than pensions. As President of a large 
emnlovees’ nm’on which embraces Bengal, Biha^* and Orissa and 
Assam I have come into close contact with the men with whom I have 
sat "for hours and discussed their firrievonces, and so the criticisms T am 
making todav are not done in anv hostile or carping spirit Mv desire is 
to ask the head of the Department and the Honourable Member in charge 
to review the entire situation svmpatheticallv The question of pensions 
mv friend. Mr. Joshi, has verv ablv presented to the House All T can 

F 
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do is to support it in its entirety. 1 sin very glad to have had the 
assurance of the Honourable the Finance Member that ^he matter would 
receive his sympathetic consideration, and with that, Sir, I must pass on 
to certain other matters. 

There is one matter, Sir, that I should like to bring to the notice of the 
head of the Department who, I know, since he assumed office, has given 
it his most careful and sympathetic attention. I pay him no empty 
tribute when il say that he is seriously giving his attention to these matters. 
IBut, there is such a thing as comparative official expediency and urgency, 
or priority, and so, I am afraid this question of pensions to which I am 
referring may not receive the early attention it merits and be delayed. 
Sir, I had the honour of leading a deputation of postal employees before the 
Director General of Posts and Telegraphs when I represented among other 
matters, a matter relating to provincial postal recruitment. Sir, there is, 
as you know, with the advent of provincialisation and autonomv of the 
provinces, a universal cry in this country of “Bengal for Bengalis'*, “Bihar 
for Biharis’*, and so on. Now, much as this will satisfy the residents and 
inhabitants of Bengal and other provinces, it certainly has a very unfair 
ejBPect on certain Government servants. The Director General of Posts and 
Telegraphs, I know, is aware of my point of view, and it is this. The new 
recruitment rules demand a domicile or birth in a province beiore a 
recruit can be accepted in any Province. Sir, we know, — ^and the memories 
of several Members of this House can easily be taken back to a time when 
it was very difficult to get employees for the Postal Department, ORpeoially 
postmen. Employees, who have, by assiduous labour, risen to be classified 
as intelligent workmen and are not called “menials’* today, — ^these men 
have worked and lived for years in provinces which thev liave served, such 
as the capital cities of India, and it is not fair to these emplovoes whose 
families have been compelled to live in their places of birth, such as Bihar, 
etc., that their children should he disqualified from employment in a 
province where their fathers and grandfathers had spent the best part of 
their lives in the service of the Postal Department. T know the Director 
General of Posts and Telegraphs has promised to give this matter his early 
and sympathetic consideration, hut Sir, as vet no orders have been 
passed on ^-his matter, and I do think that those employees who have 
served in the capital cities of India should not have the«c prohiWtorv laws 
placed on the employment of their issues in the provinces whim'll they 
have legally served for years. 

The next point relates to the compensatory house rent allowance 
while on leave. Sir, a compensatory house rent allowance of Bs. 6 per 
mensem is granted hv the Government of India to postmen and the 
members of the lower gazetted staff in post offices in Calcutta, but, 
unfortunately, this allowance is not allowed, when an official is granted 
leave, notwithstanding the fact that there is a clear rnlinsr in the Sup- 
plementary Buies (Vide No. 6), and to the extent he takes leave, he is 
deprived of the said compensatory allowance. This matter has been 
represented to the authorities, but, so far, there has been no redress. T 
bring this matter to the notice of the Director General of Posts and 
Telegraphs, so that he may give his most sympathetic consideration to it. 

The next point to which I wish to draw the attention of the Govern- 
ment, and particularly of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs who 
deals with such matters, is about the confirmation of those employees 
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/appointed or promoted adEtet' ♦tite 16th Jidy, 1981. Ovri&g to fintoeial 
stringency, (lU appointistqidKLts md j^motioms xatide after the 16th July, 
1931, are not confirmed as yet, and difficialties arise when men apply for 
leave, inasmuch as when they do so, they are reverted to their original 
substantive posts^ and, in oonsequenee i&ereof, most men do not take 
leave for fear of reversion to their substantive appointments. This 
difficulty occurred th^ Jlailway Department a few years ago, but it has 
since been righted. J wis^pid ask th^ Director General of Posts and Telo- 
^rapjas to review this matter in a similar way, 

JOPheiati there is another matter which has become a hardy annual. The 
jiaffinber of people who claim this privilege are annuaEy getting less and 
less. I am referring to candidate postmen who are offered employment in 
certain capital towns as a sort of reserve to meet urgent rushes of work. 
The Honourable Member in charge, who has had experience of t^s matter 
in the capital towns, realises the difficulties with which both the Depart- 
ment and these employees are faced. He realises the grievances of these 
seasonal candidate postmen who have been so acting or officiating for 
seasonal periods for years and years. The Depai'tment has always at hand 
a supply of experienced men when needed, and although these men have 
been waiting for years and years for the fruit of their labours, they are 
denied confirmation. I know the Honourable Member will say that he has 
reduced the staff of postmen and he has no vacancies, but, I ask, why 
.appoint new men when you have these experienced people waiting, men 
who have rendered many years of good seasonal service, men who have 
kept the Department going during these seasonal periods? I ask the 
Honourable Member kindly to consider sympathetically the prior claims of 
these people when filling in new vacancies. They have certainly earned 
such recognition. 

I now turn to something of a different nature. There are many other 
g^rievances of the subordinate staff which I could detail, but I would only 
weary this House; moreover, those details are already before the Director 
Ooneral, indeed, I believe, it forms a big part of his daily duties. 

The other point which I desire to refer to is the colossal eApenditurc of 
this Department on its audit and accounts side. Those who are familiar 
with the history of this Department will know how, after the Finance 
Department assumed control over the expenditure of the Postal Depart- 
ment, the expenditure has been raised, retrenchment has been the order of 
the day and efficiency has been ^eneraUv impaired The first false step 
taken was the appointment of a financial expert, Mr. Heseltine, as Chair- 
man of a Committee of Inquiry about 15 years ago which suggested an 
amalgamation scheme 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce: May I ask, Sir, if the Honourable 
Member is relevant in bringing up the question of expenditure on a motion 
which refers to the grievances of postal employees? 

Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: May I reply to that, Sir? Do I 
understand the Honourable Member conectly in that he means that the 
term ‘ 'postal emploAoes” is confined to postal subordinates only? Sir, I 
should say that the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs is also a 
postal employee, so also are all postal officials from the highest to the 
lowest; and this motion includes all their grie\anees and the causes that 
have led up to them 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdtir Eahim); As regards that, the 
Chair does not think such a wide interpretation can be put on the inter- 
pretation of the Moyer himself. 

Lieut.-Colonel Six Henry Gidney: I bow to your ruling in this matter. 
Of course, Sir, I could indulge in what is called the periphrastic conjuga- 
tion and in a devious manner come back to the issue, I desire to raise. No 
one who has studied the history of the Postal Department will deny that 
this huge expenditure has had its direct and reflex action on the postal 
employee. I would, therefore, recast my remarks and say that it is all very 
well for Government to say we must reduce the staff, we must reduce this 
when the very nucleus of the whole trouble has been due to this extra- 
vagant expenditure since it came under the control and purview of the 
Finance Department, The origin of that was, — ^as I was about to mention 
when the Honovirable Member interrupted me, — ^bhe appointment of a 
financial expert, Mr. Haseltine, about 15 years ago, as a result of which 
various extravagant reforms were introduced into this Department which 
’has necessitated ruthless retrenchment in the subordinate sfeaff to be able 
to pay the increased top heavy additional expenditure. Sir, the next thing 
the Finance Department did was to place all officials from postmen up- 
wards under certain Statutory rules thus encouraging them to take long 
vacations m tlid country without due notice and often on false medical 
certificates from local practitioners before arrangements for their relief 
could be made The result was that duplication of appointments was 
necessary .... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): The Honourable 
Member has only two minutes more. 

Lieut .-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: I shall finish within these two 
minutes, Sir. Fui'ther, committees demanded by and directed from the 
Finance Department, consisting of members with no practical experience 
or knowledge of * ‘postal” affairs have produced reports which are mere 
eyewash. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce: What committees is my Honourable 
friend referring to? 

Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: I mean the large number of com- 
mittees that have sat on the Postal and Telegraph Department, they are 
innumerable. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce: I should be very glad if the Honoxir- 
able Member would give me some details. He stated that these commit- 
tees oonsisted of people who knew nothing about the Postal Department. 
That is a categorical allegation which I should like to hear substantiated. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henry Gidney: May I substantiate in general terms 
without going into it in detail? A recent departmental Committee of 
Enquiry, just over, was naturally afraid to make suggestions to lower the 
cost of financial control and so their deliberations have resulted in a fiasco 
except perhaps in the direction of imposing further retrenchment of 
subordinate posted staff which must adversely affect efficiency, already at 
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, ]kbr^ not included the large number of postal inspeetors who are non- 
g^etted. When they were retrenched the number of Deputy Postmasters 
General and Superintendents should have been increased in order to main- 
tain efhcient control and stop blocks in promotion. In the British and 
South African Postal Services, the proportion of supervisory ojffioers to 
working staff is much higher than in India, and the numbers in both 
classes increase automatically as business grows. How can efficiency be 
maintained in a huge country like India with its present comparatively 
indifferent workers by reduction of supervision personnel and limitation of 
activities of officers, by curtailment of travelling allowances to figures below 
actual touring costs? If this kind of retrenchment were practised in the 
police and railways, crimes would increase and serious mishaps on lines of 
communication multiply. When the axe is applied indiscriminately in the 
post office, letters are lost or destroyed and the public put to much annoy- 
ance at post offices, despite the excessive rates charged for postage. Postal 
staff is strictly regulated in numbers by application of time tests and other 
devices for gauging the amount of work to be done, and if the number of 
employees is reduced to a figure below that justified by these regulations, 
the public interests suffer injury. I am sony I have no personal postal 
administrative experience in this matter, but I have been in contact with 
this problem for some time, and I say there is no doubt in my mind that if 
you compare the various items in the profit and loss accounts (Appendix 
11), my allegations regarding the increase of account and audit charges in 
the last decade or two in tiie Postal Department will be proved by a 
scrutiny of past and present figures. 

1 have very little more to add. It is all very well to say that this 
department today needs a large highly paid audit and accounts staff to 
control its finances and so sa&le it at the top with a very heavy expendi- 
ture. But, in olden times, what did you have ? Did you have this large 
checking and controlling Department? No, you did not. What did you 
have at that time ? Is there any necessity for the continuance of the post 
of Financial Adviser, Posts and Telegraphs, on a salary of Rs. 3,000 per 
mensem and in addition, over 20 Deputy Accountants General etc ? Is it 
not possible to revert to the procedure in force, ten years ago, when the 
Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs, and the Secretaries of the 
Department of Industries and Labour and of the Finance Department of 
Ihe Government of India, in consultation with the Director General, Posts 
and Teles 2 :raphci, valched and controlled the financial policy of the 
Department ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): The Honourable 
Member has exceeded his time limit. 
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Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Oidney: May 1 just say this? Ten years ago, 
bhis Beparlnxent was run with a profit on commercial lines — so far as the 
post* offices were concerned — under the advice of experienced adininistra- 
fcive officers, but, smee the newly appointed financial experts at hoad- 
ciuarters have assumed control of the financial policy of the Posts and 
Telegraphs Department, it has lost its surplus revenue and is working, 
even with its resultant compelled retrenchment of stafi, at a serious loss to 
the detriment of the public interest. This is not the case in other 
countries. I ask, what are the grounds for employing no less than t-wenty 
Deputy and Assistant Accountants General and other accounts officers, 
besides clerical staff, when a large reduction has been made in the cadre of 
Assistant Directors General and the subordinate staff has been considerably 
reduced? Cannot the head post offices throughout India, which possess 
fully qualified and experienced accountants, undertake the local audit of 
paid money orders to save the high cost of audit staff employed under the 
Accountant General? Despite the reduction in the total staff employed, 
the gazetted and clerical staff of the Pinance, Accounts and Audit Branch 
of tho Posts and Telegraphs has increased in the past twenty or thirty 
years out of all proportion to the growth of the monetary work of the 
Department. To arrest and reduce this expenditure, it would be worth 
while introducing the experiment of local audit of paid money orders in 
head post offices. These vouchers and documents could be sent after pay- 
ment to the issuing post offices for the necessary checks, before being filed 
for inspection by lie postal supervising staff. The reduction of the postal 
audit staff is quite feasible, and with the abolition of the posts of some of 
tho Financial Adviser of the Posts and Telegraphs, there would be a saving 
of quite a lakh and a half annually. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The Honourable 
IMember is really not relevant. 

Lieut.-Oolonel Sir Henry Ctidney: My time prevents me from develop- 
ing the other points of economy ohat 1 can place before this House in sup- 
port of my contention, I see my Honourable friends on the Government 
Benches are laughing. While my criticisms may evoke their laughter, 
may I hope that they will evoke also a little seruns attention? Sym- 
pathy goes a long wa;s . But laughter, Su*. creates 1 iuf,hter m the other 
side. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till a Quarter to Throe of the 
Clock. 


The Assembh re-assemblcd after Lunch at a Quarter to Three ot the 
Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable \Sir Abdur iialiiia; in thi' Chair. 


The Honourable Sir Nripendra Sircar (Leader of the House) * Sir, I want 
to make a statement about the suggestion that there should bo no work on 
Friday. I have ascertained the views of the Honourable ^Members, and 
the position we take up is this. If it is the general desire of this House 
that there should be no work on Friday, we shall not oppose it, but that 
will involve our working on Monday. I would remind this Honourable 
House that Monday was originally allotted for the transaction of official 
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business, and it is to snit tlxe conveniaao® (A wtany ofc Day JBEbiDcan^le 
friends here that agreed to take off that Monday. So, the portion 
now is this — ^if there is lao work Friday, then we shall have to sit on 
Monday, ana as I cannot expect ati: answei^ }ust now, I suggest to the 
House through you that zny friends will decide the matter among themselves 
and they w ill let you kjcoW, so- that I can know from you in this House 
as to what is the general desire of the House — as to which alternative 
they would adopt. Then, we can definitely make up our mind, 

Mr. President (The Holxourable 0ir Abdur Bahim) : The Ojiair does not 
find in his seat the l^ncurable Member who made the suggestion about 
the The'" Chair thinks what has been stated by the Leader ot 

■^e Bouse will suit the convenience of all— that the Honourable Members 
will decide among themselves as to vrhat will suit them, whether they 
would have a holiday on Friday and sit on ^Monday. The Chair might in- 
form the House that the Haf-i-AJibin does not occm* every year. It 
occurs once hi, seven yeais. It is not in the list of gazetted holidays, 
but if the House generally agrees that in the special o^rcunistances the 
Assembly might not sit on that day. in that case wo will have to sit on 
the 18tb and transact official business as was originally intended. There 
IS time yet for the Honourable Members to consult among themselves 
and let the Chair know in time. 


Sir Oowasji Jehanglr: I just wanti to say a word on this motion. _ C 
sympathise with what my Honourable friend. Mr. Joshi. hfif ^aid with 
regard to the increased pensions of postal employees. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: You have done it in Bombay? 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir: I am not opposing jou. Boii’i got so nervous. 
The Honourable the Finance Member gave the financial stringency through 
which we have passed as a reason for not having increased these pensions, 
and he said that as better times had come, he would reconsider the mattei 
This Department is a commercial department, and undoubtedly the loss 
that the Department makes may have to be made good out of the geiieroi 
revenues, but if you increase the expenditure permanently, as you would 
have to do if you give increased pensions, you must make' the Department 
self-supporting and not rely upon the general revenues to make up the 
deficit year afber year, and, therefore, I suggest that the House should bc^ 
prepared for higher rates and I for one would be quite prepared for it if 
these pensions are to be increased. I would be prepared to give the De- 
partment a larger revenue provided Government increased these pensions 
and did justice to these poorer classes of employees, but I would noii agree' 
to make good this loss from the general revenues from y ear to year. 

An Honourable Member: Why not? 

Sir Gowasji Jehangix: Because it is a commercial department It has 
been an established principle that this Department has got to be self- 
supporting. In bad times, vou do get deficits which may have to be made 
good, and it was never intended that this Depai'tment should make a pro- 
fit. You must render service to the public at cost piice, and, therefore 
if to increase these pensions, is a legitimate charge upon the Department, 
and I believe it is a legitimate charge, then I trust that it will not be a 
question of v-hether we are going through bad times or good times It will 
be a question of an increased income to meet the extra expenditiwe 
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The Honotuable Sir Frank Noyce : I think it will probably be more con- 
venient if I intervene in the debate at tliis stage instead of waiting until the 
close. My Honourable friend, the Director General of Posts and Tele- 
graphs, is obviously in a better position to deal with specific grievuni*cs than 
T can hope to be, and I, therefore, propose to confine m\seh to .i lew 
general observations. The general impression I have gathered from the 
debate so far is that the grievances of postal employees are neither so 
numerous nor as deep seated as we might have had reason to rear, and 
I ^hiTilr also that I am not going too far when I say that there is general 
recognition of the willingness of the Director General to examine those, 
grievances carefully and to deal with them sympatheticalh . The most im- 
portant grievance which has been voiced today was that put forward by 
my Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, and I can assure him that the interrup- 
tions I made in the course of his speech this morning were made entirely 
in -^e interests of accuracy and not in any desire to criticise his main point 
with which I have had the very greatest sympathy ever since I first took over 
charge of the Posts and Telegraphs Department. He has, I hope, received 
what he will consider a sufficiently satisfactory reply from mv Honourable 
Colleague, the Finance Member. All T need say in that connection is rvith 
reference to the point just raised by my Honourable friend. Sir Conasji 
Jehangir. We have, of course, to examine ho’ir much the grant of tliis con- 
cession will cost us. I need hardly assure him that there can be no ques- 
tion of the cost of it being met &om general revenues. It must be mot 
from the revenues of the Postal and Telegraph Department. I can only 
hope that it will be possible to meet it without any increase in rate«i. We 
shall continue in the coming year, and I hope, in the years to come, to 
pursue the same policy of economy that we are following toda> . It has E 
think been successful. The budget we have placed before the House, 
which I shall have further opportunities later on of explaining, though not 
as satisfactory as we could wish, still shows very definite signs of improve- 
ment, I trust that the financial position will sufficiently improve in the 
course of the coming year to enable us without difficulty to meet tbo extra 
charge that will be involved when we give these increased pensions to the 
inferior servants. 


Mr. Muhammad Azhar AH (Lucknow and Fyzabad Divisions : Muham 
madan Eural) : May I just put a question. I suppose it will not be by 
ruthless retrenchment that the economies will be obtained 


The H<momable Sir Noyce: There is no question ot ruthless re- 

tren^menl. I atn not qmte sure -whether I have answered questions in 
the House on that subject jet. Theie are certainly sc me on the order 
paper which I shall be answering in the course ot the next lew ^;a^^ and 
the reteenohment campaign come„ to a,, end ui the 
31st of this month and that auv fuiihcr savings bv rcJuctio . m .-.ppoint- 

.f« futm-o will be made in the ordinarv-^course, 

^ vacancies occur. I vns rather surprised to find if I inav <=a^ po ‘that mv 
Honourable faend Mr. Giri, voiced no special comnlauit and ha.l onlv one 

nftboT w P"* forward. He asked that, when the report 

rLL Bnqmry Committee is published, an opportunitv should^ be 

Dh-eeter GeneTT°''T concerned to make representaiions to the 

Gil eetor General I can assure him that that will be done. We shall 

tith'^the ^eS °™ttee in exactlv the same wav as we did 

vith the reprot of the Varma Committee. Ample opnortunitv 





itm 

'will be given to aril unione to put theiir i^p^eietitcriiione afejid tihese 

•will be carefully oouaidered by the Dareotor General before his reconamen^- 
tions are submitted to Govemxaent, I proiK)se to leave all the other spee^o* 
points to my Honour«^bie fritoi# the Director General, but, before doing 
so, I would turn for a few moments, more in sorrow than in anger, to my 
Honourable friend, Sir Henry Gidney. Sir, if my Honourable friend were 
as eminent a lawyer as he is a doctor, he would, I think, have studied his 
brief rather more carefully (Lsu^fhtei?,) He put forward the unsubstan- 
tiated statemeUi thiut the Poets and Telegraphs Department had from 
tim^ ^to tfentif bew jaooded with committees of people who knew nothing 
postal or telegraph work. I asked him to substantiate that 
■H^tsisaeiat but he was unable to do so, and he then went on to talk about 
the Postal Enquiry Committee, the result of which, he said, was going 
to be a fiasco. Sir, if there is one committee that is absolutely free from 
the condemnation of consisting of people who know nothing about the work 
of the Department it happens to be the Postal Enquiry Committee, which 
consisted entirely of postal ofiieials with long and varied experience of all 
branches of postal work. 

Lieut. -Colonel Sir Henry Cidney: On a point of personal explanation, 
Sir, with an equal sense of sorrow and not of hostility, may I explain to 
the Honourable Member that when I criticised those committees, I did so 
in a generic way, I did it mainly with a desire to show that the financial 
implications of the report of the members who were on that committee in ^ 
regard to audit and accounts expenditure of the Department showed that 
they were unmindful of these requirements. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce: 1 must confess, Sir, 1 do not api>re- 
ciate the point raised by my Honourable friend. I asked him to give me 
instances of committees which did not consist of postal and telegraph 
,offioials .... 

Lieut.-Golonel Sir Henry G-idney: Take the last Varma Committee. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce: That commitiee consisted, if I recol- 
lect aright, of five members, and, all those five, with the exception of the 
Chairman, Mr. Yarma, vrere telr^graph officials. That hardly bears out the 
assertion of my Honoural^le triend. He went on lo say that the Eeport of 
the Postal Enquiry Commitiee would probabl;^ be a report in favour of 
“vested interests because the;s Tiere afraid of doine anything else. Y’‘oll, 
if that committee reports in favour of vested interests, that is 
exactly the point of view, I should have thought, that would appeal to my 
Honourable friend. (Laughter.) Sir, one reason why I have risen now is 
bo make some reference to his attack on the Einancial Adviser. He sug- 
aests that w^e should abolish the Financial Adviser and that W'e should 
distiibute his poy the postal employees. 


Lieut "Colonel Sir Heniy Glduey: T did noi sav anything of the kind. T 
never said anvthirg about vosted interests or that you distribute the pay of 
the Financial Adviser among the postal employees. I said — ^vou stop the ex- 
penditure of your heavy audit and accounts department and revert to the 
old system under w^hioh von audited vour accounts. 
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The Hoxiouiable Sir Fraxik Noyce: Again, iSir, I regret 1 am unable to 
agree with my Honourable friend. 1 ma^ not have quoted his exact words, 
but he certainly, to the best of my recollection, said, to's^avds the end of 
his speech, that if we abolished the Financial Adviser, we should be able to 
redress the grievances of the postal employees, and, at an\ rate, one way 
oi doing that is by raismg their pav. 

Lieut. -Ck>loxLel Sir Henry Q-idney: May I for tho last time, for m> 
Honourable friend’s information, sa\ that, ^shon I advised that, i nieanl 
this ; do not saddle your Postal and Telegraphs DepaKinent w ith this lioav;v 
over-head Finance Hep.irtmcni. lleduco it ami use thtit luonoy for the 
relief of your lower paid postal emph^ees and not tor the enterl ainmont ot 
highh-paid officers. (Hear, hear.) 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce: That is exaclU whet I said that the 
Honoui*able ]Member did say. (Laughter) There is leally no point of 
difference bet^\een us two. 

Now^ I shall leave it to the Director General to explain the s^^steni of 
audit in the Postil Department and the necossiti for it. All 
^ I ivish to do is to refer to the Financial Advisor himself. I 

am quite ‘certain that my »Honom*able friend said that, if we had no 
Financial Adviser, we might be in the happy position of having a tig 
surplus in the Postal and Telegraphs Department, and that the drastic 
retrenchments during the h»st few lears would not have been iieoebsaiy. 
Sir, he admitted that he has no administrative exp^rionco. Well, I have, 
and I can assure him that that is not the case and that the Posts and 
Telegraphs Department is under a deep debt of gratitude to the Finan- 
cial \clviber (Hear, hear), who has helped it to weather the economic 
storm as successfully as it has done. The position, S^r. of the Financial 
Adviser is not an ens^ one. He might, with some reason, be regarded 
by m^’self and bv my Department as the watch-deg of the Finance De 
partment and it i'^ quite possible that we might have suspicions of him 
on that account, but 1 can assure the House that the Financial Adviser 
is a tower of strength to the Doportmeri and that no one could have 
been more successful thno Mr Yarma and "Mr Coburn before him in dis- 
chardno the extremely difficult task of ^ervini? two mnsters 

Lisut.-Oolonel Sir Henry (Sidney: That is ^o b^^t, whv have over 20 
Depute \ccountftnts Gene^^al and a hi" staff ^ 

The Honourable Sir Frank ‘N’oyce: That a point which, as T have 
already explained, T must leave to the Director General of Posts and Tele- 
graphs to explain T consider that tho Finnrc’nl Ad'^isor and his staff have 
saved the Depa^’tment their nav m£'n^ tim^s oyer* T can ^xnress mv 
satisfaction once a<?ain tha+ the BTou^c has so Htrlo <^ritieism to moke of 
the w’orkinsr of the Depariment from ihe pomt of vi'^v" of its employees, who 
have their unions — veiv efficient unions some of +hem — to represent 

their grievoncos and I am glad to sav, do so in r^^nsonrhle ind temperate 
fashion: and in 'conclusion I and mv Department would express our 
willingness al^’o-rq to hear those errievnnees as svmpstheticallv in future, 
ns we have tried to do in the past (Loud and Prolonged Cheers ) 

Some Honourable Members: The Question may now be put. 



Ur. President 
Havalr.u. 


IHI (il Sl.lUf. IH'DOKT— LIST OB' CEMAJiTDS. 

Cl lu- Hoiiourubl.* Sir Abdur Hahim) : LIr. Lalohand 


Ur. Lilaliand Navalrai (Siucl: Xou.Muhununadan Rural) : Sir. I am 
very mui'li ihimkful ti. >ou lor afU-r all allowing me to open my mouth 
(LaughltT.) 

An Honourable Member: You are not making your maiden speech, 

Mr* Lalchand Kavalrai: Sir, what I mean to say is that I have after 
all now got an opportunity of speaking on this budget matter. It is no 
g^ovunce that X make of it at all, but I do feel that an opportunity should 
be giM^n I Mj'irihfiN ta placet* ajiy gnevances they may wish to represent by 
moans of their out motions, though, of course, according to the arrange- 
ments the Leaders of Parties certain individual cuts are being 

iliscussod and time is being exhausted upon them. I do not take any 
objcetioii to that, but, all the same, when we come here to ventilate so 
many grievances by means of our cut motions, I think some arrangements 
might be made in some manner or other by which the time should be ad- 
justed in such a manner that sonic time should be left for each grievance 
to be plaeo<l lu'lure the House, Otherwise, it amounts to this, that we have 
to put forward several grievances. 

Mr. President (Tho ^rir Abdur Bahim): Order, order. The 

(’hair 1*0*11 1 1 <* tlr‘ ilon-'C und to the Honourable Member, who, it 

is believed, is a Member of the Nationalist Party, that all the Leaders o^ 
Partu'S und Si'veral repr<*st*ntatives of others represented to the Chair that 
this is the host arrangement in which these motions could be taken. 

Mr. Laichand Navalrai; I do accept that position. I have no grievance 
against the Chair at all. What I want is k* draw the attention of the 
Leaders to ii tlmt they should consider in what manner these other griev- 
ances could b#* venfilaied, I do belong to the Nationalist Pai*ty, and I do 
abide by the decision of my Leader. But wh^t I mean to say is that some 
iiethod should be found out in which other grievances also could be placed 
)ofore the House, 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir: Now, here is your chance. 

Mr, Laichand Navalrai: Only on the post office! Now, Sir, I wholly 
support the motion moved by my Honourable friend, Mr. Josbi, the cham- 
pion of labour. The point is that the Honourable Member has not moved a 
' lotion under which all the grievances of the postal employees could be 
^ ' ntilated- I know that he confined himself only to one point, that is 
with regard to pension. But I do take it that it could not be his intention 
li.iti the other grievances shoiild not be exposed and ventilated. I know 
ihit fully well. It is only on account of the time limit that he has not 
been able to pay any attention to other grievances. He did very well in 
drawing attention fibest to a very long standing ^ievanoe. I am also glad 
that th^ <*' Vi ’ + h‘\\v atku' ill como to their senses. They have now- 
thought fit to give an assurance that this pension question would be revised. 
What ^ » b '^1 i> . it ’s nbilo we are thanVful for this assurance to 

ameliorate the condition of inferior servants, I should suggest that the 
rates of pension should be adjusted in such a manner that it may not cause 



«>50 


LEGISLATIVfi ASSEMBLY. 


[9 tii ^Ixncn 1935. 


[Mr, Lalchand Navalrai.] 

insidious distinotioD. as regards aay one particular class. We find half the 
salary is given as pension after thirty years service. I submit the rules 
should not be revised in such a manner that it would half the salary in 
ihe case ot one class of publio servants and a different rate in the ease of 
another class of servants. There diould be one rate for all. That is what 
I want to ward against. While on the question of revision of pensions, I 
would draw the attention of the House to a resolution passed l*\ the Bom- 
bay Posts and Telegraphs Workmen’s Union ^hich runs tluis: 

‘‘Owing to the fact that the scale of pension represents Rs. 4 }>er month, which was 
Hxed 76 yeais ago by the Government of India for tlicu inferior gerN.iiits letiring on 
the completion of their service, it has now become totally inadequate to maintain 
them in their old age and that in some parts the inferior servants in iu’o\incial employ 
are now granted a pension equivalent to half average pay.*' 

This is the portion to which I want to draw the attention of the Govern- 
ment and tihe attention of the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs : 

“Phip TTmon rceommends that in view of the financifil Improxement. Government 
will be pleased to reuse as quickly as possible the pension inles applicable to inferior 
servants so as to qualify them on retirement to draw a pension equivalent to half their 
average salary.'* 

The next point is in regard to the communication I received from Kara- 
chi. There they say there arc classes of inferior servants who are called 
packers. Their business is to clear letter boxes, stamp letters, pack the 
mails in the boxes and carry them to the stations and do all sorts of mis- 
cellaneous work. Now, these packers nro being treated diffort ntly from 
the postmen, I do not understand whv this should happen. T am open 
to correction on this point. But my information that has com. eyed 
to me is that the postmen do get a pension which comes to half their ave- 
rage pay and these packers do not get at the same rate. T cannot 
understand that. I, therefore, suggest that in framing or revising the pen- 
sion rules, no invidious distinction should be made as at pr^s^ait. Tliis 
will be causing bitterness among them. With regard to packers. I may also 
say that their pay requires revision. I hope the Director Gener,^! wiil pay 
consideration to that point also. Coining to their uniforms, it i-- onh one 
pugree and a shirt given to them, whereas to otheis ib is different. Though 
this is a small point, yet it is very painful to those packers to hove only 
one pugree and one shirt. With regard to leave also they are very much 
inconvenioncod. Ordinarily it is one month’s leave that tlioj" get afte’* 
putting in a service of eleven months, whereas in the case of p lekers, they 
arc not given leave at all even for emergent pur]>ose«. I h< ])v.‘ llu* Director 
General will verify this point also, and, if my information is correct, the 
packers do require some relief in the way loa^e. Passip;^ )n to the 
smaller inferior staff, the messengers of Telegraphs, lho> dso sufferers 
on that score with regard to pension. 

Coming to the grievances having reference to lh<-‘ Kar,«cbi Post 

office, I w’^ould place before the House the question of the nostel union of 
Karrcbi Thab union is not being very w’ell attended to and Ihoir firio’'"ance3 
are not nttended to and redressed. The other dav, in Ihis HvUise, my 
Plonourablo and gallant friend, Colonel Gidnev, was very rightly spealdng 
that there has been opposition to these unions from the G-overnment 
officers. I have given now an instance. 
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LieHt.-Ortonel Sir Henry ©Mney: I was not referring to postal unions. 

I was referimg to the railway unions. 

Hr. Ziftlohand Havalrai: 1 know that my Honourable and gallant friend 
was ivicrriiig lo the railways, I have now brought a similar instance in 
regard to the post oilice also* It is my duty to place before the House this 
grie\ance, and 1 do expect the Director General, who is personally known 
to me and \vho has been paying attention to the grievances of the postal 
to uiUiid to this grievance also. It is with that idea I am 
drafting liis at tout ion jubt nou. Whenever we bring certain facts to his 
notice, he iuis been courteous iu his replies* I know he is trying his best 
to see that all these grievances ore removed. I now say that the grievance 
I ha^'e just inentiuued about the Karachi postal union should be z’emoved. 
With regard to these unions, tliey say that whenever they go to the Govern- 
ment offices with respect to cerbain grievances, the reply always given to 
them is this, that they are the gxievances of one or two individual men* If 
you do not care to attend to the grievances of one or two men, that will lead 
to greater grievances hereafter on the part of others, and it is always good 
ro nip it in the bud. Therefore, I submit that the Karachi union ^ould be 
given attention, and their grievances heard. 

Then, Sir, coming to one more question with regard to this imion, there 
is ti class of inferior servants who are messengers in the Telegraph Depart- 
ment. With regard to that, I say that they have got their own union in 
Karachi and they have applied that their union should be recognised. But, 
up to this time, it has not been done. The point is that the clerks and 
other inferior persons have got their own union and that has been recog- 
nised, and there is no reason why this should not be recognised also. I 
think at some places these messengers have joined the union of the clerks 
and the inferior staff. But here they have got their own union, they are 
very largo in number, they have Iheir own office and they have their own 
President. Why should not their union be recognised? I hope this 
grievance too will be redressed by the Director General. 

Mr. G-. V. Bewoor (Director General of Posts and Telegraphs): Sir, I 
wi'sb to a -knowledge first the very friendly criticism which has emanated 
from all the Honourable Members who have spoken on this out motion. 

I ani accustomed to listen to complaints about post and telegraph matters 
W'hevover I go, but the^^ are alwa;vs accompanied by a feeling of friendship 
and liking for the Department .... 

Dr. F. X. DeSouafa (Nominated Non-Official) : Por you personally. 

Mr. G. V. Bewoor: ...and I hope for me also. It is somewhat unfor- 
tunate that this particular cut came on today when it least expected. I 
never thought that the largo number of cuts which stood before Demand 
No. 23 would be passed over in the course of a few^ minutes. The subjec^, 
again, is so vast that H is almost impossible to do iustice to it. My 
Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, raised the question of pensmns 
servants and this has been alreadv dealt with bv the HonomaWe the 
Pinance :Member and the Honourable Member in charge of the Depart- 
ment. But, about the other grievances, I should like to say this. 

We have in the Department a very large number of all-India unions. I 
have here a list of 13 such unions which have been recognised the 
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Department. They are of an all-India character. Every one of these has 
got circle branches, divisional branches and to^vn branches. Under the 
organisation which we have got and the rules laid down, every local branch 
can represent its grievance to the local officer. If it finds that it cannot 
get its grievance redressed, it refers the matter to the provincial branch. 
The provincial branch then approaches the head of the circle. If It is 
imable to get the grievance redressed, the provincial branch addresses the 
all-India head office. The all-India head office then approaches the 
Director General. If the all-India union is unable io get this grievance 
redressed by the Director General, it approaches the Honourable Memoor in 
charge of the Department. My point in describing this is lo show that in 
the Department we have provided for the representation of grievances in a 
manner which should ensure that everv grievance is thoroughly examined 
by more than one officer. I am glad that my Honourable friend. Sir 
Henry Gidney, gave me credit, or gave the Department credit, tor the 
cordial relations which exist between the officers and the unions in the 
Department. That has been the outstanding feature in the Department. 
I remember that in the beginning of the organisation of these unions, there 
was some suspicion in the minds of these unions that the officers of the 
Department did not lihe the unions But that is no longer the case. My 
reason for mentioning this fact is not to deny the existence of grievances, 
but to show that these grievances have been thoroughly considered time 
and again, and if we have not been able to remedy them, it Is either 
because we do not recognise them to be grievances or because it is impracti- 
cable in the present financial position of the Departuiont to rcmeclv them. 

In the criticisms which were made, some Honourable IMembers wont 
so far as to question the basic policy of the Department But, Sir, this 
basic policy of the Department which has been announced in this House 
more than once, namely, that the Posts and Telegraphs Department, 
while not being a source of revenue to Government, should pay its way. 
is a ver\ sound policy, and I do not think that anv Honourable Member 
would, after careful consideration, deny the soundness of this policy. The 
remedy, therefore, for all grievances must depend upon the finances of the 
Department, on the question whether the revenue earned would cover 
the expenditure that has to be incurred in running an efficient s'^sttm of 
posts and telegraphs 

There has been also criticism from m\ Honourable ineiitl, Sir Eenry 
Gidney, about i\liat he calls the financial expenditure L found it some- 
what difficult to understand what he meant b\ financial exnend.tnre. But 
I can see that he refers to the commercial s\Rtcm of ee 'Quad's which we 
have adopted m order to see '^diether the service .is a wdiole is w orldng at a 
profit or at a loss. I do not la'oposc to enter into an ex.imination of this 
system, but I would merely sa\ that th.s system which wnis devised about 
ten \e.'»rs ago has been sub]ec1ed to extremeh careful and expert examina- 
tion bv the Postal Accounts Inquiry C^ommittce which was presided over 
bv mv Honourable friend, Sir Cow asji Jehangir. That s> stem lia« been 
made as accurate as it is possible to do in dealing wnth a Department wffiicb 
serves such large areas and gives such a variet\ of services 

I think Sir Henrv Gidnov had further in his mind the expenditure 
incurred on the Accounts and Audit Department. He seemed to think 
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that (iif uspotaiilmo iiu-am-d on the Accounts and Audit Department had 
increased fur too inueh. All i would point out to him is ^s. In our 
Deparfinenf, ive deal with vor.\ large sums of money which are collected 
and diabursed all over India and Burma in about 22,000 offices. It is 
thiit thorc should be an excellent system of accounting and audit, 
and, z*i the ab«»en(»t* of such a system, the dangers of loss or misappropriation 
arc vt*ry ^ 2 *oat, He referred to the increasing cost of accounts and audit 
in receni years, but 1 should like to point out to him that this increase has 
been duo to the increasing connected with Savings Bank and Cash 
Ceriifieatc transactions. For doing this work, the Posts and Telegraphs 
Department receives credit from the general revenues, and this sum, which 
we receive from the general revenues and which was Bs. 44^ lakhs in 
1980-31, is expected in the budget estimates for 1985-36 to be Bs. 66i 
lakhs — an increase of nearly 12 lakhs. As we are receiving payment for 
Work done for the Savings Bank and Cash Certificates, it is no wonder that 
our expenditure has gone up in the Accounts and Audit Department. I 
mav assure Sir Henry Gidnev that, as the custodian of the Department, 1 
watch very carefully every debit that is raised against the Department; 
and the increase in expenditure, whether it occurs on the part of the general 
hudgol of Ihe Department or on the side of the accounts and audit, is 
examined bv the Director General very carefully before it is agreed to . . . 

Xilent,-Colon6l Sir Henry Gidney: But your expenditure has increased 
while the income is reduced. 


Mr. G. V. Bewoor: 1 was only referring to the expenditure on the 
accounts and audit side, where owing to the increase m the number of 
savings bank transactions and cash certificate transactions, we receive addi- 
tional credit from the general revenues . . . 

Br. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Muham- 
madan Eural) : Before you leave this subject, will you please answer two 
questions? One is whether you debit the expenditure on experiments in 
telegraphy to revenue account or to capital account : the second is, have 
you got separate accounts for post ofiice and telegraphs? Our impression 
is that the post office pays its way : it is the telegraphs department which 
as a white elephant to his Department. 

Mr. O- V. Bewoor: May I just sav that we are now dealing with the 
grievances of the postal employees and not with the accounting system 
which has been adopted in the Department? I onlv brought it in in erder 
to show that the criticism made bv Sir Henry Gidney to the efie^*t that 
what he called the financial expenditure was excessive is not a juslifiable 
one. 

We have been criticised in connection with the retrenchment policy 
adopted bv the Department; and we have been told bv my friend, 'Mr, 
Ijahiri Chaudhiivv, that the Department has treated the lower paid em- 
most nniairlv in that the retrenchment has been excessive with 
regard to the paid stafi, but not sufficient as ■»‘e:;a^ds the higher offi- 

cers This crilwism has been made before Mv pred('cessor, Sir 
Thomas Pvau d-^ ilt with this criticism at ^reat length in this 
House last vear I do not wish to traverse all the araument<=' 
which Sir Thomas Evan hvoudit forward here. I hope mv Iiiond 
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Mr, Lahiri Chaudhury, will take an early opportunitj of ro- 
Ireshmg his memory with the record oi that delate; but '] %\ouid 
like to point out very briefly that in the retrenchment whitdi has been 
carried out in the department since the SOth November, 1931, and up x.o- 
the end of the current financial year, we have retrenched 84 officers, 
10,794 non-gazetted staff and 3,543 inferior staff I admit that the numbers 
of the last two classes are very large, but we must look not to the numbers 
in themselves, but to the percentage which thev boar to the total staff. 
If that is examined, it would be found that while 14-74 per cent ol the 
gazetted staff has been retrenched, the percentages for the non-ga/etted 
superior staff and for the inferior staff are 31-5 and 10*29 respectively. I 
submit that that is a proof that in carrying out retrenchment w^e have not 
been treating the lower paid staff unfairly. Mr. Lahiri Chaudhury told us 
that there are too many ofiieerb in the department. That again is a criticism 
which has been made often before and explained more than once in this 
House. We have taken special trouble to explain in our annual report 
what exactlv is meant by the superior officers, that is to say, the adminis- 
trative siaff which looks after the general administration, as apari from the 
executive staff I sent a copy of the annual repoi't to every Member of this 
House : on page 29 of that report, it is explained that there are realiv 107 
officers holding higher posts such as are commonly regarded by the general 
public as controlling the business of the department. I wnsh to submit that 
a staff of 107 officers for a department which has got about 100,000 employees 
scattered over the whole of India and Burma is bv no means excessive. 
T should like further to draw the attention of Honourable Members to the 
magnitude of the business carried on by the department Apart from the 
question of the number of letters and postcards, handled, w^hich I do not 
wdsh to mention here, I would like to draw attention to the fact that 
Es. 75 erores worth of money orders were issued and the same amount 
paid; and in the savings bank we have 3,000,000 current savings bank 
accounts with a total balance of Es. 62 erores ; and vre have 87 000 postal 
life insurance policies covering an aggregate assurance of over 16 creres. 
Apart from the amount of cash or the number of articles handled, there is 
this point that our officers are not merely officers supervising the work of 
their staff* thev have to deal with the public, with commercial bodies and 
business houses, and they have to watch the necessity for greater postal 
facilities or for restricting them w^here the\ are no longer necessary. I 
would, therefore, for the last time I hope, convince the House that the staff 
of officers employed in the Posts and Telegraphs Department is not ex- 
cessive. . . 

Lieut -Colonel Sir Henry Cidney; You w^ant moie supervising staff, 

Mr, D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury: What about the Telegraph Engineering 
Department 9 

Mr. G, V. Bewoor: T am coming to that. Mv friend, Mr. Lahiri 
Chaudhurv, stated that in the Telegraph Engineering Department we had 
not carried out the same amount of retrenchment that we have carried out 
in the other branches. This question, again, was dealt with bv mv prede- 
cessor, Sir Thomas Eyan, and I really am very sorry that I have merely 
to repeat what he stated last year. The point is this: that even if the 
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telegraph traffic of the department has fallen slightly, the number of miles 
of wire that have to be maintained is still the same. To ensure efficient 
service, supervision and control is necessary. Our telephone branch is 
expanding very rapidly; everybody is aware that we are now giving trunk 
connections right from one end of India to another. We are fast expand- 
ing and we have in the next year a capital programme of over 55 lakhs. 

There are a few more points. Mr. Lahiri Chaudhury referred to the 
fact that certain postal divisions were very large with a very large number 
of offices, and that certain Others had a smaller number of offices. Here, 
again^ I would point out that this question was very carefully examined 
as a result oi a recommendation made by the Posts and Telegraphs Depart- 
ing^ Sub-Cordmittee, and we have re-arranged all the 

divisions in India so as to ensure to each officer a proper day's work or 
rather a proper year’s work. . 

Mr. Lalohand Navalrai referred to a very large number of grievances 
and he made eeitain statements which, I am afraid, are not quite corredt. 
Packers and mail peons constitute what we call the inferior service. Post- 
men constitute superior service. 

Mr. lialchand Navaliai: Is there any difference in their •work and of 
the postmen? 


Mr. G. V. Bewoor: There is an enormous difference in the work. 
Postmen are literate people; they handle cash, deliver letters, money 
orders and insured articles; they have to keep an account of the money 
they take with them; they are really doing responsible work. A packer, 
on the other hand; does not do much more than a coolie’s work; he h 
not required to read and write, though he is expected to be literate; he 
merely carries mails from one place to another, stamps letters, seal?, 
packets in the presence of the officers concerned. . . . 

Mr. M. Asaf All (Delhi: General); They object to the word ’Vrolio*'. 

Mr. G, V. Bewoor: If the Honourable Member will suggest to me some 
other word, I shall be glad to use it. 

An Honourable Member: Why not use the word labourers’ 

Mr. G. V. Bewoor; As regards the question of uniform, the matter is 
under consideration. As regards leave, it is not a fact, Sir, that packers 
are not entitled to leave ; they are entitled to leave 

Mr. Lalcband Navalrai; But you don’t give them leave 

An Honourable Member: Will the Honourable Meiiihoi* see Ihal mU' 
fur ms are in future made of Khaddar^ 

Mr. G. V. Bewoor: As regards the conuplaint which mv friend "Mr 
lialchand Navalrai. made that some local union was not lisfeneil to bv 
the local officers, all I have to sav is that the local imion should refer 
the matter to the All-India Dnion, and the All-India Union can address 
me. I shfdl then certainly inquire into the matter 
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I do not -wish to talte up any of th© otiier grievances mentioned by the 
various Hon* curable Members. As I said belore, every grievance w^ieh 
UorrournhlB Members have brought before this Haise today has bera 
considered m the Department, and we are always considerii^ in llje Depart- 
meat all these grievances very carefully and very sympathetically. It is 
sometimes our regret that we are not able to remedy certain grievances 
which undoubtedly are genuine. I am prepared to admit that f‘'*ut, but 
certain circumstances, like the financial position, make it impossible to 
remedy things at once, but we do keep all these matters prominently in 
view, and I can assure Honourable Members that representaticms re- 
ceived from the unions are considered very carefully and remedied whenever 
possible. (Aqpplause. ) 


Mr. N. M. Jo^: Sir, I shall be very brief in my reply to the discussion 
that has taken place. In the first place, I should Iflie to thank the Finance 
Member as well as the Hbnourable Member in charge of the Department 
of Industries and Labour for the sympathetic assurance they have given 
as regards the revision of the pension rules of the employees of Govern- 
ment belonging to the inferior services. I should, however, like to express 
"the hope that the Government of India would take immediate steps to 
implement that assurance, and secondly, Sir, I hope that the assurance 
will be adequuately implemented. I would not like the Gkivemment of 
India to maintain hereafter any discrimination in the tareatment given to 
inferior servants and to others as regards pensions. I am very fateful 
to the Honourable Members of this House who have taken part in this 
discussion. 


There is one satisfactory feature that exists in this department, and 
it is this. The relations between the associations of the employees of the 
postal department and the Government have for several years been very 
cordial. Great credit is due to the several Honourable Members who haVe 
been in charge of the Department and also to the several Directors General 
as well as to the officers of the associations of the postal employees. I 
feel that if other employees of Government in this country w^ere to follow 
the example of the Postal Department, we should not hear the complaints 
which we often hear about the unions and the officers of the unions. 
The responsibility for maintaining friendly relations lies upon both the 
parties. I, therefore, hope that the example set by the Postal Depart- 
ment and also by the postal organizations will 6e followed by employers 
in other industries as well as other Departments of Government and by 
their organizations. 


There is one remark which I would like to make about the speech of 
the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. He said, Sir, that as 
regards retrenchment in the Telegraph Department, they could not effect 
the same amount of retrenchment as in the Postal Department. I am not 
^iggestmg that there should have been a retrenchment in the Telegraph 
Department, but I am not satisfied with the argument which he advanced. 
My own suspicion is that the Telegraph Department is a department which 
IS used more by people who have got political influence. The Govern- 
ment of India are not willing to restrict facilities which are given to 
people who have political influence. But. whenever the Government of 

Kin r?. I ” do it by taking away the faeflities 

given to people in the rural areas The first thing which the Government 
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•Ao when they want to eileot h yhtteneBAfinfe is cloie dxhm* Tbhe i)ost 
offices, not in the dtiea and to'tok where people can Mofc up a rotr, bnti 
in the rural areas. hope, thfe&r^fore, the Goveihiment d India will nbt 
allow this kind of dfedrtoiaation to go on in the trfeatment given to rural 
areas and Uthan areas. 

Then,, aa re^jstrds my motion, my object in proposing this out was to 
protest 4^1$-^ which the Government of India have caused in 

tcommg tp a saMsfactory solution of the grievances which I had placed 
b^om this ]feuse, I have no desire, Mr. President, to censure the Gov- 
ernment on account of the sympathetic assurance we have received today. 
J[, tbereloi*e, propose to ask the leave of the House to withdraw my motion. 
But if the House insists upon having a vote on this motion, 1 w^ant to 
make it quite clear that my motion will give a mandate to the Govern- 
ment of India to revise the <pension rules satisfactorily within one year's 
time. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Has the Honour- 
able Member the leave of the House to withdraw the motion? 

Some Bonburable Members: We are indifferent, Sir. 

The motion was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim): Then, there are 
18 other motions standing in the name of Mr, Anwar-ul-Azim. 

Pohifiitn of the Bengal Mnesalmans m the Office of the Postmaeter Oeneratf 

Bengal and Assam Girole, 

Mr, Miibammad Ainwar-nl-Asim: Sir, I wish to move No. 203. 1 beg 
±0 move: 

* 'J’liat tho deman 1 under the head Tndian Posts and Telegraphs Department 
(including Working Expenses)’ be reduced by Rs. 100.” 

Sir, this is a very small out . . . 

Khan Sahib Shaikh Fazl-i-Haq Piracha (North-West Punjab : Muham- 
madan): On a point of order, Sir. My motions on Demand No. 18 have 
been passed over. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Notice must have 
been given after the other motions- 

Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Sir, when Federation is looming so 
large I shall be excused for being a little parochial. I am certain, I shall 
“not offend the susceptibilities oi my friends on my right, for, after all, T 
know thc^ \\ill consider the vgi\ hard plight in which the Muslim conimu- 
iiit\ is placed in India todav, and if these people have not received proper 
and sympathetic consideration at the hands of Government, I am certain, 
xay friends uill hear with me for a few minutes when 1 plead on their 
behalf. You will remember, — am I audible? 

anmA 'honourable Members: Gn m 
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Mr. Muhammad Anwar-nl Azim: You will remember, this Department 
has got a imique history of its own, and, within human memory, I should 
say that it existed in the province of Bengal from a very early period, 
men the Government o'f India had their headquarters in Calcutta, this 
Department was housed in Calcutta. Calcutta was the provincial Capital 
where the Mussalmans formed 42 per cent of the whole ^ population. 
Though in the whole Circle Assam was included, for practical purposes 
Assam does not aocotmt, because the Muslim population there is very 
small indeed, and I should be forgiven if I do not take notice of them m 
talking on this motion. The House may remember that in 1923, at the 
instance of a Madras gentleman, a Member of this House, a Besolution 
was passed for balancing the administrative inequalities by commimities of 
the Departments of the Government of India, I mean the services con- 
trolled by the Central Government. It is, of course, a matter of history. 
1923 does not exist now; it is too late in 1934. Brom the facts at my 
disposal, I find that the Government of India in the Home Department 
came out as late as July, 1934, with a certain amount of story stating 
that the Mussalmans would have a certain representation in the Central 
Services, But I may be pardoned if I say that in spite of these loud 
talks and professions of kindness for the minority communities, the posi- 
tion has not much changed, especially in the case of the Mussalmans, for 
that reservation is no reservalion at all. I should like to be pardoned by 
my Honourable friend, the Director General, vith whom my relations are 
verv cordial, because I reapect him and we all like him, but I may tell 
him that the pace of recruitment in the Bengal and Assam Circle has 
been very slow. I am sure that one whose geographical situation is not so 
tar to the North, I can assure him — ^his blood would boil. I do not want 
the moon in a day, but my humble submission is, how do you propose 
to justify it? I can tell my Honourable friends that if thev want the 
right type of Mussalmans, the right type of good, loval Mus'^almans from 
the Bengal and Assam Circle, they would get a plethora of them to fill 
in any number of posts The only thing that is wanting is goodwill Here 
is the initial mistake and no amount of circular that the Government of 
India may send round will be of any use. I would like to suggest to 
the Government for their consideration that unless they hit on some 
method by which these important cases will not be overlooked, I am cer- 
tain we shall not be in a position to come into our own even in €^00 years. 


Coming to other matters p*ertaining to my motion, let me deal with 
retrenchment of Muslim ofBcials. As I have said already, we have had 
no chance^ to come in, but as regards the few that got in, what is the 
position with regard to retrenchment 9 The policy of the Director General 
ir Benjral and Assam Circle has been to recruit the Circle, but at the 
time of retrenchment, they have retrenched on divisional lines. May I 
ask the Government who are resnonsible for this state of affairs? If you 
wanted to recruit through the medium of the Circle, on a circle basis, I 
should have thought that you would stick to that for all purposes. But 
the procedure they have adopted would only lead to one conclusion, and 
that is that they wanted to get rid of those Mussalmans in the service who 
had only six or seven years’ service and retain others. I would Eke to 
have a cogent and reasonable answer from my Honourable friend the Direc- 
tor General on this matter. U my remarks are not pleasing to a certain 
gentleman, I hope he will have at least patience enough to hear me. 
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Now, coming to the office of tlae PostncuM^ Ooniatralt Benglal and 
Assam Circle, in Calcnttoi what is the position that grou £tod Mr^ 

President? As a mailer of fact, in the whole Oirole, we have ggt only 
two Mussalman Supemtendente of ^oat Offices^ I may he tojd that the 
recruitment is on an elUXndia basis. It may be aayth^, but what is the 
justification for this? 1 want mv place in the ad^nistration. I have a 
stake in this Departmfent, you get tons of revenue from me in this Circle, 
and 1 claim to have e;;8peiience of your business. It would not please me 
if you Slid ttot ygu had bOO IfuSsalmans in the Punjab and 600 MussaJ- 
mans Sn Mjadtas in the service. My submission to the Government is 
th^^ if they respect for the sentiments of my people, who are 42 per cent. 

the whole population, they should give their serious attention to this 
matter. Coming to the office of the Postmaster General, as a matter of 
fact, my relations with the present Postmaster General are very Cordial; 
we all like and love him, I mean Bai Bahadur P. N>. Mukherji. I have 
talked to him about this. But he says, he is guided by the policy dictated 
from here in Delhi and Simla, and, if there is only 3 J per cent, of Muslims 
in the whole office consisting of nearly 3,000 men or more, while we are 
42 per cent, of the whole population, I am certain, you will find that my 
grievance is a very genuine one in that matter also. Coming to the 
General Post Office of Calcutta, there the things are in no way very much 
better. The position there is about 8 per cent. These are a few of the 
matters which I wanted to bring to the notice of the House through the 
medium of thi^ motion. We, the minorities in this country, are peace* 
loving temperamentally, and believe in gradual evolution. But there is a 
limit even to that. One Honourable Member said that we bad been be- 
fooled bv the Government to a certain extent, but even if it be so, I hope 
they will not do so again. 

3Kr. President (The Honotirable Sir Abdur Eahim): Cut motion moved: 

**That the demaad under the head Tndian Posts and Telegraphs Depaitxnent 
(including, Working Expenses)’ be reduced by Bs. 100.” 


l£r* A. K. Puzlol Huq (Bakargtmj cum Paridpur: Muhammadan 
Bural): It is somewhat embarrassing to emphasise the needs of communi- 
ties in a House like, this where we ^ould more properly devote our energies 
to the consideration of questions of an all-Ihdia character and policy. But 
when a question like this is raised, especially by a Member foom Bengal, 
regarding the grievances of Bengal Muslims, I feel it my duty to place 
before the House certain facts which may help the Government in 
coming to a true appreciation of the Muslim position. Personally, I would 
very much prefer to see a matter like this settled by negotiation in the 
sense of personal talk regarding the grievances that may evist, because, I 
beheve, there are many cases in which grievances have only got to be 
brought to the notice of the authorities to bo redressed. We do not mean 
for a moment to imply that there has been anything like a studied neglect 
of Muslim claims on the part of the officers, but there are various causes 
which may have contributed to a state of things to which we take objection. 
I would place before the House certain facts, in addition to those that have 
been placed before the House by the Mover of this motion. The-n f'^cts 
I have been able to collect after some amount of inquiry before I came 
to Delhi, and I collected these figures from responsible persons in Calcutta. 
I am told that the percentage of Muslims in the Bengal and Assam Circle 
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has gone down in. the year 1034, and, as a matter of fact, inquiries go 
to show that there are no apparent reasons why that should have taken 
place. In the matter of retrenchment. 133 Muslims were retrenched in 
excess of the number which would have been justified according to the^ 
ratio by which retrenchment should have been made on a communal basis. 

Then, Sir, as regards the existing situation in tie office of the Post- 
master General, Bengal Circle, the Muslim representation is only 8 per 
cent. In the selection gi*ade out of 26 posts there are only two Muslims. 
In the office of Superintendent of Post Offices, thero» is only one IMuslim 
in the total strength of 26 and two Muslim inspectors out oi a total 
strength of 102. In the Calcutta General Post Office there are 80 Muslim 
olqrks out of a total strength cf about 1,500. Now Sir, I do not for a 
moment wish to imply that the Muslims should bo appointed dd hoc,, 
whenever they come and simply because they are Muslims but, I take 
it that Government m recems times has been trying to take members of 
the minority communities who Lave not had proper representation at the 
present moment, provided they are qualified and fit to discharge the 
duties of the posts in which they are appointed. Subject, therefore, to a 
minimum test of efficiency, it is the i)obcy of the Governmeni to throw 
open these posts to the minority eommiinities as much as possible. F am 
not personally acquainted with the pre:,ent Director General of Posts and 
Telegraphs, but, since hei is here, I make a personal appeal to him to look 
into the figures and to satisfy himself whether proper jusitce has beeni 
done to the Muslims of Bengal. 'For my part, T am quite prepaied to- 
wait and see I have every confidence that if he looks into the figures, 
he will be satisfied that the grievance is genuine, and once he is satisfied 
about it, I have got every reason to be satisfied myself that he will do 
all he can to redress our grievances If an assurance like that is given, 
I would ask my friend, Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim, not to press this motion nor 
the oth^ motions of a similar charaete’’ standing in his name It is not 
our purpose to antagonise the officials, but to give them a fair chance, and I 
would, therefore, ask my friend to wait and hear the reply that will be 
given by the Government officials, and, if that reply is of a sympathetic 
character, I would advise my friend not to press the motion 

Mr. G, V. Bewoor: Sir, tbo out motion, as it stands, refers to the 
position of Bengal Muslims in the office of the Postmaster 

^.M. General of the Bengal and Assauj Circle. The speeches of the 
two Honourable Members refer generally to the question of the recruitment 
of Muhammadans in Government service I should like., first of all, to 
point out that the existing percentages in the staff of any one particular 
office or in the staff in any one particular area are the result of recruitment 
over the last 30 years Honourable Members must be aware that rules 
regarding recruitment on coDimuu'il bas’s aie of comnarativelv recent 
origin It is natural, therefore, that in any particular office at the present 
moment the percentage of one community is far in excess of the percent- 
age it would be entitled to under the recent orders. I would, therefore, 
beg Honourable Members not to draw any unfavourable conclusion by 
examining the staff of the office of the Postma«!(feer General, Calcutta, or 
^e staff of the Calcutta General Post Office or of any other office. 
Eeference has been made to selection grade posts. It is “laid down by 
Government that the rules regarding recruitment on a communal basis 
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Mr. G V. Bewoor: No, Sir. We do our promotions on rules which 
are clearly laid down in the Departmental Manuals. Seniority and merit 
are the only qualifications. The Honourable Member again spoke of the 
number of Superintendents of Post Ofdces who happen to be in the 
Bengal and Assam Circle. Now, this cadre is an all-India cadre and the 
fact that at any given time there are more Muhammadans or more Hindus 
or more Bxuropeans in one particular Circle is an entirely fortuitous cir- 
cumstance. We must take into consideration the particular cadre as a 
whole in order to consider ^vhether the porportionate number of any one 
particular community exists or not. The present rules of the Department 
clearly provide for local recruitment, that is to say, recruitment for an 
office from the local area — a principle that ensures that in Bengal, Bengal 
Muslims are taken and Bengal Hindus are taken. This principle was 
attacked by Sir Henry Gidney in his speech, but I need not deal with it 
at the present moment 

Sri}ut N. O. Bardaloi (Assam Valley : Non-Muhammadan) : Is the same 
principle followed in Assam? 

Mr. G. V. Bewoor: Yes, Sir. The question of the recruitment of 
Assamese in Assam was debated at great length in the Council of State 
at its Session in Simla, and, if the Honourable Member will read the 
debate on that question, he will find the whole position fully explained. 

Srijut B. C. Bardaloi: I want mtormation on one point Jiist now the 
Honourable Member said that in Bengal, Bengali Muslims and Benaali 
Hindus will be taken. I am asking whether in Assam, Assamese Hindus 
and Assamese Muslims are appointed or men from Bengal, the United Pro- 
vinces and Bihar and other parts are appointed? 

Mr. G. V. Bewoor: The rules on the subject are exactly the same for 
Bengal as for Assam. I would like, Sir, to mention to the Honourable 
the Mover of this motion that the question of commimal recruitment is 
always kept in the forefroni. in this Department and we obtain very 
detailed statements from the officers in order to ensure that the rules of 
the Department are being observed. T would now mention a few figures 
from which he would, I think, be satisfied that these orders are being 
properly observed. In the annual report for the year 1933-34, Appendix 
No. XVII, the Honourable ^Member will find the number of recruits classi- 
fied according to different communities. He is aware that during the last 
few years the number of new recruits taken was extremely limited. It 
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will be seen that among the clerical staff in the lower division recruited 
in the Bengal and Assam Circle, out of 138 clerks who were recruited, 
90 were Hindus, 44 were Muhammadans, one an Indian Christian and 
three belonging to other communities. As regards the lines staff, out of 
six linesmen who were recruited, two wore Hindus and four were Muham- 
madans. Among the postmen and other misc^laneous classes, out of 84, 
54 were Hindus and 28 wore Muhammadans. Among the inferior staff, 
out of 408 who were recruited 216 were Hindus and 131 wero IMuhum- 
madans. I hope, Sir, the figures T have read out will satisfy him that 
we are watching the interests of the minority communities very carefully, 
Becently, Government have in their Resolution of the 4th July, 1934, laid 
down further detailed instiuctions as to the principles on whicli recruit- 
ment of the different minority communities should be made. I may assure 
the Honourable the Mover of the motion that these rules are being \e^ 
carefully observed: and, if in any particular instance, he or any other 
member of his community has reason to believe that these rules are not 
being observed, all he has to do is merely to draw my attention to this 
facty. and I wi^ to assure hhn that I shall have a very careful inquiry 
made into the matter. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Sir, 1 do not wont to make a speech, but I ]nst 
want to put two questions May I ju'^t ask whether mj Honourable 
friend, Mr. Bewoor, has ever solved the mrithematjcal pioblcm \\hjch I 
am just going to give him, and it ia this 

Firstly, considering the rate of progress of !Mussalmans, as it is, 
how long would it take for them to achieve twenty-five per cent^ Will 
it take 30, 40 or 50 years, or how long*"* I ]ust want to give Irm that 
problem — repeat, considering the rate of increment, how long will it take 
before the Mussalmans can obtain the figure of twenty-five per cent? My 
friend can solve this problem and let me have, the resuh later on- 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. Lalchaud Navalrai: Then he will take as much time as the Army 
is taking over Indianisation. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Secondly, he said just now that the promotions 
aie made on the consideration of merit and seniority Now, will it not 
be right for me to request him that whenever you make a promofon on 
the strength of efficiency and pass over senior officers, then a report must 
always be given to the Head of the Depari^ment as to why such and 
such a person has been passed over, and this fact should clearly be noted. 
There is a feehng on this side of the House that in order to have a parti- 
cular individual appointed, you sometimes adopt the principle of 
senioiitv and sometimes the principle ot efficiency, as you wish, 
in order to have the required man at the required place. 
(Laughter) That is the impression that we have got. It is, the<refore, 
very desirable that whenever you pass over any person on the ground of 
efficiency of another i^erson and set aside the principle of seniority, then 
a report must ahvavs be given to the Head of the Department. And he 
should be satisfied that that is the light course. These are the two points 
to which I wanted to draw the attention 
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Jiewoor: I am giving the number of the total employees ot 
the Department, and I would leave it to him to oalculate, after how 
many years we shall reaqh the twenty-five per cent, at the present rate 
and ratio of recruitment. 


Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Give me the rate of progress for different classes 
of services. 

Mr. G. V. Bewoor: That is all ghen iu the report a copy of which 
has been supplied to every Member of the House. As regards promotions, 
promotion is always made, as I have stated, on grounds of efiffoiency and 
seniority. If any senior officer is superseded on the ground of inefficiency, 
he has always his remedy of representing to his superior officers through 
the usual official channels. 


Mr. Mduhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Sir, £ have listened to the speech of 
the Honourable Member carefully, but I must say I am not satisfied with 
his explanation. This is practically not a new affair, but a hardy annual — 
this grievance of ours, — ^and we hope that a changed administration will 
in future remedy our grievances Wht^n the virile Mussalmans will get into 
the Legislature, they will see that justice is done to them, but, under the pre- 
sent Constitution, we are absolutely helpless, Mr President. I am very 
liberal in all matters, Sir. I do believe in conciliation, but even to a man 
like me in my temperament it is intolerable that there is such criminal negli- 
gence on Ihb part of the Governuient of India, so far as we are concerned, 
in all spheres of public services Bui after listening to my esteemed 
friend, Mr. Bewoor, the Director General, I think I had better ask the 
leave of the House to withdrew the motion and give him a chance to better 
our position 

The motion was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): There are other 
motions also in the name of the Honourable Member, Mr. Anwar-ul- A zim 
under Demand No. 23. 

Mr. N. M. JosM: Sir, I have a motion under Demand No. 28 — cut No. 
295 


Mir. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The Honourable 
Member will have to wait for that. 

JMr, N. M. Jcsh.1: Thcie is nobody else, Sir 
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Haulvi Sir Muhammad Yakuh (Boliilkund and Elumaon Divisions: 
Muhammadan Bural): There are so many. 


Demand No. 18 — Salt. 

The Honourable Sir James Grrigg: I beg tc move: 

“That A STim not exceeding Rs. 72,82,000 be granted to the Governor General 
in Council to defray the charges which will come in courbe of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1936, in respect of ‘Salt*.** 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir A.bdui Bahim): Motion moved; 

I 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 72,82,000 be granted to the Governor General 
itt Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1936, in respect of *6alt’.'* 

Damage done io the poor Zamindars of the Khushah and Find Dadan Khan 

TahhiU in the District of Shahpur and Jhelum in the Punjab on ao- 

covnt of thi Salt Fange cund the Khewra Salt Mines. 

Khan Sahib Shaikh Fazl4-Haq Piraoha: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That the demand under the head ^Salt* be reduced by Rs. 100.“ 

Sir, in moving this cut, T mean to lay before the Government and 
this Honourable House the damage done to the poor zamindars of the 
Khushab and Find Dadan Khan tahsils in the districts of Shahpur and 
Jhelum in the Punjab on account of ihe Salt Bange and the Khewra Salt 
Mines. Sir, hundreds of tons of salt are being excavated from the Khewra 
Mines every year and the rain water that flows from over and inside these 
mines with a mixture of salt flows over the agricultural lands and destroys 
them all. No arrangements have so far been made to check this evil, nor 
have the people been compensated in any way for the loss. Sir, vast 
tracts of land situated in the neighbouring area of the Salt Bange, 
specially the Khewra Mines have altogether become uncultivable, and the 
zamindars have been deprived of the little holdings they had. This 
question has been under the discussion of this House, twice before, but 
nothing has so far resulted. In 1927, the Honourable Baja Ghazanfar 
Ali, Member of the Council of State, then a Member of this Assembly, 
moved the question of the appointment of an enquiry committee to 
investigate into the causes of the damage done to the lands adjacent to 
the Khewra Mines and to devise ways and means bo mend it. 

[At this stage, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim)* 
vacated the Chair which was then occupied by Mr. Deputy President (Mr. 
Akhil Chandra Datta).] 

Sir Basil Blackett, the then Pinance Member, promised to take up the 
question and to appoint a committee of enquiry. The committee was no 
doubt appointed, but it simply enquired into the grievances of the salt 
miners and the other and the much more essential part, to enquire into 
the causes of the damage to the lands and to make good those losses, was 
left out. Then, again, the same Honourable Member of this House moved 
the matter in 1930. Sir George Schuster was pleased to give the same 
promise as Sir Basil Blackett had done, but with no result. Sir, the 
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}ilm ^mkr aud that there will be no dasturbanoe ia ^that part oi ^e 
oountiy as far as the ^question of non-bo-operation or non-payment ef 
taxes is concerned. I think my Honourable Colleague, Nawab Malik Allah 
Bakhsh Khan Tiwana, a Nominated Member of this House, would be able 
to give a true and detailed account of the plight of the zamindars who 
have been deprived of their little holdings, as he is resident of one of the 
districts concerned and has been a sub-divisional officer and for sometime 
the Cepuiy Commissioner of the Uaqa where the Khewra Mines are 
situate. He has a good experience of the people of that part of the 
country and knows the condition of their lands. I hope, if he gets time 
to speak, he will explain to the House in what condition these lands are. 
Sir, the most important town, Pind Dadan Khan, in the district of 
Jhelum, has almost become a ruin on account of the Salt Bange. The 
surrounding lands have become waste lands and the town Ixas even been 
deprived of good drinking sweet water of its own soil. The importance of 
this out is evident from the fact that a notice of this cut has been signed 
by almost all the Members from the Punjab. I do not see, Sir, why 
should Government have sat tight with closed eyes and deaf ears so long 
without enquiring into the reasons what damages are caused by the 
Khewra Salt Mines and to make good those losses especially when the 
Government get such a large income as 40 lakhs every year from those 
mines. Sir, I would strongly request that a committee, with a majority 
of non-official Members of this House, should be appointed to enquire into 
the causes of the damage done to the lands in the Salt Mine areas and 
some means should be adopted to compensate the agriculturists for the 
loss done to their lands. Sir, I move. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta). Cut motion moved; 

Tluxt the demand under the head ‘Salt’ be reduced by Rs. 100.” 

Mj. Sami Vencatachelam Ghetty (Madras: Indian Commerce): Sir, 
while on the question of salt grievances, I desire to bring to the notice of 
the Honourable the Pinance Member the case of very unfair treatment by 
the Government to the licensees of salt factories in the Madras Province. 

I trust, Sir, the Honourable the Pinanoe Member is aware that in the 
Madras Province, particularly in the Chingleput district, there are many 
salt pans which are worked by private persons under a system called the 
hndioaram system. 

Captain Sardar Sher Muhammad Khan (Nominated Non-Official): On 
a point of order, Sir. This cut motion refers to the Salt Range in the 
Punjab and not in Madras. 

Captain Bao Bahadur Chaudhti Lai Chand (Nominated Non-Official): 
Salt Bange is the name of a territory in Jhelum district in the Punjab. 
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- Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Abhil Chandra Datta): The Honourable 
Member is not in order in referring to Madras. The present cut relates 
to the Salt Eange in the Punjab province. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ohetty: The out relates to damage caused by 
the Salt Bange in general, and Khowra Mines in particxdar, to the culti- 
vable lands of zamindars in neighbouring areas. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Aldnl Chandra Datta)' In an\ t-aso, the 
Honourable Member was not called by the Chair to speak. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chatty: When I began to address the House, 
you, Sir, kept quiet and allowed me to continue. 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar Eepresentative) : On a point of order, Sir, when 
a Member is in possession of the House and allowed to speak for some 
minutes, can he be asked to sit down on the ground that he was not 
called upon? 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta): The Honourable 
Member is out of order, because this does not relate to Madras at all and 
is restricted to the Punjab. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Chetty: Then, I ask for your leave to sup- 
port this out motion. I heartily sympathise with the grievance which 
has been stated by the Honourable the Mover, and I may also add some 
other grievances of a more serious nature which exist in my own 
Presidency. (Laughter.) I do not know if the Honourable the Finance 
Member is aware that there is a system called "kudivaram system prevail- 
ing in Madras Province, but, I am sure, Sir Frank Noyce who comes from 
Madras is aware of it. Under that system, private persons are licensed 
to manufacture salt. The lands themselves are owned by private persons 
and a certain quantity of salt is always allowed every year to these license 
holders. Government seem to have in view the ultimate abandonment of 
the manufacture of salt by these private owners. Therefore, they have 
been reducing the licenseable quantity of manufacture year after year, so 
much so that, during the present year, it has pra(‘t’call\ reached to a 
very low figure, theieby intending to curtail the value of these lands 
which they want to compensate ultimately. Sir, Government are always 
very keen on criticising the Members on this side that we have been 
advocating the repudiation of debts or appropriation of property and all 
that kind of thing. And, for that reason, my Honourable friends of the 
European Group have always been demanding safeguards. I hope Hon- 
ourable Members of the European Group will now support me in asking 
for a safeguard against appropriation by Government without adequate 
and proper compensation to those persons who owned these lands for a 
long tune and who have spent lots of money in the purchase of that 
propel ty. I beg the Honourable the Finance Member to kindly examine 
this n^atter and give as much importance to this grievance as the grievance 
which has been put forward by the Honourable the Mover of this out 
motion. 

Sardar Mangal Singh (East Bun]ab: Sikh): Sir, I wish to congratulate 
the Honourable Member who has moved this cut. This grievance of the 
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removed as soon as possible Thos© ^ami^dar^ are not vooal people, i£$y 
do not know the ways and methods of modem propaganda, they do not gc^a 
to the meetings and lecture. They are simple people, and, if I may say 
so, dumb people. They are suiSering silently. I know they used to com© 
to our meetings; they could not even relate the nature of their grievances. 
Once I went to that place and made inquiries from the villagers, and 1 
saw that their grievance was very much stronger than they could express 
by their language. I, therefore, urge upon Government that this matter 
should be taken in hand immediately and their grievances removed. 
With these words, I support the out. 


Khan Bahadur Nawab Malik Allah Baksh Khan Tiwana (hTominated 
Non-OJS&cial): Sir, I had no intention to speak on this motion, but, as my 
Honourable friend, the Mover, has referred to me, I must corroborate him 
in this respect that I was in charge of the Find Dadan Khan sub-division 
for 4J years. I fully corroborate the Honourable the Mover' in this 
respect also that saltpetre has done great damage to the tract lying in the 
Find Dadan Khan tabsil betv^een the lulls and the Jhelum river, a tract 
which is very valuable otherwise. It is about seven or eight miles in 
breadth and about 50 miles in length. However, I cannot agree with the 
Honourable the Mover that the main mischief has been by iSie operations 
of tho Khewra Salt Mine though there may be some effect of it in its 
vicinity. Its effect could not go in the length of fifty miles in the Find 
Dadan Khan tahsil and, then, further on, to the Khushab tahsil in the 
Shahpur district as mentioned by the Honourable the Mover. Beally the 
mischief lies elsewhere. There are several streams from the Salt Eange 
which flow towards the liver Jhelum. They pass through the saltish 
zone of the hills which extend throughout the southern part of that Bange. 
There the water mixes up "svith salt and then it passes through the lower 
lands, and it is on that account that saltpetre is increasing day by day. I 
do not think thiR motion is meant to censure Government, and I do not 
think the Honourable the Mover also has any intention to move this 
motion with that object. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti (Madras City: Non-Muhammadan Urban): Sir, on 
a point of order. Are cut motions moved without any idea of censuring 
Government? Is it parliamentary for the Honourable ^Member to get up 
and move a out motion just for ihe fun of it and not to cesure Govern- 
ment? 


Khan Bahadur Nawab MalSk Allah Bakidi Khan Tiwana: It is a 
motion to brins; facts to the notice of the Government and the House and 
he has asked only ior the appointment of a committee of enquiry. 

Sir, as I have submitted, these springs which pass through the Salt 
Bange bring saltish water and are increasing saltpetre day by day. 1 do 
nofe think the House would like to censure Government on this account. 
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I should also like to bring to the notice of the House that Government 
were not sleeping over this matter. The Punjab Government in my time 
considered various schemes in this connection. One of the schemes, as 
far as Government were concerned, was completed. The idea was to 
tap the water from these springs, bring it down in pipes for the use of 
the different villages tor drinking purposes and also save it from the effects 
of the salt This process would certainly help in the reclamation of the 
lands too. However, I understand that full use of this scheme has not 
been made. The water has been brought down and collected in big tanks, 
but the villages have not yet taken for drinking purposes on aocoimt of 
financial difdcullies. I may submit here that this tract suffers more feom 
the shortage of drinking water than any other part of that country. Most 
of the villages have to depehd on fiUhy tanks and sometimes they go with- 
out water altogether if monsoon is not sufficient, and, then, they have to 
bring water from long distances from the river. This scheme had to 
serve, a double purpose, ?.e., that the spring would not affect adversely 
the tract in question, while sweet water could be brought for drinking 
purposes for the different villages in the Thai. Another scheme which was 
considered, and I had great hopes that it would be completed, was to 
bring down water for the Pind Dadan Khan town. That town suffered 
immensely on account of practically no water-supply. Government 
seemed inclined then to sanction it for the Pind Dadan Khan town and 
also to save the eastern tract of that tahsil from its bad effect. I am 
sorry to say that it has not yet been completed for reasons not known to 
me. The third scheme which the Punjab Government in my time consi- 
dered was to open a new canal from the Jhelum river to irrigate this tract 
and uaturally this would have reclaimed the saltpetre tract; but the Irri- 
gation Eeport did not support it for insufficient returns. Though I am 
not prepared to support a censure motion but I fully agree with the Hon- 
ourable the Mover thai something should be done for this tract. It is a very 
unfortunate tract on account of nature’s unkindness, but there may be 
some scheme to disallow springs bringing down saltish water. If some 
action in this connection is successful, this poor tract may prosper again. 

Nawab Sahibzada Sir Sayad Muhammad Mehr Shah (Noith Punjab: 
Muhammadan) • Sir'*', I am glad that instead of speaking in a foreign tongue, 

I rise to speak in my ovu language, and in this respect at least T happen 
to be even more Swadeshi-minded than my Congiess brethren The 
motion put before you by mv Honourable friend, Mr. Piracha, relates to 
that part of the Punjab to which I m'^soif belong, and T have personal 
knowledge of the distress and difficulties of the people concerned T, 
therefore, consider it my duty to bring to the notice of the Honourable 
Members and the Government the grievances of those poor zamindars who 
have lost their fields, their landed property and even the houses in which 
they lived, as a result of the operations of the Salt Eange generally and 
of the Khew’-ra Mines particularly The people of the locality are extremely 
peace-loving and loval It is for this reason that up to* this day they 
never made any agitation, but have rather been passing their time 'in the 
hope that Government might one day turn their attention to their distress. 

The locality, Sir, is one ivliere, not long ago, there w’-ere green fields 
all over, and gardens yielded every kind of fruit But if you looked at it 
now, you would find it all barren, not even a blarde of gi-ass would be 
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Mines s^nds approxinoAi^Aly ^ t.aOt^^’^myre 
of rupees annually. While Government ai^e gfitining so mueh^ frbm! thd SWt 
Bange, is it not their duty to spend a few lakhs on some useful schetaie 
which would keep these people alive and save them jErom the present pro- 
cess of destruction ^ 


Sir, if Government really have sympathy for the zamindars, then surely 
measures can be found for these poor people to prosper. My Honourable 
friend in the Council of State, Ba]a Ghazanfar Ali Khan, when in the 
Assembly, had invited the attention of the Government to this important 
matter, but I notice that nothing practically has since been done by Gov- 
erninent. I would, therefore, request the Government immediately to 
appoint a committee from amongst the elected Members of the Central 
Legislature with an ojB&eer or two from the Puniab Government and the 
Honourable the Finance Member as its President to go into the matter. 
The Honourable the Finance Member, by making a provision of a crore of 
rupees for rural re-constiuotion, has given proof of the fact that he has 
every sympathy for the rural population, and I trust he would accept my 
suggestion. Should Government agree to appoint a committee, I would 
advise my Honoxxrable friend, Mr. Piracha, to withdraw his motion and 
would request Honourable Members to let him do so. Else, all Honour- 
.able Meotibers, I believe, would support his motion. 


Oapta^ Sardar St£e» MuhamxBlad Khan; Sir, coming as I do from the 
Jhelum district where these mines are situated I know fviUy what damage is 
being done to the cultivators’ land near this Salt Bange. The details of this 
question harve been discussed fully and my friend, Mr. Joshi, is keen to 
move his out motion T know what the Government’s difficulty is in 
meeting these demands of these people from the Salt Bange, but if the 
suggestions were invited, I would venture to make a suggestion to the Hon- 
ourable the Finance Member, that directly this Assembly Session is finish- 
ed he should go himself and see the Salt Bangs with his own eyes : X cannot 
draw a picture of the deseit before this House, but it is much better for 
him to see the land himself and then consult the Local Government. I 
have got another concrete suggestion for the Honourable the Finance 
Member. That after consulting the Local Government he should set aside 
three pies per maund of salt exported from the Jhelum district, this will 
•ghis us roughly Es 40,000 and this sum should be put annually at the 
‘disposal of the distiict board who could spend this money in making roads 
and spreading education among the people of the Salt Bange. (Interrupt 
tion ) Land is a verv extensive question, and, as my Honourable friend, 
Nawab Mehr Shah, has suggested, a committee should be appointed to go 
into the matter The question under discussion can be easily settled if 
the Honouiabk the Finance Member, after consulting with the Local Gov- 
ernment, simply sets aside thiee pies per maund on the salt which is 
exported fiom iho Jhelum district, and this sum could be utilised by the 
district boaid for the benefit of those cultivators who have suffered by 
the Khewra Mines 
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Some Honourable Members: The question may now be put. 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab: Sikh): Sir, it is really very refreshing 
that when once in a blue moon a cut is given by a Nominated Member or 
a quasi-Nominated Member . . • • 

An Honourable Member: He is an elected Member. 

Sardar Sant Singh: . . or even by an elected Member, a habitual 

supporter of the Government, we find that their head pulls one way while 
their loyalty to Government pulls them the other way. They cannot have 
the courage to tell the Government what the facts a^e or what remedy they 
suggest in order to remove the grievances. 

[At this stage, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) re- 
sumed the Chair,] 

They have the courage to speak out their minds about the grievances 
of the people, but when they come to suggest remedies, they come down 
from their high pedestal, whicli a cut motion involves, to tho making of 
requests to the Government to do this and to do that I do not propose 
to look at tMs question from that point of view. I quite admit, Sir, that 
my friend, Mr Alla Baksh Khan Tiwana, has been in that Range as a 
sub-divisional officer, and that the direct first hand knowledge he pos- 
sesses about the conditions prevailing there far surpasses the knowledge 
tha?t I may claim to possess, but, all the same, I have not been able to 
imderstand what he meant when he said that though several schemes 
were prepared to remove the grievances, none of these schemes material- 
ised and the grievances have remained as before I understand. Sir, that 
this question was* first raised in this House in 1927, again it was agitated in 
1930. At that time assurances were g’ven by the Government that the 
question would be sympathetically considered. But what do we find 
after eight years? Not a committee has been appointed, nor any in- 
quiry made into the grievances, mnd the grievances have remained the 
same as before. As far as I could gather, the people of that place have 
two grievances, one is that saltish water of Khewra Mines is pumped 
out and thrown out indiscriminately, with the result that it spreads upon 
the culturable lands and makes those lands unculturable. The second is 
that the refuse of salt is taken out of the mines and thrown on the sides 
of the hillocks there, with the result that, when the monsoon breaks out, 
the rain water spreads over this saltish refuse and works havoc on the 
culturable lands of the neighbouring fields These are the two simple 
complaints which the Department could easilv remedy if they only looked 
into the matter sympathetically. I do not deny the utility or the benefit 
the Salt Range confers upon tho Pun-jab as a whole, and on that district 
in particular, but my complaint is that even in working a good depart- 
ment the public servants work in such a manner as to cause the greatest 
inconvenience to the persons living there. There can be no doubt that 
the town of Pind Dadan Khan was a great centre of trade, and it was 
a thickly populated town with many industries flourishing in it, but today 
that town is in ruins. This fact has been admitted by the various speakers 
who have half-heartedly supported this motion. Why then steps are not 
taken to remedy these grievances? 

Lastly, Sir, I should like to say that the area/ affected by the careless 
administration of the Khewra Mines is within my constituency, and I con- 
sider it my duty to bring the grievances of my Muslim countrymen to 
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the notice of the authorities. Sir, the fact that the sufferers are my Muslim 
brethren does not affect me the least. My duty towards them is, on 
that accoimt, not the less, if not greater, tha/n if the sufferers had been 
my co-religionists. I hope the House will not look upon this question, 
though it affects a very small area, from a narrow point of view, as, to 
my very great regret, was done by some of the Honourable Members of 
the House, the other day, when they walked with the Government into 
their lobby, probably against their better judgment, because the Deputy 
Leader of my Party referred to the grievances in connection with the 
Communal Award in his speech on a cut the other day. Sir, I carefully 
read the statement issued by some of these gentlemen justifying their 
conduct on that occasion. I must say, they are the masters of their own 
actions, Sir, and these Honourable Members are at full liberty to act in a 
manner best suited to their interests, but I beg of them to concede the 
same liberty to our Party. Sir, I wish, with your permission, to conclude 
by saying that our duty towards our countrymen should transcend. . . . 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim): Is the Honourable 
Member discussing the motion before the House? 

Sardai Sant Singh: Yes, Sir, I am supporting it. I am adding salt to 
the salt motion. 

Our duty towards our countrymen should traaiscend our personal vani- 
ties, likes or dislikes. In the performance of that duty alone, we can 
succeed in raising the morale of the public outside this House. Sir, the 
grievance is a grievance, whether the persons affected happen to be Hindus, 
Muslims, Anglo-Indians or even the Sikhs. are here to work for all and 
to serve all. Sir, I support the motion. 

Several Honourable Members; Sir, the question may now be put. 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah (Sind Jagirdars and Zamindars : Land- 
holders): Sir, I think, as a representative of the zamindars, I shall be faff- 
ing in my duty if I do not support this Besolution, after hearing the elected 
Members as well as the Nominated Member from that part of the country. 
All the motion asks for is a Committee. Now, it has been clearly proved 
to the satisfaction of this House that these mines have damaged the fertile 
lands of the people inhabiting the neighbouring areas, and they cannot get 
even drinking water, so much so that most people are leaving the village, 
which was at one time a great trading centre, as was pointed out by the 
last speaker, and the population which was at one time about 80,000 has 
dwinAed down to 3,000. That is an admitted fact. Even the Government 
Benches cannot deny that fact .... 

Khan Bahadur Mian Abdul Aziz (Punjab: Nominated OJEcial); The de- 
cline in the population oE Find Dadan I^an has nothing to do with the 
question. 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatallah: I am sorry for my friend the Com- 
missioner. When the people cannot bear the sufferings, they naturally 
leave the place. Why do they leave their villages? Because of their 
sufferings. 

H 
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mia^n Baltadiir Mia-n Abdul Asdz: Trade diversion. 

Sir Gbulaia Hussaio Hidayatallah: I heard the speech of the official or 
Nominated Member, ■who by his halting admissions supported the state- 
ments of the elected Members, It has been admitted by the Nominated 
Member that the evil is there, and these mines are the contributory cause 
of that evil. Therefore, from what has been said so far by Honourable 
Members, I t binlr a case has been made out for the appointment of a 
Committee to go into the whole question, in response to the demands made 
by the most loyal zamindars of the Punjab, v^lio have been supporting the 
Government both inside and outside this House. (Hear, hear.) And I 
trust all sections of this House will support this small motion to show that 
they are always ready to support any reasonable demands. 

ICr. A. J. Eaj^oiaai (Government of India: Nominated Official): Sir, 
there are many curious reasons for which Honourable Members of this 
House think that Government deserves to be censured, but this is the 
first occasion on which the natural configuration of India has served as 
a whipping block for Government. The mountains which are known as 
the Salt Eange have been in existence in the Punjab for a considerable 
time, and it has also, as far as I am avrare, been the habit of the climate 
for rain to descend periodically and for that water to dissolve a certain amount 
of salt which exists in the soil and carry it down to the fields below. 
About twenty-five years or more ago the effect of this salinifi cation of the 
soil became more marked, but nobody has yet discovered why or how it 
works or what exactly is the cause. But there is one thing which I can 
assure this House, and that is, that ray Honourable friend, Mr. Sant 
Singh's statement that there were two simple reasons for all that has 
happened and that they are both connected with the Khowra mines, is 
based on a theory which is certainly untrue. The amount of water which 
actually passes over the Khewra mine is an infinitesimal fraction of the 
salt water which damages the lands in question. And as for the dumps, 
they are an even more infinitesimal faction of the salt over which the 
water passes and carries brine into the agricultural lands. Several Hon- 
ourable Members have alluded to the fact that this question was pre- 
viously discussed in this House and that undertakings were given by 
Government, I do not deny that for a moment; on the contrary, I shall 
be very glad to draw the attention of these Honourable Members to the 
history of this case which is associated with the activities, the perfectly 
legitimate desire of Baja Ghazanfar Ah Khan, to bring this matter to the 
notice of Government, In 1927, that Honourable gentleman, who is 
now a Member of the Council of State, was a Member of this House and 
he represented two matters connected with the Khewra mines to Govern- 
ment. One was the grievances of the miners employed in the mines and 
the other was the question of damage done to agricultural lands. Gov- 
ernment proceeded to appoint a committee — and there is a moral to this, 
because more than once has a committee or conference been held on this 
i^articular subject. The Government proceeded to appoint a committee 
which included, 1 may say, not merely the Honourable gentleman who had 
raised the question, but also several officials who had considerable local 
knowledge. They went into the matters which had been raised with 
considerable care, and at lunch time today, which was the first occasion 
on which I became acquainted with this particular subject, 1 read, 
amongst other things, the results of the discussion of that conference. In 
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a note consisting of some 14. paragraphs, the one which deals with agri- 
cultural land and the damage caused by salt, says, this subject was men- 
tioned but was not pressed. I leave it to the House to judge as to the 
extent to which it was then felt to be an urgent public grievance. In 
1930 the same gentleman moved a cut motion at the time of the budget, 
and this time he drew the attention of the Government solely to this 
particular question. On this the Finance Member, Sir George Schuster, 
gave aai xindertaking to look into the matter and to have a conference 
to discuss what could be done. As a result of that, the Government of 
India took steps to consult the Government of the Punjab and to en- 
deavour to arrange for a discussion amongst oj0fi,cers who had local experi- 
ence and were able to speak on this question. It was naturailly desired 
that Haja Ghazanfar Ali Khan should be present at that conference in 
order to press the point of view which he had put forward. There was 
some difdculty in getting that conference together, but the last thing thaA 
happened, I may say, was this. The Commissioner for the Division in 
which the Jhelum District is situated was then Mr. F. L. Brayne, and he 
was, unfortunately, unable to come to this meeting because he had other 
more urgent work. Eaja Ghazanfar Ali Khan, on being informed that 
Mr. Brayne was not able to attend this meeting, for some reason, chose 
to drop tiie whole matter. The Government of the Punjab had nominated 
and were prepared to send other officers who also had considerable fami- 
liarity with the question, but the Honourable Member who had moved 
the cut motion at the time of the budget was not, I suggest, sufficiently 
interested in this matter to carry on the proceedings, because a particular 
officer could not be present although officers who, in the opinion of the 
Government of the Punjab, were fully capable to discuss the matter, were 
available and could be sent. That, Sir, happened in 1930. I have no 
doubt that the Honourable gentleman who was at the back of this move- 
ment had very important pre-occupations between 1930 and the present 
time, but the fact remains that it was not until a few days ago that this 
subject was again raised or brought to the notice of the Government in 
any way. I do not suggest that, because this is the history of the matter 
nothing should be done. Fair from it. I am only concerned to indicate 
that if this question has been previously brought betore the Government 
and if it has not been proceeded with or has not led to any result, that 
is not primarily the faxilt of the Government, 

Goming to the merits of the subject, we have, again, in connection 
with the last occasion, a few days ago, on which the matter 
5 brought to our notice, — ^we have communicated with the 

Punjab Government. It is quite clear that, unless the damage done to 
these lands is a result of any carelessness or anything connected with the 
actual working of the !^ewra mines, it is not primarily a matter for the 
Central Government. The fact that owing to any natural causes the local 
agricultural land is undergoing a process of deterioration is not a matter 
which directly concerns the Central Government, and although the sub- 
ject has not been fully investigated, we strongly incline to Hue opinion 
that the dama?ge, if any, contributed by the Khewra firiM itself is only a 
very small fraction of the whole damage. 

Now, what the Government of the Punjab proposes to do is to have an 
expert investigation of the matter and T suggest, that until an expert 
investigation has been made it is quite useless, with all respect to Honour- 
able Members of this House, for a number of Honourable Members to 
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[Mr. A. J. Eaisman.] 

come together and talk about Pind Dadan Khan or the Jhelum district or 
tJdie Khewra mine. The question will remain at the end ‘what are you 
going to do about it^ and ii you do not actually know what is happening, it 
seems to me it is going to be extremely difficult to decide what you ai*e 
going to do about it. It has been suggested, and I am afraid that here rny 
Honourable friend, Captain Sher Muhammad Khan, showed what I might 
call the cloven hoof, that a certain amount of money should be paid to 
somebody. I am not quite clear how that is going to solve the problem or 
exactly how that comes into the pictme. It is said that the Central 
Government makes a large amount of money out of the salt mines in the 
Jhelum district. Well, the Central Government can obtain salt from other 
sources and the money which the Central Government obtains has nothing 
to do with the Jhelum district. It is obtained from the consumers of salt 
by way of duty. There is no profit to Government in the manufacture of 
salt. As members of the Standing Pinance Committee know, the salt is 
sold at a price which is only intended to recover the average cost of pro- 
duction, so that we cannot admit that the Jhelum district has a particular 
claim to receive alms from the Central Government because a certain 
amoimt of duty is levied on the salt mines there. Now, the suggestion 
was made that so many pies per maund — ^three pies per maund I think 
it was — 

An Bonotixable Member: Only three pies! 

Mr, A. JT* Balsman .... should be handed over to the Jhelum Dis- 
trict Board. By the way, I am not aware that the Jhelum District Board 
is the owner of all this agricultural land which has been damaged. However, 
the Jhelum District Board will be in the position of iertius gaudens as far 
as 1 can see. The Central Government would hand over some money, the 
local zamindars would sit on their damaged land and the Jhelum District 
Board would show a very handsome surplus! I must say that that kind 
of financial arrangement does not seem to carry any particular equity with 
it, nor do I see how the Jhelum District Board, having got its three pies, 
would proceed to rehabilitate the land or to stop the rain &om falling on the 
Salt Eange, dissolving the salt and continuing to run down to the lands 
below. Sir, I do not wish to suggest that we are unsympathetic to what has 
been happening in Pind Dadan Khan: I feel that it is within local 
knowledge — ^1 am myself not a local expert — that the decadence of that 
historic village is not attributable entirely to the droppings of the Salt Eange 
I believe that owing to the construction of the railway line which now 
passes in that locality, trade was diverted and Pind Dndan Khan like many 
other places has found itself high and di’v and left aside by the main 
stream of trade. One has, I believe, only to look at Pind Dadan Khan to 
see that that is what is happening. It is not merely the outcroppings of salt 
or the salt of the brine carried dowm from the hills that has killed Pind 
Dadan Khan. I was saying we are not unsympathetic. It will naturally 
be said “what do Government propose to do*’? Well, Sir, we have 
addressed the Punjab Government again in this matter, and I trust, that 
the Honourable gentleman who has seized this occasion to bring it forward 
will not, in a few weeks* time, forget all about it and then say that Gov- 
ormnent have done nothing. We have asked the Punjab Government and 
the Punjab Government have said that they are now investigating the desir- 
ability of putting: an expert on special duty to ascertain the cause of 



THE GENEBAIf BUDGEl^UST OF DEMANDS. 


207& 


salinification. I suggest that when the report of that esperb has been 
received then will be the time for my Honourable friend to meet with 
Members of the Government of India and to consider the facts as reported 
and to mate suggestions. Might I, in this connection, point out, while I 
am on this subject, that the existence of Khewra Mines in the Jhelum dis- 
trict cannot be regarded as an unmixed calamity for that district. I would 
point out that we employ a few thousand miners there and that the income 
which goes into that disirict by way of wages and so on is probably consider- 
ably higher than the incomes which accrue in any comparable area in the 
neighbouring district. However, that is by the way. I merely wished to 
indicate the other side of the pici^e. With all sympathy for the grievances 
of the zamindars, I suggest that until we have collected facts which will 
enable us to a])proach this in a practical maimer it would not be suitable 
to have a committee and discuss the thing in the kind of debating society 
way in which it would naturally be discussed. For these reasons, I trust 
that the Honourable Member who has moved this motion will realise that 
Government are prepared to take up ,the matter in any way which is likely 
to lead to a useful result and will not press his motion. 

Khan Sabib Sbalkb. TasH-Haq Piracha: I am very thankful to the 
Honourable Members who have supported this motion, especially Nawab 
Allah Bakhsh Khan, who, in a very clear way, explained the state of affairs 
in and about Khewra and pointed out that on account of tihe water mixed 
'^ith salt co3Qaing out of the springs in the Salt Bange, the lands in the 
neighbourhood are damaged. This shows that some action or other inust 
be iaken by ihe Government to save the poor people of that locality. 
Mr. Baisman has narrated the history of this case from the last 25 years. 
I am sorry he has not been able to show what practical steps the Govern- 
ment took in meeting the grievances of the people of that locality. What 
was the result of those inquiries ? He has simply stated thaG he has got 
a note of 14 paragraphs and has not given us the substance of it. And what 
was the result of the inquiries and what action did the Government take? 
In my opinion, the Government Member has not satisfied me or any other 
Member of this House either. I am not, therefore, prepared to withdraw 
my motion. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The question is: 

“Tliat the demand under the head ‘Salt’ be reduced by Bs. 100.” 

The motion was adopted, (Applause.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Bahim): The next motion 
stands in the name of Mr. Joshi, but the Chair does not think there is 
sufficient time to take up this motion. Before the House is adjourned, the 
Chair wishes to ask the Honourable Members that, as regards the propc^al 
that the 15th should be a holiday and that the ISth should be a working 
day of the Assembly, the Chair should get information as to what is the 
decision arrived at by the different Groups concerned by noon on Monday 
next; otherwise it will be difficult for the office to arrange the order papers, 
etc. 

The Assembly then adjcumed till Eleven of the Clock on Monday, the 
11th March, 1985. 
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